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Army  Gay  Ban  ‘Unconstitutional’ 


Compiled  by  Denise  Sudell 

MILWAUKEE,  WI  —  A  fed¬ 
eral  district  court  judge  has  ruled 
that  the  U.S.  Army’s  regulation 
banning  lesbians  and  gay  men  as 
soldiers  is  unconstitutional. 

Judge  Terrance  Evans  also 
ordered  the  Army  to  halt  all  puni¬ 
tive  discharges  based  on  the 
charge  of  homosexuality  until  the 
Army  can  prove  that  one’s  sexual 
preference  relates  to  one’s  ability 
to  perform  one’s  duties  as  a 
soldier. 

The  ruling  came  as  a  result  of  a 
suit  brought  by  Miriam  Ben 
Shalom,  who  was  discharged  from 
the  84th  Army  Reserve  unit  here 
in  1976  for  “publicly  admitting’’ 
her  lesbianism  (see  GCN,  Vol.  7, 


No.  36).  Evans  issued  a  writ  of 
mandamus  ordering  that  Ben 
Shalom  be  immediately  rein¬ 
stated. 

“I  couldn’t  have  asked  for 
more  if  I  had  said,  ‘Well,  let  me  sit 
down  and  write  the  decision  my¬ 
self,’  ”  a  jubilant  Ben  Shalom 
told  GCN.  “It  feels  so  good!  It 
was  certainly  worth  the  wait.” 

Evans  ruled  that  “constitution¬ 
al  privacy  principles  clearly 
protect  one’s  sexual  preferences  in 
and  of  themselves  from  govern¬ 
mental  regulations.”  He  based  his 
decision  on  the  First,  Fifth,  and 
Ninth  Amendments  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution. 

“It’s  a  landmark  case  in  terms 
of  free  association,  free  speech. 


and  right  to  congregate. 

“In  essence,  he  struck  down 
Army  regulation  135-178,  that  I 
was  discharged  under,”  Ben 
Shalom  said. 

The  regulation  in  question 
orders  discharge  of  any  soldier 
“who  evidences  homosexual  ten¬ 
dencies,  desires,  or  interests.” 

In  his  ruling,  Evans  noted  that 
the  evidence  indicated  that  Ben 
Shalom  was  not  only  a  “suitable 
.  .  .  but  exemplary”  soldier. 

The  Army  presented  no  evi¬ 
dence  that  Ben  Shalom  had  en¬ 
gaged  in  lesbian  sexual  acts  or  that 
she  had  made  advances  toward 
other  female  soldiers. 

“The  Army  has  shown  no  nexus 
between  a  person’s  expressed 


sexual  orientation  and  their  capa¬ 
city  to  serve,”  Ben  Shalom  said. 
“Therefore  the  Army  has  hot 
shown  that  it  is  lawful  to  dis¬ 
charge  homosexuals  from  the  ser¬ 
vice  because  they  are  homosexual. 
Therefore  the  [regulation]  is  un¬ 
constitutional  because  it  discrimi¬ 
nates  against  a  broad  class  of 
people.” 

Ben  Shalom  pointed  out  that 
the  decision  did  not  include  pro¬ 
tection  from  discharge  because  of 
private  sexual  acts  in  a  barracks  or 
on  a  base.  “However,”  she  said, 
“merely  because  a  person  goes 
into  a  gay  bar  or  a  gay  church,  has 
a  gay  publication  on  their  person, 
says  they  are  either  a  lesbian  or  a 
homosexual  —  they  [the  Army] 


can’t  kick  ’em  out!” 

The  decision  will  also  call  a  halt 
to  institutional  harassment  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  within  the 
Army,  Ben  Shalom  said. 

Ben  Shalom  said  that  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  decision  was  re¬ 
leased  on  May  20,  she  went  to  the 
84th  Army  Reserve  unit  and  re¬ 
quested  to  be  immediately  rein¬ 
stated.  “It  was  just  great  —  every¬ 
one  was  really  freaked  out,”  Ben 
Shalom  said.  “It  was  ‘Oh,  God, 
she’s  here  already.  What’re  we 
gonna  do?’  ” 

The  unit  did  issue  her  a  letter 
stating  that  she  had  requested 
reinstatement  on  that  date  and 
that  unit  officers  were  unable  to 
Continued  on  Page  9 


GCN  correspondent  Fernando 
Chang-Muy  traveled  to  Miami 
Beach,  FL ,  to  investigate  the 
plight  of  Cuban  gay  refugees.  This 
news  analysis,  written  by  him,  is 
based  on  research  he  did  there. 

In  the  past,  for  the  ten  million 
Cubans  living  in  the  Socialist  Re¬ 
public  of  Cuba,  travel  outside  the 
country  was  restricted,  in  fact 
almost  impossible.  Only  Central 
Communist  Party  members  such 
as  diplomats,  or  those  in  the 
Armed  Forces  such  as  Navy  per¬ 
sonnel,  or  selected  university 
students  such  as  those  studying 
medicine  and  other  sciences  had 
permission  to  travel  out  of  Cuba, 
and  then  only  to  other  Soviet 
satellite  countries  or  to  the  Soviet 
Union  itself.  Last  month,  the 
situation  changed. 

In  the  first  week  of  April, 
several  Cubans  forced  their  way 
inside  the  Peruvian  embassy  in 
Cuba  to  seek  asylum.  In  the  melee 
that  followed,  one  guard  stationed 
outside  the  embassy  was  killed  (by 
another  Cuban  guard  who  had 
misfired).  Castro  did  not  station 
another  guard  outside  at  the  em¬ 
bassy  gate.  When  news  spread 
that  the  embassy  was  unguarded 
and  anyone  could  enter  to  seek 
asylum,  within  six  hours  8,000 
Cubans  flocked  inside  the  em¬ 
bassy  compound. 

In  the  following  two  weeks,  a 
total  of  10,000  women,  children 
and  men  waited  inside  the 
cramped  grounds  under  the  hot 
tropical  sun.  They  waited  for 
passes  allowing  them  exits  out  of 
Cuba.  One  friend  of  mine  who 
was  there  estimated  that  about 
1,000  of  the  10,000  were  homo¬ 
sexuals.  Meanwhile,  outside  the 
embassy  supporters  of  Castro’s 
revolution  threw  stones  and 
insults  calling  the  refugees 
“gusanos”  (worms,  a  term  ap¬ 
plied  to  all  Cubans  who  have  left 
the  country  and  who  oppose  the 
Castro  regime).  However,  not  all 
who  threw  stones  meant  it.  In  an 
effort  to  counter  balance  the  em¬ 
barrassment  of  the  overwhelming 
number  of  refugees  who  sought 
asylum,  the  government  orches¬ 
trated  a  carefully  planned  demon¬ 


stration. 

Orders  were  issued  by  every 
Committee  for  the  Defense  of  the 
Revolution  (CDR),  the  vigilante 
household  on  every  block  which 
monitors  the  block’s  activities, 
that  every  block  member  had  to 
demonstrate  against  the  refugees. 
At  5:30  A.M.  every  morning  all 
public  transportation  in  the  city 
was  stopped.  The  buses  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  various  points  through¬ 
out  the  city  to  pick  up  citizens 
assigned  to  the  morning  demon¬ 
stration.  This  pattern  occurred  at 
different  intervals  through  the 
day.  The  demonstrators  were 
ordered  to  march  before  the  em¬ 
bassy  and  shout  support  for  the 
revolution  and  insults  to  those  in¬ 
side  the  embassy. 

Despite  the  physical  and  mental 
bombasts,  the  refugees  stayed 
inside  awaiting  their  exit  visas. 
Many  went  without  food  for  a 
week.  Others  sustained  themselves 
only  on  mango  or  mango  leaves. 
Makeshift  tents  were  made  of 
shirts  and  pants  or  bed  sheets  as 
covers  against  the  sun.  Due  to  the 
crowded  conditions  the  refugees 
took  turns  sleeping  in  six  hour 
shifts.  Groups  would  lie  to  rest 
shoulder  to  shoulder  while  the  rest 
would  stand  until  their  turn  came 
to  lie  down  under  the  shade. 

After  the  embassy  affair, 
Castro  said  that  his  was  a  “volun¬ 
tary  revolution”  and  that  the 
“loafers,  the  anti-social  lumpen 
elements,  the  criminals  and  the 
scum”  ( Granma  13  April  80) 
should  go.  Anyone  who  had  an 
“antecedente  penal”  (criminal 
antecedent  or  record)  could  go. 
This  of  course  included 
“branded”  homosexuals. 

Association  with  homosexuals 
is  also  considered  a  crime,  even 
though  the  person  accused  is  not 
homosexual.  In  an  interview  in  the 
Washington  Post  (11  May  80) 
with  Ana  Julia  Fernandez,  a 
dancer  at  the  Hotel  Nacional, 
Fernandez  said  that  police  came  to 
her  room  at  5:00  A.M.  waving  a 
search  warrant.  She  was  held  and 
interrogated  under  a  recent 
statute,  “La  Ley  de  la  Peligor- 
continued  on  page  8 


Furor  Erupts  At  Harvard 
Over  Deep  Throat  Showing 


By  Denise  Sudell 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Women 
and  men  who  oppose  porno¬ 
graphy,  calling  it  exploitation  of 
women,  and  others  who  oppose 
the  methods  of  anti-pornography 
groups,  calling  them  attempts  to 
deny  free  speech,  confronted  each 
other  head  on  last  week  over  a 
showing  of  the  film  Deep  Throat 
on  the  campus  of  Harvard 
University  here. 

The  series  of  incidents  on 
Friday, May  16,  began  with  a 
demonstration  outside  Quincy 
House,  where  the  film  was  being 
shown,  by  over  200  students 
urging  others  to  boycott  the  film. 

By  the  end  of  the  evening,  two 
male  students  from  the  Quincy 
House  Film  Society  had  been 
arrested  on  charges  of  “dissem¬ 
inating  obscene  literature,”  a 
felony,  allegedly  as  a  result  of 
complaints  made  to  the  Middlesex 
County  district  attorney’s  office 
by  two  female  residents  of  Quincy 
House. 

And  although  members  of  the 
ad  hoc  committee  which 
sponsored  the  protests  issued  a 
statement  saying  that  they  did  not 
“initiate  or  authorize”  the  alleged 
complaints,  attorney  Alan 
Dershowitz,  who  is  representing 
one  of  the  arrested  students,  told 


the  Boston  Globe  that  “feminist 
fascists  are  no  better  than  other 
kinds.” 

“We’re  not  for  censorship,” 
Harvard  senior  Nancy  Krieger, 
one  of  the  spokespersons  for  the 
coalition,  told  GCN  during  the 
demonstration.  “We  just  want  to 
make  people  understand  that  by 
paying  to  see  this  film,  they  are 
active  participants  in  the  $4  billion 
porn  industry.”  She  said  that  the 


Linda  Lovelace 


group  did  not  and  would  not  “call 
in  the  state”  to  stop  the  showing 
of  the  film. 

The  film’s  plot  concerns  a 
young  woman,  played  by  Linda 
Lovelace,  who  is  unable  to  achieve 
sexual  satisfaction  until  she  dis¬ 
covers  that  her  clitoris  is  located  in 
her  throat.  The  film  consists 
mostly  of  scenes  of  oral  sex. 

Lovelace  recently  released  a 
book  entitled  Ordeal,  in  which  she 
alleges  that  she  did  not  participate 
freely  in  the  making  of  the  film, 
but  was  beaten  severely  and  raped 
and  has  suffered  permanent 
damage. 

The  leaflets  distributed  by  the 
committee  refer  to  Lovelace’s 
charges,  stating  that  support  of 
the  film  is  support  of  such  abuse. 
“Pornography  is  not  about  sex  — 
it  is  about  violence  between  peo¬ 
ple,  usually  directed  by  men 
against  women,”  the  leaflet  reads. 
“It  dehumanizes  us  all.” 

“We  object  to  the  way  the 
decision  to  show  the  film  was 
made,”  Krieger  told  GCN.  She 
said  that  when  Quincy  House  Film 
Society  members  polled  dorm  resi¬ 
dents  on  whether  or  not  to  show 
the  film,  over  half  of  the  women 
residents  voted  against  it. 
However,  72  per  cent  of  the 
Continued  on  page  7 


Federal  Order  Protects  Gays 
From  Sexual  Probes  on  Job 


Compiled  by  Lisa  Nussbaum 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A 
Carter  administration  policy  state-, 
ment,  signed  into  effect  May  12, 
protects  all  federal  employees  or 
applicants  for  such  employment 
from  inquiry  into  areas  of  activity 
or  conduct,  including  sexual 
orientation,  that  do  not  interfere 
with  job  performance. 

Legally  backed  by  the  Civil 
Service  Reform  Act  of  1978,  the 
order  strictly  forbids  government 
officials  from  probing  into  a 
person’s  sexual,  social,  religious 
or  other  habits  for  purposes  of 
judging  fitness  or  eligibility  for 
employment. 

The  order,  drafted  by  staff  in 
the  Office  of  Personnel  Manage¬ 
ment  (formerly  the  federal  Civil 
Service  Office)  and  circulated  last 
week  among  heads  of  federal 
agencies  and  departments,  not 
only  alerts  officials  to  the  law’s 
existence  (as  spelled  out  in  the 
Civil  Service  Reform  Act)  but  also 
to  the  kinds  of  activities  protected 


by  it,  a  spokesperson  in  the  Office 
of  Personnel  Management  told 
GCN. 

“It’s  not  a  wholly  new  policy  in 
1980,”  said  Public  Information 
Officer  Bob  Woodrum,  “but  a 
restatement  of  provisions  in  the 
Civil  Service  Reform  Act  that 
either  are  new  or  in  our  judgement 
need  more  emphasis.” 

“If  people  are  not  observing 
merit  system  provisions  of  the  act 
(permitted  or  prohibited  per¬ 
sonnel  practices)  that  they  ought 
to  be  following,”  he  observed, 
“then  we  need  to  bring  these 
provisions  to  the  attention  of 
federal  managers.” 

The  order  urges  federal  manag¬ 
ers  to  issue  a  strong  statement 
defining  the  policy;  emphasize  the 
policy  as  part  of  a  new  employee’s 
orientation;  and  make  employees 
aware  of  avenues  for  appeal.  On 
this  last  point,  federal  employees 
or  applicants  for  federal  jobs  can 
appeal  what  they  feel  are  discrim¬ 
inatory  personnel  decisions  to  the 


Office  of  Special  Counsel  within 
the  Merit  System  Protection 
Board. 

In  summing  up  the  desired 
effect  of  the  policy  statement  on 
gay  employees  Woodrum  said: 
“We  are  trying  to  show  people 
officially  that  that  [sexual  orienta¬ 
tion]  is  not  a  measure  of  a 
person’s  worth.” 

Momentum  for  the  statement 
began  last  December  when  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  (NGTF)  and  other 
lesbian  and  gay  organizations  had 
a  White  House  meeting  with  Anne 
Wexler,  Special  Assistant  to 
President  Carter,  to  request  an 
executive  order  to  protect  lesbians 
and  gay  men  from  discrimination 
in  federal  employment. 

Wexler  and  other  government 
staff  explained  that  the  Civil 
Service  Reform  Act  eliminated  the 
need  for  an  executive  order,  but 
that  they  would  look  into  sending 
out  a  policy  statement  to  reaffirm 
Continued  on  Page  8 
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Hews  Hotes 


quote  of  the  week 

“We’ve  got  to  quit  oppressing  our  wives  and 
daughters.  For  all  too  many  black  men,  the  following 
credo  is  true:  ‘I  believe  in  women’s  rights.  Get  me  a 
cup  of  coffee,  baby.’  ” 

—Andrew  Young,  former  U.S.  ambassador  to  the 
United  Nations,  at  a  black  leadership  conference 
in  Richmond,  VA.  Quoted  in  the  Washington 
Post,  March  31,  1980. 


too  young  to  die 

BOSTON  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
(LAGMA)  has  learned  of  yet  another  television  pro¬ 
gram  that  is  feared  to  be  anti-gay.  According  to  a 
segment  of  the  “Old  Time  Gospel  Hour”  aired  May 
18,  1980,  evangelist  Jerry  Falwell  is  preparing  a  spe¬ 
cial  entitled  “America:  You’re  too  Young  to  Die.” 

While  it  is  unclear  as  to  the  exact  content  of  the 
program,  Falwell  has  consistently  led  opposition  to 
the  gay  and  feminist  movements  through  his  “Old 
Time  Gospel  Hour”  program  and  the  lobbying  group 
“Moral  Majority”  which  he  founded.  Falwell  often 
cloaks  his  anti-gay  and  right  wing  propaganda  with 
religion  and  patriotism.  In  this  regard,  LAGMA  fears 
that  “America:  You’re  too  Young  to  Die’  will  be 
similar  to  the  recent  Anita  Bryant  special,  “My  Little 
Corner  of  the  World,”  which  also  implied  that  it  is  a 
moral  and  patriotic  duty  to  defeat  the  gay  rights 
movement. 

“America:  You’re  too  Young  to  Die”  is  scheduled 
to  be  aired  sometime  between  May  25  and  June  10. 
LAGMA  urges  everyone  to  be  on  guard  for  the  airing 
of  the  program  and  to  watch  it.  If  the  program  is 
explicitly  or  implicitly  anti-gay,  LAGMA  suggests  that 
letters  of  protest  be  sent  to  the  local  station  running 
the  program  as  well  as  the  FCC.  Also,  please  send 
your  reactions  to  the  program  to  LAGMA,  c/o  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  Complaints  to  the 
FCC  should  be  sent  to  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission,  Broadcast  Complaint  Division,  1919  M 
St.  NW,  Washington  DC  20554. 


film  producers  to  organize? 

NEW  YORK  —  A  national  conference  of  film 
production  companies  and  state  film  commissions 
has  been  suggested  as  a  way  to  deal  with  the  recur¬ 
ring  issue  of  community  reaction  to  location  film 
shooting.  The  gay  protest  against  Cruising,  black 
protest  against  Fort  Apache  —  The  Bronx,  which  was 
filmed  in  Harlem,  and  the  current  protest  in  San 
Francisco’s  Chinatown  against  the  filming  there  of  a 
Charlie  Chan  movie  have  all  had  their  effects  on 
movie  production  companies. 

Theodora  K.  Sklover,  executive  director  of  New 
York  State’s  Office  for  Motion  Picture  and  Television 
Development,  stated  “If  you  stay  in  a  studio  you  have 
control  of  the  environment  and  don’t  have  to  worry 
about  the  weather,  community  groups  or  other  diffi¬ 
culties.  Once  you  move  out  of  the  studio,  you  then 
have  to  deal  with  the  realities  and  the  elements  out 
there.  Sometimes,  it  can  be  difficulties  with 
particular  organizations,  particular  ethnic  groups.” 


pidgin  english  and  bowing 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Many  segments  of  the 
Chinese  community  here  are  protesting  the  filming  of 
Charlie  Chan  and  the  Dragon  Queen  in  Chinatown. 
They  complain  that  the  screenplay  indicates  that 
Chinese  characters  will  speak  pidgin  English  and 
bow  to  each  other  and  that  all  the  major  stars  will  be 
Caucasians.  Peter  Ustinov  is  cast  as  Charlie  Chan. 

Simi  Haru  of  the  Association  of  Asian  Pacific 
American  Artists  has  conceded  that  the  protesters 
do  not  expect  to  be  successful  in  causing  revisions 
in  the  movie.  She  says,  “But  maybe  the  next  time 
somebody  makes  Charlie  Chan  it  will  be  a  little  more 
sensitive  —  if  it  has  to  be  made  at  all.” 


han-again  boston? 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts  State  Legisla¬ 
ture  has  voted  preliminary  approval  to  three  censor¬ 
ship  bills.  One  limits  the  content  of  films  to  be  shown 
on  cable-TV,  another  regulates  sales  of  sexually- 
related  books,  and  the  third  restricts  sale  of  obscene 
or  offensive  material.  Rep.  Barney  Frank  objected  to 
the  bills,  stating  “Let  the  family  deal  with  family 
problems.  All  automobiles  should  not  be  banned 
because  some  kids  take  joy  rides.” 

The  notorious  censorship  laws  for  which  Massa¬ 
chusetts  is  traditionally  famous  have  been  struck 
down  by  courts  in  recent  years. 


green  mountain  dykes! 

BENNINGTON,  VT  —  Lesbians  here  have  started 
a  newspaper  called  Green  Mountain  Dykes.  The  first 
issue  is  tabloid-sized,  four  pages  long  and  has 
articles  on  the  lesbian  communities  in  Vermont,  and 
anti-nuke  demonstrations,  plus  comics  and  poetry.  A 
calendar  of  events  for  Vermont  and  neighboring 
states  is  included.  Copies  are  being  distributed  free, 
and  the  publishers  may  be  contacted  at  Green 
Mountain  Dykes,  P.O.  Box  426,  Bennington,  VT  05201. 


cbs  president  fired 

NEW  YORK  —  John  D.  Backe  has  been  fired  as 
president  of  the  CBS  network.  TV  Guide  claims  that 
Backe’s  departure  was  due  to  the  jealousy  of  CBS 
board  chairman  Wiliam  S.  Paley,  because  Backe  was 
so  successful  at  doing  his  job,  but  GCN  has  heard 
other  reasons  for  the  ouster.  According  to  uncon¬ 
firmed  reports,  Backe  is  a  fundamentalist  Christian 
and  was  responsible  for  the  production  of  the  three 
highly  controversial  CBS  shows,  Gay  Power,  Gay 
Politics,  The  Day  Christ  Died,  which  many  Christian 
groups  have  protested,  and  the  unaired  movie 
Playing  for  Time,  in  which  Vanessa  Redgrave  plays  a 
Jewish  victim  of  Nazis,  which  is  being  protested  by 
Jewish  groups. 


gay  alumni  denied  lists 

ITHACA,  NY  —  The  Cornell  University  Alumni 
Affairs  Office  has  refused  to  give  lists  of  alums  to  the 
newly  formed  Cornell  University  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Association,  an  organization  for  gay  alumni  of 
Cornell.  Mark  Schwartz,  74,  had  been  told  that  as 
class  correspondent  he  would  be  allowed  to  obtain 
the  address  lists.  Subsequently,  permission  was 
withdrawn. 

CUGALA  hopes  to  contact  potential  members 
through  other  means,  including  notices  in  the  gay 
press.  The  organization  is  hoping  to  hold  social 
functions  in  major  cities  and  to  provide  assistance  to 
gay  students  currently  at  Cornell.  GCN  has  not  yet 
learned  if  there  is  a  plan  for  a  gay  alumni  float  in  next 
fall’s  homecoming  parade. 

Cornell  alums  are  encouraged  to  contact  Mark 
Schwartz  at  654  Nelson  St.,  Berkeley,  CA  94707. 
(Telephone  (415)  526-0707.) 


alaskan  gays  to  meet 

ANCHORAGE,  AK  —  Alaskans  will  be  having  a 
state-wide  conference  on  sexual  orientation  during 
the  weekend  of  May  30.  To  be  held  in  Anchorage,  the 
meeting  will  focus  on  providing  an  educational  forum 
for  the  discussion  of  sexual  orientation  in  the 
Alaskan  community.  Speakers  will  include  Miriam 
ben  Shalom,  who  will  discuss  her  discharge  from  the 
U.S.  Army  Reserves  for  lesbianism,  and  Dr.  Laura  S. 
Brown,  a  psychologist  who  has  done  several  studies 
of  lesbians. 

The  conference  is  being  funded  by  the  Alaska 
Women’s  Resource  Center  and  the  Alaska  Humani¬ 
ties  Forum.  Interested  persons  may  write  to  Alaska 
State-Wide  Human  Rights  Conference,  P.O.  Box 
1581,  Anchorage,  AK  99510. 


Portland  gays  get  presbyterian  grant 

PORTLAND,  OR  —  A  $4300  grant  has  been  given 
to  a  Portland  group  to  develop  a  speaker’s  bureau 
and  create  informational  pamphlets  on  lesbian/gay 
issues  and  concerns.  The  money  came  from  the 
Committee  for  the  Self  Development  of  People  of  the 
Presbytery  of  the  Cascades,  and  was  awarded  to  the 
Town  Council  Foundation  of  Portland,  Oregon.  Said 
Jerry  Weller,  Director  of  the  Town  Council,  “This  is 
the  first  grant  TCF  has  received.  I’m  so  pleased  that  it 
came  to  us  from  the  supportive  Christian 
community.” 

Resumes  for  the  position  of  part-time  public 
education  coordinator,  a  post  created  by  the  grant 
money,  may  be  sent  to  TCF,  320  SW  Stark  506, 
Portland,  OR  97204. 


gay  health  conference 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  3rd  National  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Health  Conference  will  be  held  here  on  June 
19-22.  The  conference  will  bring  together  lesbian  and 
gay  healthworkers  from  throughout  the  nation  and 
Canada  to  share  knowledge  and  experience, 
construct  communication  and  support  networks,  and 
organize  for  social  change  in  the  health  care  delivery 
system.  Information  may  be  obtained  from  Post 
Office  Box  6189,  San  Francisco,  CA  94101.  Phone 
number  is  (415)  548-3984. 


phone-a-gay-poem 

BOSTON  —  “Phone-A-Poem,"  which  offers  up  to 
three  minutes  of  poetry  24  hours  a  day,  will  this  week 
feature  two  nationally-known  gay  male  poets  reading 
one  poem  each,  in  order  to  help  publicize  their  joint 
appearance  on  Saturday,  May  31,  at  the  Glad  Day 
Bookshop  (see  Calendar).  Dial  (617)  492-1144  any  time 
between  May  28  and  June  3  to  hear  Felice  Picano 
(“Gym  Shorts”)  and  Dennis  Cooper  ("For  My  Birth¬ 
day”).  “Phone-A-Poem”  is  edited  by  Peter  Payack. 


women  arrested 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  “Women  Arrested”  will  be 
the  topic  of  a  conference  here  on  June  28.  It  will 
focus  on  the  problems  of  women  and  children  who 
are  affected  by  arrest  and  incarceration.  Information 
can  be  obtained  by  calling  415-731-9378. 


abortion  rights  demo 

BOSTON  —  A  demonstration  in  support  of 
Medicaid  abortions  will  be  held  on  Boston  Common 
on  May  31  at  1  pm.  There  will  be  music  and  a  mock 
trial  of  the  Doyle/Flynn  bill  and  the  Hyde  Amendment, 
two  bills  which  are  trying  to  do  away  with  the  funding 
for  Medicaid  abortions.  For  more  information  call 
(617)  522-2744. 


gay  films  wanted 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Entries  are  still  being 
accepted  for  the  San  Francisco  Gay  Film  Festival. 
Three  evenings  of  films  are  planned  as  part  of  the 
Gay  Freedom  Week  celebration  the  week  of  June  26. 
Films  have  been  submitted  from  the  U.S.  and  many 
foreign  countries,  making  this  the  first  year  the  festi¬ 
val  will  be  international.  For  information  contact 
Frameline,  159  Eureka,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114,  or 
call  415-864-5164. 


black  gay  men  to  meet  in  Chicago 

CHICAGO  —  The  National  Planning  Conference 
of  the  Committee  of  Black  Gay  Men  will  be  held  in 
Chicago  from  July  11-13.  Over  200  black  gay  men,  rep¬ 
resenting  chapters  throughout  the  country,  are 
expected.  Topics  to  be  discussed  will  include  black 
awareness,  business/real  estate,  the  arts,  and  black 
gay  youth.  Registration  is  open  to  all  interested  black 
gay  men,  and  information  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Midwest  Regional  Director,  Committee  of  Black  Gay 
Men,  343  S.  Dearborn,  Suite  1407,  Chicago,  Illinois 
60604.  The  phone  number  is  312-663-9632. 


anti-rape  group  formed 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center 
is  starting  a  variety  of  groups  for  women  who  have 
been  raped.  If  you  would  like  more  information  or 
have  any  ideas  please  call  them.  Leave  a  message  at 
(617)  492-RAPE  and  they  will  return  your  call. 


outstanding  contribution 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Bay  Area  Reporter 
(BAR),  a  gay  paper  here,  has  learned  that  its  editor 
and  feature  writer  Paul  F.  Lorch  was  a  recipient  of  the 
San  Francisco  Council  for  Civic  Unity’s  Journalism 
Award. 


festival  of  women  planned  for  boston 

BOSTON  —  This  city’s  first  major  Women’s 
Festival  will  be  held  July  27.  Exhibits  by  service 
organizations,  music,  poetry,  dance,  theatre,  mime, 
workshops,  art  exhibits  and  the  launching  of  a 
dirigible  will  be  among  the  festivities  planned.  The 
Festival  is  being  sponsored  by  the  National  Center 
for  Women  in  Performing  and  Media  Arts  and  the 
Boston  Commission  to  Improve  the  Status  of 
Women.  Participants  in  the  festival  are  being 
screened  by  these  groups  for  “positive  imagery  and 
quality.”  Applications  for  performance  time  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  Yael  Shuman-Sutton  at  (617) 
262-3178. 


guardians  of  the  sperm 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Former  Black  Panther 
leader  Eldridge  Cleaver  has  apparently  split  with 
some  segments  of  the  Born-Again  Christian  church 
community  because  of  his  attitudes  about  male  sex¬ 
uality.  He  says  that  the  falling-on-the-knees  posture 
of  many  Born  Agains  induces  homosexuality 
because  of  its  essential  femininity,  especially  in  the 
use  of  ejaculations  such  as  “Come  inside  me  Lord.” 

Cleaver  was  chased  off  the  stage  at  a  Christian 
college  for  pointing  out  “the  very  faggoty  way  Born 
Agains  relate  to  Jesus.” 

Cleaver  has  helped  start  a  new  church  called 
Christlam,  a  combination  of  Christianity  and  Islam, 
which  is  based  on  male  supremacy,  and  includes  a 
group  called  “Guardians  of  the  sperm”  and  a  course 
for  young  men  which  will  teach  them  how  to  accost 
young  women  on  street  corners.  Cleaver  told  Warren 
Hinckle,  as  reported  in  the  May  13  San  Francisco 
Chronicle,  that  the  course  will  teach  men  how  to  deal 
wih  the  following  situation:  “You  see  a  good  looking 
woman  on  the  street  corner.  Immediately  you  want  to 
screw  her.  We  teach  pursuit.  How  to  insinuate 
yourself  into  her  life  once  you  find  her.  How  to  pin  her 
down.” 

Cleaver  boasted  to  Hinckle  that  he  beats  his  wife 
when  she  rebels  against  his  authority.  Said  Cleaver, 
“You  take  this  battered  wife  thing.  That’s  mostly 
lesbian  propaganda.  I  consider  it  an  insidious 
movement.  There  are  all  kinds  of  institutions  to 
service  and  defend  those  so-called  battered  wives. 
What  nobody’s  saying  is  that  most  of  the  time  the 
bitch  needed  her  ass  kicked.” 

Cleaver’s  Guardians  of  the  Sperm  organization 
teaches  men  to  conserve  their  vital  bodily  fluids  and 
to  protect  them  from  lesbian  idealogues  who  he 
believes  thwart  the  male  sperm  in  its  sacred  mission 
of  sexual  intercourse.  He  believes  that  “little  men 
with  large  penises  will  come  into  their  own.” 
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Lesbian  Chorus 

Walkout  Causes 
S.F.  Controversy 


Compiled  by  Fran  Koski 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  What 
one  member  optimistically  called 
the  “healing  process’’  is  proceed¬ 
ing  very  slowly  after  the  San 
Francisco  Lesbian  Chorus  walked 
out  of  a  benefit  for  gay  city 
supervisor  Harry  Britt  at  the 
Castro  Theatre  April  18. 
According  to  a  May  press  release 
prepared  by  spokeswomen  for  the 
60-member  Chorus,  the  event  was 
organized  by  Britt  aides  to  raise 
money  for  campaign  debts  as  well 
as  “to  provide  a  show  of  solidari¬ 
ty  among  lesbians  and  gay  men.” 

But,  they  charge,  famed  female 
impersonator  Charles  Pierce’s 
routine  turned  the  evening  from 
“a  show  of  solidarity  [to]  a 
display  of  the  deep  divisions 
between  San  Francisco  lesbians 
and  the  gay  male  Castro  Street 
community.” 

“It  became  clear  early  on  from 
Pierce’s  racist  jokes  that  this  was 
going  to  be  offensive,”  Chorus 
member  Virginia  Crowder  told 
Gay  Community  News. 

Another  Chorus  member,  Mimi 
Goodwin,  agreed  that  “it  was  not 
just  the  sexism,  but  also  the 
racism  and  classism”  of  Pierce’s 
one-liners,  along  with  the 
delighted  response  of  the  1500 
predominantly  gay  white  males  in 
the  audience,  that  hurt  and 
angered  the  Chorus. 

“The  Chorus  was  outraged  that 
these  thought  patterns  run  as 
deeply  in  the  gay  male  community 
as  they  do  in  society  at  large,” 
Goodwin  said.  According  to  the 
Chorus  press  release,  Pierce’s 
warmly  received  act  included  the 
following: 

— Pierce  as  Bette  Davis  holding 
a  lighted  cigarette  and  ritually 
burning  a  woman,  saying,  “I 
burned  her,  I  burned  her.” 

— A  joke  about  Iranian  women 
wearing  veils  because  they  are  “so 
ugly.” 

— An  anecdote  about  driving 
on  the  L.A.  freeway  which 
explicitly  insulted  several 
minorities  including  Catholics, 
Jews  and  Mexicans. 

Crowder  told  GCN  that  as  soon 
as  this  “barrage  of  offensive 
material”  began,  some  of  the 
Chorus,  which  was  seated  at  the 
front  of  the  audience,  convened  to 
the  lobby  to  discuss  an  appro¬ 
priate  response. 


After  debate,  Crowder  said,  it 
was  decided  that  the  Chorus 
■should  fulfill  its  commitment  by 
staying  and  singing,  but  should 
also  make  a  protest  statement. 
Leaving  three  women  in  the  lobby 
to  write  the  statement,  Crowder 
said,  the  women  returned  to  their 
seats  only  to  hear  “Pierce  letting 
loose  with  even  worse  material” 
such  as  the  following  joke: 

— “Why  do  they  put  cocks  on 
weathervanes?  Because  wouldn’t 
a  cunt  look  funny  flapping  in  the 
breeze?  And  when  the  wind  blew 
through  it,  it  might  give  erroneous 
weather  reports.” 

Pierce’s  next  comment  about 
not  wanting  to  be  downwind  of  a 
“weather  cunt”  was  nearly 
drowned  out,  according  to  the 
Chorus  press  release,  by  the 
Chorus’  booing,  hissing,  and 
shouting  while  the  gay  male 
audience  continued  to  cheer  and 
encourage  Charles  Pierce. 

“I  don’t  know  if  I  can  express 
the  gut-level  fear  we  felt,  the 
horror  of  being  surrounded  by 
thousands  of  people  applauding 
this  sexist,  hurtful  stuff,” 
Crowder  told  GCN. 

Chorus  conductor  Sondra 
Zambino  told  GCN,  “The 
experience  cut  our  hearts  out  as 
women,  not  just  as  lesbians.” 

Feeling  that  their  protest 
statement  would  not  be  heard  by 
the  now  hostile  audience,  and  that 
it  had  "become  so  absolutely  dis¬ 
gusting  that  we  had  to  leave,” 
Crowder  said,  the  entire  Chorus 
stood  up  and  walked  out  of  the 
theater.  About  10  women  and  20 
men  joined  the  walkout,  she  said. 

Outside  the  theater  “we  were  all 
either  crying  or  raging,  and  then 
we  began  singing,  which  was  a 
unifying  and  loving  experience.” 
An  audience  gathered  on  the 
street,  and  some  of  the  men  who 
had  followed  the  Chorus  out 
stood  around  with  tears  streaming 
down  their  faces,  Crowder  said. 
“It  was  the  beginning  of  what  will 
be  a  long  healing  process.” 

Chorus  conductor  Sondra 
(Sonnie)  Zambino  told  GCN  she 
had  met  with  Charles  Pierce  twice 
in  the  days  preceding  the  benefit 
and  “he  gave  me  no  impression 
his  dialogue  would  be  as  raunchy 
as  it  was.  He  did  say  he  planned  to 
introduce  us  as  ‘girls,’  and  I  asked 
him  to  use  ‘women,’  and  he 


WAVAP  Protesters 
To  Be  Tried 

For  Blood-Pouring 


Harry  Britt 


agreed.  I  thought  everything  was 
fine  and  I  was  even  looking 
forward  to  his  act.” 

Crowder,  asked  her  opinion  of 
Harry  Britt’s  responsibility  for  the 
incident,  replied  “I  think  he  and 
his  staff  were  entirely  responsible. 
Why  would  they  ask  any  one  who 
does  a  nightclub  act  like  that  to  a 
think  like  [the  benefit]  anyway?” 
Crowder  and  Chorus  members 
Goodwin  and  Zambino  told  GCN 
they  will  meet  with  Britt  June  10th 
to  present  three  demands: 

— Britt  should  launch  some 
activity  to  educate  the  gay  male 
community  on  sexism  and  racism. 

— Britt  should  make  good  his 
promises  to  support  the  lesbian 
community,  perhaps  by  spon¬ 
soring  a  benefit  for  the  San 
Francisco  Women’s  Building. 

— Britt  should  make  a  public 
apology  to  San  Francisco  lesbians. 

Supervisor  Britt  wrote  an  open 
letter  to  the  gay  community  soon 
after  the  walkout.  Appearing  in 
the  May  2  Sentinel,  a  Bay  Area 
gay  newspaper,  the  statement  read 
in  part, 

“[0]ne  of  the  women  said  to 
me  very  clearly  and  simply  that  I 
should  put  aside  political  consid¬ 
erations  and  my  desire  that  the 
community  be  united  and  simply 
continued  on  page  9 


Compiled  by  Fran  Koski 

HARTFORD,  CT  —  Three 
members  of  Womyn  Against  Vio¬ 
lence  and  Pornography 
(WAVAP)  will  be  tried  June  2  for 
a  protest  action  last  February  in 
which  they  poured  human  blood 
on  books.  Films  and  displays  at 
the  Bare  Facts  lingerie  shop. 
Linda  Hand,  Jane  Quinn,  and 
Shell  Wildwomoon  face  a  possible 
Five  year  jail  sentence  and  $5000 
Fine  for  criminal  trespass,  a  class 
D  felony,  and  one  year  sentences 
for  criminal  mischief  and  inter¬ 
fering  with  an  ofFicer. 

“We  strongly  believe  the  stuff 
he  (Bare  Facts  owner  Sidney  Daff- 
ner)  sells  leads  directly  to  the  rape 
and  battering  of  women,” 
WAVAP  member  Linda  Hand 
told  Gay  Community  News. 
Daffner’s  shop  features 
mannequins  in  what  Hand  called 
exploitative  dress,”  dildos  with 
metal  spikes,  a  wall  of  paperbacks 
such  as  Whippings  for  Wicked 
Wives,  and  an  unadvertised 
Fantasy  Room  where  whips  are 
displayed. 

Located  prominently  in  down¬ 
town  Hartford,  Bare  Facts  also 
features  “Men’s  Nights”  for 
Valentine’s  Day,  Christmas  and 
Mother’s  Day,  when  male  cus¬ 
tomers  congregate  to  drink  cham¬ 
pagne  and  watch  live  women 
model  “Times  Square-type” 
lingerie. 

It  was  against  the  Christmas 
Men’s  Night  last  December  that 
WAVAP  organized  its  first  pro¬ 
test,  a  reportedly  peaceful  picket 
line  of  women’s,  anti-nuclear,  and 
various  social  justice  groups. 


“We’ve  all  been  involved  in 
civil  disobedience  and  in  the  anti¬ 
nuclear  movement,  trying  to  make 
connections  with  sexism  as 
another  oppression  we’re  all  faced 
with,”  Hand  told  GCN. 
“Although  I  come  from  an  activ¬ 
ist  background,  this  was  the  worst 
experience  I’ve  had  picketing.” 

Hand  said  that  demonstrators 
were  subjected  to  verbal  harass¬ 
ment  from  police  shouting  “This 
man  has  a  right  to  his  business” 
and  “There  are  just  as  many 
battered  men  as  battered 
women.”  She  said  that  male 
customers  drunk  on  Men’s  Night 
champagne  yelled,  “What’s  the 
matter,  girls,  are  you  gay?”  and 
threatened  rape.  One  man  ex¬ 
posed  himself  to  a  woman  who 
was  not  a  member  of  WAVAP, 
Hand  said. 

“After  that  experience,  we  felt 
even  more  strongly  that  the  ob- 
jectiFication  and  exploitation 
Daffner  is  responsible  for  results 
in  violence  against  women,” 
Hand  told  GCN.  “We  decided  to 
make  a  stronger  statement.” 
.WAVAP  planned  the  blood¬ 
pouring  action  with  full  know¬ 
ledge  that  arrests  were  almost  cer¬ 
tain,  Hand  said. 

During  business  hours  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  7,  they  entered  Bare  Facts 
with  signs  like  “No  More  Profits 
Off  Our  Bodies,”  poured  blood 
on  some  of  Daffner’s  merchandise 
saying  “This  is  the  blood  of  raped 
and  battered  women,”  and  sat 
down  on  the  floor  holding  hands. 
Blood  used  in  the  action  had  been 
drawn  from  WAVAP  members  by 
Continued  on  page  7 


Lesbian  Presence  Visible 
At  Women’s  Studies  Conference 


By  Paula  Krebs 
BLOOMINGTON,  IN  —  A  de¬ 
cided  note  of  progress  in  the 
direction  of  recognition  of  lesbian 
visibility  marked  the  second 
national  conference  of  the 
National  Women’s  Studies  Assoc¬ 
iation  here  last  week,  May  16 
through  20.  The  four-day  con¬ 
ference,  hosted  by  Indiana  Uni¬ 
versity,  featured  over  a  dozen 
lesbian-centered  workshops  and 
cultural  events  among  the  over 
200  total  sessions.  All  of  those 


News  Commentary 

NBC  Show  Not  As  Bad 


By  David  Lamble 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  tele¬ 
phone  survey  of  local  lesbian  and 
gay  leaders  indicates  that  many 
were  unaware  of  the  NBC  Prime 
Time  Saturday  segment  that 
revealed  problems  arising  from 
the  mostly-gay  gentriFication  of 
previously  minority  inner-city 
neighborhoods  here. 

Of  Five  persons  attending  a 
steering-committee  meeting  of  a 
gay  Democratic  club,  only  two 
had  seen  the  program.  One  promi¬ 
nent  San  Francisco  activist  who 
had  played  a  starring  role  in  the 
recent  CBS  documentary  Gay 
Power,  Gay  Politics  told  GCN 
that  he  didn’t  know  the  show  was 
coming  up. 

Prior  to  the  broadcast,  a  few 
gay  leaders  had  indicated  that  they 
had  feared  another  media  “black 
eye”  for  the  community,  and  as  a 
result  were  not  planning  to  be  near 
their  TV  sets  when  the  program, 
hosted  by  Tom  Snyder,  summed 


up  the  battle  for  turf  between 
gays,  blacks,  and  Hispanic 
residents. 

Comments  of  those  who 
watched  the  program  were  sur¬ 
prisingly  mild,  and  even  some¬ 
what  approving.  “I  think  it  was  a 
fair  presentation  with  what  they 
had  to  deal  with,”  said  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Stonewall  Democratic 
Club,  Gerry  Parker.  “I  think  it 
could  have  been  better,  but  I 
don’t  think  it  placed  the  gay 
community  in  the  light  that  it 
placed  it  in  vis-a-vis  the  CBS 
documentary.” 

Parker,  a  veteran  of  gay  and 
Democratic  activism  on  the  East 
and  West  Coasts,  noted  that  NBC 
talked,  “unfortunately,  with  a 
very  narrow  segment  of  the  gay 
community.” 

Both  Parker  and  lesbian  activist 
Priscilla  Alexander  noted  with  ap¬ 
proval  that  NBC  chose  to  focus 
attention  on  the  violence  directed 
against  gay  men.  Alexander 


pointed  out  that  some  low-income 
gay  men  wind  up  being  “victims 
of  both  beatings  and  high  rent.” 

Alexander  took  exception  to 
one  segment  of  the  program  which 
featured  the  comments  of  a  gay 
landlord,  Donald  Lipper.  Lipper 
gained  notoriety  last  year 
when  he  exclaimed  in  a  newspaper 
interview,  “Why  the  hell  should 
this  gem  of  a  city  be  given  over  to 
Continued  on  page  9 


sessions  focused  on  promoting 
feminist  ideals  in  research, 
teaching,  writing  and  activism. 

In  addition  to  the  workshops 
sponsored  by  the  NWSA  Lesbian 
Caucus,  the  organization’s  largest 
sub-group,  participants  noted  an 
encouraging  trend  in  traditional 
workshops  to  include  lesbian 
scholarship. 

“There  wasn’t  the  degree  of 
lesbian  invisibility  in  the  research 
that  there  was  last  year  [in 
Lawrence,  Kansas],”  said  St. 
Paul,  Minn,  student  Monys 
Hagen.  “And  that’s  a  good  sign 
—  a  real  change  in  attitudes,  be¬ 
cause  academe  is  basically  homo- 
phobic.” 

“There  was  much  more  direc¬ 
tion  in  the  lesbian  events  than  last 
year,”  commented  Sue  Stepanek, 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  “Every  lesbian 
workshop  was  packed.” 

Lesbian  workshops  consistently 
drew  large  attendence,  and 
frequently  had  to  be  moved  to 
larger  quarters.  One  such  event 
was  a  reading  from  their  book  The 
Coming  Out  Stories  by  the 
editors,  Susan  J.  Wolfe  and  Julie 
Penelope  Stanley,  and  contribu¬ 
tors  including  Naiad  Press  editor 
Barbara  Grier,  Leigh  Star,  and 
Sarah  Hoagland,  which  drew  over 
200  women. 

Other  highlights  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  included  a  slide  show  by  les¬ 
bian  photographer  JEB  (Joan  E. 
Biren),  and  a  workshop  on 
“Styles  of  Being  a  Lesbian  in 
Paris,  1880-1945,”  presented  by 
artist  Tee  Corinne  and  Frances 
Doughty,  chair  of  the  Women’s 
Caucus  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force. 

Especially  well-received  was  a 
session  on  “Yesterday’s  Lessons: 
Voices  of  the  Lesbian  Commun¬ 


ity,”  in  which  Madeline  Davis  and 
Avra  Michelson,  of  the  Buffalo 
Women’s  Oral  History  Project, 
explored  aspects  of  lesbian  bars  in 
Buffalo  in  the  1940s  and  1950s, 
and  Barbara  Grier  examined  the 
life  and  work  of  1950s  popular 
novelist  Gladys  Taber  and  her 
“friend  and  longtime 

companion,”  Jill. 

Margaret  Cruikshank,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  English  at  the  University 
of  San  Francisco  and  editor  of  the 
recently-released  The  Lesbian 
Path,  expressed  pleasure  at  the 
place  of  lesbians  in  the  NWSA  in 
her  address  as  part  of  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  keynote  panel  on  “Sexual 
Politics:  Ten  Years  Later.” 

“One  of  the  biggest  changes  in 
the  women’s  movement  in  the  last 
ten  years,”  Cruikshank  noted,  “is 
the  presence  of  a  lesbian-feminist 
on  a  panel  such  as  this.” 

Cruikshank  said  that  the 
NWSA  has  a  large  and  increasing 
lesbian  enrollment,  and,  indeed, 
serves  “a  national  lesbian  network 
function.”  “Last  year,  I  felt  like  I 
was  at  a  national  lesbian  conven¬ 
tion,”  she  noted,  to  cheers  from 
an  audience  of  over  1500  women. 

“We  can  no  longer  tolerate 
tokenism,  or  courses  ignoring 
us,”  said  Cruikshank.  “We  must 
work  to  eliminate  the  assumption 
of  heterosexuality  from  the  teach- 
ing  of  women’s  studies.” 

Other  participants  in  the  Sexual 
Politics  panel  included  Elizabeth 
Janeway,  another  of  numerous 
books  including  Man’s  World, 
Woman’s  Place;  Louise  Arm¬ 
strong,  author  of  Kiss  Daddy 
Goodnight,  a  book  on  incest;  and 
Dale  Spender,  editor  of  Women ’s 
Studies  International  Quarterly. 
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child  custody 

Dear  Editor  and  Readers, 

I  have  just  finished  reading  the  article  entitled 
“Parenting”  by  Alice  Fisher,  in  the  May  3  issue 
of  GCN.  I  found  the  statement,  which  attorney 
Lynne  Dahlborg  made,  “the  Massachusetts 
courts  assume  .  .  .  lesbianism  is  not  a  basis  for 
loss  of  custody,”  to  be  totally  misleading.  I 
would  certainly  like  to  know  how  many  judges 
she  knows  of,  in  this  state,  who  would  actually 
assume  that  position.  After  having  fought,  for 
such  an  incredible  amount  of  time,  for  my  own 
children,  I  am  appalled  at  that  statement.  I 
know,  for  a  fact,  that  I  lost  my  most  recent  court 
battle  purely  because  I  am  a  lesbian.  If  Ms. 
Dahlborg’s  statement  were  correct,  I  am  sure  we 
would  not  be  going  to  the  Massachusetts 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  to  get  a  ruling  on 
whether  or  not  my  lesbianism  is  sufficient  reason 
to  keep  my  children  and  I  separated. 

Up  to  now,  obviously,  some  judges  do  feel 
lesbianism  is  sufficient  reason,  as  was  proven  in 
my  case  and  reported  by  this  paper  as  well  as 
many  others.  After  having  first  hand  experience 
in  this,  my  suggestion  to  other  lesbian  mothers  in 
this  state  is,  if  you  are  being  faced  with  a  custody 
battle,  try  to  put  it  off  until  the  fall  at  least.  The 
Supreme  Court  is  expected  to  hear  my  case  on 
June  9th  and  therefore  is  expected  to  make  a 
ruling  by  August.  If  they  rule  in  my  favor 
(lesbianism,  in  itself,  does  not  make  a  mother 
“unfit”),  then  you  won’t  have  to  worry  about  it. 
However,  if  they  choose  not  to  rule  in  my  favor 
my  advice  is,  stay  in  the  closet  or  else  lower  court 
judges  will  have  a  field  day  with  you. 

Before  I  close  this,  I  would  just  like  to  express 
my  deep  appreciation  for  all  the  support  I  have 
received  from  my  brothers  and  sisters.  We  never 
could  have  gotten  this  far  without  you.  With 
that,  I  would  also  like  to  publicly  express  a  deep 
and  special  appreciation  and  love  for  all  the 
women  in  the  Franklin  County  Lesbian  Alliance 
for  their  help  and  support. 

In  the  Struggle, 

Bunny  A.  King 
Deerfield,  MA 

media  oppression 

Dear  GCN, 

1  support  the  actions  of  my  gay  brothers  and 
my  lesbian  sisters  in  San  Francisco.  I  condemn 
the  television  program  “Gay  Power  -  Gay 
Politics”  for  its  failure  to  acknowledge  the 
existence  of  lesbians,  for  its  anti-gay  bias,  for  its 
lack  of  depth  in  not  presenting  the  reasons  for 
the  gay  actions,  and  for  its  sexist  sensationalism. 

Some  people  excuse  these  irresponsible  media 
presentations  as  a  simple  lack  of  objectivity;  the 
truth  is  that  they  are  both  bigoted  and  deliberate 
gay  persecution. 

There  are  two  reasons  for  that  position.  First, 
a  majority  of  the  media  people  are  heterosexual; 
no  outsider  can  speak  knowledgeably  for  or 
about  us.  This  problem  can  be  resolved  only  by 
creating  a  Department  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Affairs  in  each  media  company.  A  staff  of  our 
people  would  write,  edit,  direct,  produce,  present 
and  promote  all  material  about  the  gay 
community. 

Second,  reinforcing  prejudice  is  profitable, 
whether  the  material  is  openly  anti-gay  or  some 
known  anti-gay  people  appear  in  some  other 
guise.  The  solution  here  is  a  combination  of 
letters  to  the  offenders,  product  boycotts,  a  sub¬ 
stantial  reduction  of  readership  or  television 
viewing,  and  some  government  regulation. 

In  closing,  1  say  thank  you  to  all  of  the  people 
in  the  gay  community  for  their  efforts  in  fighting 
media  oppression;  we  will  win. 

Dean  Watson 
Jersey  City,  NJ 


notice 

GCN  is  currently  sending  letters  to 
everyone  who  has  let  their  subscription 
expire  since  August.  Some  people  who  have 
renewed  may  inadvertently  get  notices. 
Please  don’t  panic,  if  you  are  reading  this 
your  subscription  has  not  expired.  We  do 
hope  you  will  take  the  opportunity  to  fill 
out  and  return  the  “feedback”  form. 


Last  Chance 

We  need  your  help.  The  two  gay  rights 
bills  (Massachusetts)  are  scheduled  to 
come  up  for  a  vote  within  the  next  week. 
We  need  you  to  write  to  your  state 
senator  and  state  representative  asking 
for  their  support.  The  bill  numbers  are 
H.B.  4020,  which  protects  people 
employed  under  civil  service,  and  H.B. 
3882,  which  is  a  general  anti-discrimina¬ 
tion  bill.  We  can  win  with  your  support. 
Thanks. 


To  the  Community, 

We,  the  elected  Spokespeople  for  New  York 
City’s  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
(CLGR),  are  writing  an  open  letter  to  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  in  response  to  a  letter  which 
appeared  in  Gotham  (30  April  80),  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  7,  No.  41,  Community  Voices,  Wayne 
Sunday)  entitled  “A  Coalition  Officer  Resigns.” 
The  letter  was  further  circulated  in  the 
community  as  a  leaflet  and  mailed  to  other  pub¬ 
lications.  It  presented  an  inaccurate  and  dis¬ 
torted  view  of  not  only  our  positions,  but  our 
specific  actions  as  well. 

These  distortions  may  further  contribute  to  a 
smear  campaign  being  waged  against  CLGR, 
along  with  active  attempts  to  sabotage  our  work. 

The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  was 
formed  in  the  summer  of  1977,  after  the  defeat 
of  the  Dade  County  gay  rights  ordinance,  in 
order  to  build  a  movement  to  fight  for  lesbian 
and  gay  rights.  It  has  worked  for  the  passage  of  a 
city-wide  gay  rights  bill  and  has  assisted  in 
organizing  actions  and  lobbying  efforts  on  a 
state-wide  level.  Two  of  CLGR’s  Spokespeople 
were  previously  Spokespeople  for  NYSCGO,  the 
New  York  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations. 
We  will  continue,  as  we  always  have,  to  work  for 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  on  the  city,  state  and  even 
the  national  level.  CLGR  is  an  organization 
composed  of  over  40  individual  lesbian  and  gay 
groups  representing  the  wide  spectrum  of  our 
community. 

Specifically,  we  are  now  being  attacked  for  our 
role  in  the  April  12,  1980,  March  on  Albany.  It  is 
important  that  the  community  know  the  true 
facts  of  our  involvement. 

Since  the  beginning  stages  of  the  Albany 
march,  CLGR  had  serious  reservations  and  hesi¬ 
tated  to  give  our  endorsement  because  of  charges 
of  racism,  sexism,  poor  organization,  and 
questions  about  who  was  actually  organizing  the 
march.  Later,  the  issue  of  a  spokesperson  for  the 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA)  as  the  keynote  speaker  at  the 
Albany  rally  raised  even  more  doubts  about  the 
wisdom  of  our  participation. 

Our  first  involvement  with  the  march  began  on 
Dec.  8,  1979,  at  a  mass  community  meeting 
called  by  the  Coalition  to  discuss  a  variety  of 
concerns  facing  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

Under  a  report  on  “The  Status  of  State  and 
Local  Legislation,”  the  minutes  of  that  meeting 
show  the  community  was  informed  that  “a  new 
state-wide  group  is  calling  for  a  mass  march  on 
Albany  to  get  this  (gay  rights)  legislation 
moving.”  Being  presented  as  an  announcement, 
no  discussion  of  the  march  took  place  and  there 
was  no  mention  of  our  possible  endorsement. 

On  Dec.  15,  1979,  the  New  York  March  on 
Washington  Committee  called  another 
community  meeting.  Vem  Hall,  from  Rochester, 
N.Y.,  attended  this  meeting  and  introduced 
plans  for  the  March  on  Albany.  After  a  lengthy 
discussion,  the  plans  were  still  not  clear  to  those 
attending.  It  was  even  unclear  as  to  who  were  the 
actual  organizers  of  the  march.  Although  the 
majority  of  those  in  attendance  were  CLGR 
members,  this  was  not  a  CLGR  meeting.  There¬ 
fore,  a  vote  for  endorsement  was  not  possible  at 
that  time. 

On  Jan.  20,  1980,  a  meeting  took  place  in 
Albany  to  discuss  and  plan  the  March  on 
Albany.  Coalition  representatives  attended  this 
meeting. 

Two  days  later,  CLGR  held  its  regularly 
scheduled  meeting  at  which  both  its  own  repre¬ 
sentatives  and  those  from  the  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington  Committee  reported  their  concern  about 
apparent  racism  and  sexism  after  attending  the 
up-state  planning  meeting.  Again,  no  decisions 
were  made  about  the  march  due  to  a  lack  of  suf¬ 
ficient  information. 

On  Feb.  17,  a  second  planning  meeting  was 
held  in  Albany  after  much  confusion  as  to 
whether  it  was  going  to  take  place  at  all.  It  had 
been  scheduled,  cancelled,  and  then  re-scheduled 
by  different  organizers  from  up-state.  They  had 
failed  to  adequately  communicate  with  each 
other  and  especially  failed  to  do  so  with  down- 
state  people.  As  a  result  of  such  confusion,  one 
CLGR  representative  had  cancelled  plans  to 
attend  the  meeting  and  only  one  other  was  able 
to  attend.  After  such  confusion,  our  representa¬ 
tives  did  not  even  know  who  were  the  organizers 
behind  the  re-scheduled  meeting. 

CLGR  received  negative  reports  again  at  its 
meeting  on  Feb.  19,  when  Coalition  members 
returned  with  complaints  about  the  disorganized 
manner  in  which  the  march  was  being  planned. 
Once  more,  reports  of  racist  and  sexist  behavior 
on  the  part  of  some  march  organizers  were 
brought  to  CLGR’s  attention,  further  delaying 
the  Coalition’s  endorsement  of  the  Albany 
march. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  on  March  4,  CLGR 
received  a  report  that  up-state  organizers  were 
distributing  a  flyer  which  listed  CLGR  as  an 
endorser  of  the  March  on  Albany.  The  flyer  was 
dated  as  Feb.  29,  1980,  and  was  mailed  to  local 
New  York  City  organizations.  Coalition  Spokes¬ 
people  and  members  were  very  upset  by  the  flyer 
since  the  Coaltion  had  not  endorsed  the  march  at 
that  time. 

After  much  debate  and  discussion,  a  motion 
was  made  to  endorse  the  march.  Although  many 


Coalition  members  had  serious  reservations  con¬ 
cerning  endorsement,  the  majority  agreed  to  do 
so  for  the  sake  of  unity  because  the  march  was 
going  to  happen  anyway  and  organizers  had 
stated  they  would  strive  for  gender  parity  and  at 
least  20%  Third  World  participation.  CLGR 
endorsed  the  March  on  Albany  at  this  meeting  on 
March  4. 

At  the  third  planning  meeting  in  Albany  on 
March  16,  David  Thorstad  was  nominated  as  one 
of  the  two  keynote  speakers  for  the  Albany  rally. 
Two  days  later  at  CLGR’s  meeting,  the  Coalition 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  voted  to  withdraw  its 
endorsement  and  participation  as  a  result  of 
Thorstad’s  selection. 

CLGR’s  withdrawal  of  endorsement  after 
Thorstad’s  selection  was  based  on  his  position  as 
spokesperson  of  and  public  identification  with 
the  North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA).  The  NAMBLA  position  supporting 
adult/child  sex  and  the  revision  of  the  age  of 
consent  laws  are  issues  which  CLGR  has  previ¬ 
ously  rejected  as  legitimate  issues  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community. 

The  chronology  of  CLGR’s  involvement  with 
the  March  on  Albany  shows  the  serious  difficulty 
it  had  in  endorsing  the  march  from  its  very 
beginning.  The  interjection  of  NAMBLA’s 
spokesperson  into  the  march  made  our  endorse¬ 
ment  impossible.  Our  position  on  this  issue  re¬ 
quired  that  we  withdraw  our  endorsement. 

A  brief  outline  of  the  CLGR-NAMBLA  con¬ 
troversy  is  as  follows: 

The  issue  of  “man/boy  love”  has  been 
plaguing  our  movement  since  late  1978  when 
David  Thorstad’s  “Statement  to  the  Gay  Libera¬ 
tion  Movement  on  the  Issue  of  Man/Boy  Love” 
was  submitted  to  Gay  Community  News  for  pub¬ 
lication.  The  statement,  distributed  at  the  Dec.  2, 
1978,  Boston  “Conference  on  Man/Boy  Love 
and  the  Age  of  Consent,”  was  published  in  the 
Jan.  6,  1979,  issue  of  GCN.  Following  the  state¬ 
ment’s  publication,  a  controversy  among  readers 
continued  in  the  pages  of  GCN  for  several 
months. 

However,  not  only  was  the  issue  controversial 
among  members  of  the  Coalition,  but  the  GCN 
article  identified  Thorstad  as  “Spokesperson, 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  New  York 
City.”  This  identification  continued  to  be  con¬ 
troversial  within  CLGR. 

The  issue  arose  again  at  the  Philadelphia 
Conference,  Feb.  27-29,  held  for  planning  the 
National  March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights.  CLGR,  along  with  many  other 
groups,  stated  its  opposition  to  the  revision  of 
age  of  consent  as  a  fifth  demand  of  the  march. 

After  it  was  rejected  as  a  march  demand,  the 
issue  of  "man/boy  love”  was  brought  to  the 
Coalition.  The  issue  was  considered  divisive  and 
also  a  diversion  from  the  work  at  hand  as  dis¬ 
cussions  on  the  subject  were  disruptive  and  pre¬ 
vented  important  work  from  getting  done.  After 
much  debate,  a  majority  vote  taken  on  March 
27,  stated  that  this  was  not  an  issue  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  movement. 

David  Thorstad  was  present  and  voted  with 
the  majority  to  declare  the  “man/boy  love” 
issue  as  divisive  and  a  diversion  from  the  real 
aims  of  the  movement  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights. 

Afterwards,  Thorstad  announced  his  resigna¬ 
tion  as  a  CLGR  Spokesperson  due  to  personal 
commitment,  but  he  did  not  resign  as  a  member 
of  the  Coalition. 

On  April  7,  1979,  CLGR  responded  with  an 
official  letter  to  a  syndicated  column  by  William 
Buckley  which  accused  CLGR  of  supporting  the 
issue  of  “pederasty.”  The  public  accusation 
resulted  from  Thorstad’s  statement  on 
“man/boy  love”  which  identified  him  as  a 
CLGK  Spokesperson. 

In  reply  to  Buckley’s  column,  the  letter  to  the 
editor  stated  “We  do  not  see  sex  between  adults 
and  children  as  ‘the  ultimate  goal  of  the  move¬ 
ment,’  as  Buckley  wrote,  but  as  a  diversion  from 
our  goals.  We  oppose  the  sexual  abuse  of 
children  by  heterosexual  and  homosexual 
persons.  We  totally  dissociate  ourselves  from  any 
attempt  to  inject  the  issue  of  pederasty  into  our 
movement.” 

This  issue  did  not  come  up  again  in  the 
Coalition,  not  because  of  an  alleged  “gag  rule” 
on  the  issue,  but  because  no  one  chose  to  raise 
the  issue  again  until  March  18,  1980,  when  the 
Coalition  was  informed  that  David  Thorstad  had 
been  selected  as  a  keynote  speaker  for  the  March 
on  Albany. 

As  a  result  of  the  recent  controversy  surround¬ 
ing  this  issue  and  the  accusations  directed  at  the 
Coalition,  it  is  necessary  that  we  prepare  a  posi¬ 
tion  paper  on  the  issue  of  “man/boy  love”  and 
the  age  of  consent.  Work  on  the  position  paper  is 
now  in  progress  and  it  will  be  released  to  the 
entire  community  upon  completion. 

Andy  Humm 
Eleanor  Cooper 
Joyce  Hunter 
Betty  Santoro 
Jim  Levin 
Fred  Goldhaber 
Spokespeople 

Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
New  York,  NY 
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Community  Voices 


repudiation 


Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Steering  Committee  of  the 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  in  New 
York  City  on  May  6,  while  a  debate  was  going  on 
about  the  right  of  non-member  observers  to 
speak  at  CLGR  meetings,  1  put  my  name  to  a 
letter  entitled  Open  Letter  on  “Man/Boy  Love” 
and  the  March  on  Albany.  It  is  my  intention  in 
this  present  personal  statement  to  explain  why  I 
signed  that  letter  and  why  now  1  choose  to  repu¬ 
diate  that  earlier  open  letter  from  the  CLGR 
spokes  people. 

During  the  controversy  over  CLGR’s  partici¬ 
pation  in  and  subsequent  sabotage  of  the  March 
on  Albany  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  a  serious 
split  developed  between  member  organizations  in 
NYC’s  CLGR.  In  an  effort  to  prevent  further 
splitting  of  groups  within  CLGR  and  in  hopes  of 
bringing  groups  together  again,  CLGR  spokes- 
people  held  an  emergency  meeting  on  Apfil  27  at 
which  I  urged  that  the  spokespeople  present  to 
the  body  at  the  next  meeting  a  statement  that 
Coalition  leaders  were  agreed  that  we  had  many 
things  to  achieve  in  the  months  ahead  and  that 
the  business  with  Albany  must  be  put  behind  us. 
That  idea  carried,  and  what  evolved  out  of  it  was 
the  open  letter. 

I  personally  had  no  input  into  the  letter.  I  first 
saw  it  when  it  was  thrust  into  my  hands  on  May 
6,  five  minutes  before  the  CLGR  meeting  began. 

I  read  it  as  quickly ‘as  1  could  and  found 
problems  with  it  immediately,  but  I  felt  that  I 
had  committed  myself  to  signing  it. 

I  signed  it  in  the  hope  that  it  would  promote 
unity  and  cooperation  within  the  Coalition  and 
restore  order  to  our  meetings.  I  realize  now  that 
my  effort  was  in  vain  and  that  there  can  be  no 
unity  or  cooperation  within  CLGR  with  its 
present  leadership  and  with  their  manipulation, 
bullying,  and  intimidation  of  members  every 
time  a  vote  is  taken  or  an  issue  is  discussed.  For 
this  reason,  I  feel  compelled  to  drop  the  pretense 
and  expose  the  open  letter  as  nothing  less  than  a  * 
pack  of  lies,  half-truths,  and  distortions  written 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  whitewashing  the  repre¬ 
hensible  activities  of  CLGR  members  in  the 
matter  of  the  April  12  March  on  Albany. 

The  “present  leaders”  of  CLGR  believe  they 
own  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement.  These  people 
honestly  believe  that  THEY  pulled  off  the  March 

denunciation 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters: 

On  May  6,  1980,  the  spokespeople  of  the  Coa¬ 
lition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  (CLGR)  issued 
an  “Open  Letter  on  ‘Man/Boy  Love’  and  the 
March  on  Albany.”  This  “open  letter”  was 
supposed  to  address  the  letter  of  resignation  of 
Wayne  Sunday,  former  Membership  Secretary  of 
CLGR.  In  fact,  the  spokespeople  have  issued  a 
pack  of  self-serving  lies  and  deceptions  designed 
to  salvage  their  reputations. 

The  members  of  the  Gay  Media  Alliance  want 
to  make  it  known  that  we  do  not  endorse  or  agree 
with  the  CLGR  “open  letter.”  In  fact,  although 
the  letter  was  presented  at  a  steering  committee 
meeting  of  CLGR  it  was  never  authorized  by  the 
body.  Even  the  staunchest  supporters  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  power  bloc  in  CLGR  had  to  admit  that  there 
wre  too  many  serious  deviations  from  the  truth 
in  the  “open  letter”  for  it  to  be  passed  by  CLGR. 
And  yet  the  “open  letter”  was  sent  out,  and  it 
suggests  that  by  “.  .  .  over  40  individual  lesbian 
and  gay  groups  representing  the  wide  spectrum 
of  our  community.”! 

The  “open  letter’  makes  charges  of  racism, 
sexism  and  poor  organization  against  the  Albany 
march  organizers.  In  fact  the  only  charge  of 
racism  was  against  someone  from  New  York  City 
who  attended  the  Albany  planning  session.  The 
accused  is  also  a  frequent  representative  to 
CLGR  of  one  of  its  member  organizations!  The 
same  people  who  hollered  “racism,  sexism” 
about  the  march  organizers  have  been  using  the 
same  tactic  ever  since  against  anyone  who  dis¬ 
agrees  with  them. 

How  can  these  spokespeople  denigrate  anyone 
else  for  “poor  organization”?  CLGR  gave  up 
trying  to  get  out  its  one-sheet  newsletter  over  a 
year  ago.  CLGR  has  announced  its  restaurant 
boycott  to  the  press  two  or  three  times  in  18 
months,  yet  can’t  get  this  simple  action  off  the 
ground. 

There  are  omissions  and  lies  contained  in  the 
“often  letter’s”  chronology  too. 

At  the  March  16  planning  meeting,  when 
David  Thorstad  was  elected  to  be  a  speaker  over 

II  other  candidates,  there  were  present  and 
voting  no  fewer  than  eight  representatives  of 
member  groups  of  CLGR,  including  lesbian 
groups.  Also  present  was  Ms.  Susan  Russell 
representing  National  Organization  for 
Women/New  York  State,  and  a  male  CLGR 
spokesperson.  No  one  said  a  single  word  against 
David  Thorstad. 

At  this  meeting  the  NOW  representative,  Ms. 
Russell,  presented  a  motion  which  said  that  the 
fifth  demand  of  the  march  did  not  relate  in  any 
way  to  the  man/boy  love  issue.  This  motion 
passed  and  became  march  policy. 

On  March  18  the  representative  of  Lesbian 
Feminist  Liberation  (LFL)  presented  a  motion  to 
CLGR  which  stated  that,  “1)CLGR  demands 
that  the  march  organizers  remove  David  Thor¬ 
stad  from  the  speakers  list,  and  2)  if  Thorstad  is 


on  Washington  and  that  they  can  and  have  the 
right  to  sit  in  judgment  on  any  person  and  any 
action  and  decide  if  such  an  action  must  be  made 
to  fail  or  if  such  person  must  not  be  allowed  to 
speak.  These  “leaders”  did  this  in  Oberlin  and 
they  are  doing  it  here  in  NYC.  The  harm  they 
have  done  at  CLGR  “in  the  name  of  unity”  by 
stifling  discussions  and  voting  not  their  con¬ 
sciences  but  “the  party  line”  (the  Party  for 
Lesbian- and  Gay  Respectability)  is  egregious. 

To  date,  they  have  sabotaged  the  March  on 
Albany  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  rights,  destroyed 
the  April  13  NY  state-wide  conference  called  to 
create  a  coalition  of  lesbian  and  gay  people  and 
organizations  across  the  state,  and  are  currently 
working  to  take  over  control  of  NYC’s 
Christopher  Street  Liberation  Day  March.  In  this 
last  effort,  they  have  attempted  to  pass  them¬ 
selves  off  as  the  National  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Communications  Network/NYC  and  by  so 
doing,  may  have  jeopardized  the  credibility  of 
this  newly  established  national  network,  at  least 
loyally. 

More  lies  and  deceptions  have  been  told  by 
these  “leaders”  and  their  lackeys  than  is 
suspected.  The  March  on  Albany  fiasco  and  the 
“elections”  of  delegates  from  NYC  to  the 
Oberlin  Post  March  on  Washington  Policy  Con¬ 
ference  (another  deception)  are  just  the  two  most 
prominent  instances  of  their  treachery.  There  are 
others. 

I  am  well  aware  of  whom  I  am  exposing.  I 
know  the  reputations  of  these  people  across  the 
nation  —  skillful  organizers  and  effective  public 
speakers;  their  names  are  “household  words”  to 
people  in  the  movement.  But  I  cannot  and  will 
not  help  them  to  cover  up  these  abuses  of  power. 

The  open  Fetter  is  a  shabby  patchwork  of  half- 
truths  and  lies.  Do  not  be  deceived.  Rather,  refer 
to  Wayne  Sunday’s  letter  of  resignation  from 
CLGR  to  get  a  truer  picture  of  the  Albany 
scandal. 

I  believe  that  in  the  months  ahead,  more  of  the 
truth  will  come  out  and  that  my  allegations  will 
be  substantiated.  Until  then,  be  warned  about 
these  people. 

Yours  in  the  struggle  for  truth, 

Fred  Goldhaber 
Brooklyn,  NY 


not  removed  as  a  Speaker  CLGR  will  revoke  its 
endorsement  of  the  march,  rally  and  confer¬ 
ence.”  This  motion  was  issued  as  an  ultimatum. 
If  CLGR  didn’t  pass  the  motion,  LFL  said  that  it, 
would  withdraw  from  CLGR. 

The  LFL  representative  said  that  in  the  eyes  of 
everyone,  David  Thorstad  was  “the  embodiment 
of  the  man/boy  love  issue.”  Some  of  the  people 
who’d  been  at  Albany  on  March  16  agreed  to 
this,  even  though  they  hadn’t  seemed  to  have 
known  it  two  days  earlier! 

All  of  this  happened  even  though  David  Thor¬ 
stad  said  that  he  wouldn’t  mention  man/boy  love 
in  his  speech  (and  he  didn’t).  LFL  and  its  cronies 
from  CLGR  then  set  about  actively  spreading 
their  propaganda  against  David  Thorstad,  and 
coercing  speakers  and  participants  into  abandon¬ 
ing  the  march  and  rally  for  lesbian  and  gay 
rights. 

The  Christopher  St.  Liberation  Day  Com¬ 
mittee  (CSLDC)  of  New  York  City  pledged  $75 
to  help  offset  the  Albany  march  expenses.  People 
from  CLGR  and  LFL  came  to  the  April  7 
CSLDC  meeting  and  were  successful  in  prevent¬ 
ing  the  pledge  from  being  honored.  Betty  San¬ 
toro,  a  CLGR  spokesperson  and  prominent  LFL 
member  said  that  the  widely  distributed  leaflet 
advertising  the  march  had  falsely  listed  CLGR  as 
an  endorser.  Santoro  said  that  CLGR  had  never 
endorsed  the  march.  This  was  not  true.  This 
leaflet  (the  first  and  only  one  designed  for 
general  release,  not  to  be  confused  with  the  Feb¬ 
ruary  mailing)  had  been  printed  on  March  16, 
two  days  before  CLGR’s  surprise  disendorse- 
ment  of  the  march.  She  demanded  proof  that 
CLGR  had  endorsed  the  march;  she  demanded 
to  be  shown  where  the  CLGR  minutes  for  March* 
4,  1980,  said  that  CLGR  had  endorsed  the  march 
and  rally.  Minutes  are  not  taken  or  distributed  at 
CLGR  meetings.  There  are  no  minutes,  there 
isn’t  even  a  recording  secretary,  Santoro  knows 
this. 

Finally,  CLGR  never  voted  that  man/boy  love 
“.  .  .  was  not  an  issue  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
movement.”  What  was  passed  was  a  motion  to 
stop  making  endorsement  of  it  a  constant  topic 
of  debate  at  CLGR  meetings.  In  essence  the 
motion  was  to  say  that  CLGR  had  no  position  on 
the  man/boy  love  issue.  David  Thorstad  voted 
for  the  motion.  Would  he  have  voted  to  con¬ 
demn  man/boy  love?! 

Immediately  after  the  motion  was  passed  those 
who  feel  they  own  CLGR  started  denouncing 
man/boy  love  and  twisted  the  original  motion 
into  a  gag  rule.  On  at  least  two  separate 
occasions  people  were  silenced  by  the  gag  rule 
when  they  tried  to  say  something  related  to 
man/boy  love. 

Yours  truly, 

R.  Paul  Martin  Spokesperson 
Gay  Media  Alliance 
Brooklyn,  NY 


free  speech 

Dear  People, 

As  we  are  aware,  a  most  dangerous  crisis  now 
exists  withjn  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  which  threatens  not  only  its  very  exist¬ 
ence,  but  endangers  the  entire  gay  movement  as 
well. 

During  the  course  of  the  past  year,  the  Coali¬ 
tion  has  steadily  fallen  from  its  position  of  strong 
leadership  within  the  gay  community  to  its 
present  state  of  impecunious  and  strife-ridden 
anarchy. 

Within  recent  months,  the  March  on  Washing¬ 
ton  Committee,  which  could  have  served  as  a 
basis  for  a  powerful  national  organization  but, 
because  of  incompetence,  financial  irrespon¬ 
sibility,  and  a  lack  of  able  leadership,  ultimately 
must  be  disregarded  as  offering  any  hope  of  suc¬ 
cess.  A  deep  mistrust  of  the  Coalition  spokes¬ 
persons  now  exists  throughout  the  mainstream 
gay  rights  movement.  The  Coalition  is  now 
severely  crippled  in  terms  of  credibility  and  ef¬ 
fectiveness. 

The  deliberate  efforts  by  the  spokespersons  to 
wreck  the  March  on  Albany  has  created  another 
*torm  of  controversy  and,  more  gravely  serious, 
has  damaged  the  movement  as  a  whole.  What 
was  the  reason  for  the  spokespersons’  sabotage 
of  the  Albany  march?  Their  determination  to 
deny  the  Constitutional  right  of  free  speech. 

Whatever  specific  opinions  any  individual  or 
organization  may  hold  on  whatever  specific 
issue,  the  Gay  Atheists  League  of  America/NY 
upholds  the  right  of  free  and  untrammeled 
speech  by  anyone,  any  time,  any  place,  on  any 
subject.  If  even  one  person  is  denied  this  free¬ 
dom,  we  all  lose  it. 

If  CLGR  is  to  be  saved  from  its  own  self-des¬ 
truction,  sweeping  changes  must  be  made  now  to 
save  whatever  may  be  salvaged  from  the  wreck¬ 
age  and  we  must  all  build  anew  on  more  demo¬ 
cratic  lines  with  freedom  of  speech  guaranteed 
for  all,  and  not  just  for  those  selected  few 
deemed  acceptable  by  any  special  interests,  no 
matter  how  valid. 

If  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
spokespersons  continue  to  deny  free  speech,  it 
will  not  survive.  It  will  perish  as  all  fascist 
systems  must. 

Warren  East  Gilchrist,  President 
Douglas  Meeks,  Vice-President 
James  E.  Beane,  Secretary 
Carlos  Mondragon,  Treasurer. 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
New  York,  NY 


protective  custody 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  presently  incarcerated  in  the  Caledonia 
Prison  Farm  Complex  (which  is  a  part  of  the 
North  Carolina  Division  of  Corrections)  and  I’m 
housed  on  a  “self-protection”  wing  of  the  farm. 
The  reason  I’m  housed  here  is  that  I  couldn’t 
handle  the  mental  and  physical  abuse  from  the 
guards  and  inmates  in  the  general  population. 

Since  I’ve  been  on  “self-protection”  (where  I 
thought  I  could  solve  these  problems)  I  have 
found  that  the  problems  are  the  same  and  worse 
than  before!  The  only  difference  is  that  the 
guards  and  administrative  staff  are  the  ones 
causing  the  problems. 

The  inmates  housed  in  protective  custody  are 
housed  in  two  specially  built  wings  which  hold  24 
cells  apiece  (all  cells  are  one-man  cells)  with  our 
own  recreation  yard.  We’re  not  allowed  enough 
exercise,  the  food  is  terrible  and  inadequate,  and 
we  are  limited  as  to  what  we  can  receive  through 
the  mails,  whereas  the  general  population  is 
allowed  to  receive  just  about  anything  they  want! 
At  the  same  time  that  the  institution  was  denying 
me  the  right  to  receive  gay  books  such  as  Gay 
American  History,  they  were  allowing  other 
“straight”  inmates  to  receive  hardcore  porno¬ 
graphic  novels,  magazines  etc!  If  this  is  not  dis¬ 
crimination,  I  would  like  to  know  what  it  is! 

The  majority  of  people  in  the  “free”  world  do 
not  realize  the  struggle  we  are  faced  with  in  our 
routine  daily  life,  and  some  even  go  so  far  as  to 
think  that  we  are  nothing  but  animals  and  need 
to  be  kept  behind  bars!  What  they  are  failing  to 
realize,  or  accept,  is  that  even  though  we  are 
behind  bars  for  crimes  we’ve  committed  in  the 
past,  we  are  still  human  beings  and  deserve  to  be 
treated  as  such. 

We,  as  human  beings,  have  certain  rights 
guaranteed  us  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  at  the  present  time  those  rights  are 
being  denied  us  by '  this  institution  and  the 
lesbians  and  gay  men  who  read  your  paper 
should  be  made  aware  of  that  fact! 

Respectfully, 

Carlton  A.  Hopson 
Box  137,  l-D-14 
Tillery,  NC  27887 


holocaust 


Dear  sisters  and  brothers, 

Now  is  the  time  to  demand  that  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  input  be  utilized  in  the  creation  of 
America’s  Holocaust  Memorial  in  Washington, 
D.C.  There  is  no  time  to  delay,  or  once  again  our 
history  will  be  silenced. 

Please  send  your  suggestions,  ideas,  facts  to: 
Elie  Wiesel,  chairperson 
United  States  Holocaust  Memorial  Council 
425  -  13th  St.,  N.W.  Suite  832 
Washington,  D.C.  20004 
and/or 

Rabbi  Joseph  Asher 
c/o  Temple  Emanu-El 
Arguello  and  Lake  Sts. 

San  Francisco,  Ca.  94118 
Shalom, 

Dov  ben  Khayyim 
San  Francisco,  CA 

the  master’s  table 

Dear  Friends, 

Just  a  few  observations.  I  was  pleased  with  the 
very  interesting  interview  piece  on  feminist 
linguistics.  Wolfe  and  Penelope  are  saying  what 
we  all  know,  namely,  that  the  language  we  use 
comes  from,  and  in  turn  informs,  the  society  in 
which  we  live.  Building  the  society  we  want  will 
require  us  to  be  careful  about,  and  to  investigate 
the  roots  of,  our  language.  It  is  oh  so  subtle,  and 
so  much  more  than  merely  learning  to  say 
“chairperson”  instead  of  “chairman.”  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  Wolfe  and  Penelope  (and  others,  I 
imagine)  are  doing  this  work. 

What  made  me  angry  was  the  Alix  Dobkin 
thing,  and  the  Albany  march  thing.  I  read  the 
Alix  Dobkin  interview,  got  what  I  could  out  of  it 
(trying  all  the  while  not  to  feel  as  if  I  were  ripping 
off  women’s  energy),  didn’t  agree  with  it  all,  and 
left  it  at  that.  Then,  predictably,  the  letters  came 
pouring  in.  I  imagine  more  men  didn’t  protest 
because  they  didn’t  want  to  get  shot  at  by  those 
who  automatically  assume  that  any  time  any  man 
says  something  negative  about  any  woman,  his 
motives  were  sexist  (although  we  can  say  bad 
things  about  Anita  Bryant  and  Phyllis  Schlafly). 
But  there  were  also  letters  from  women  who 
found  the  Dobkin  stance  not  to  their  liking. 
Finally,  there  was  the  letter  from  Bari-Sue 
Sheryl,  claiming  (mistakenly,  as  I  recall)  that 
naturally,  all  the  anti-Dobkin  letters  were  from 
men  (!),  although  I  think  even  earlier  issues  had 
some  letters  from  women.  I  can’t  imagine  it  was 
unintentional  that  her  letter  appeared  directly 
next  to  a  letter  from  a  lesbian-feminist  woman 
whose  reaction  was  that  Dobkin’s  view  was  a 
violation  of  her  feminist  space.  Interesting. 

Well,  I  may  not  agree  with  Alix  Dobkin,  but  I 
respect  her  right  to  live  her  life  the  way  she 
pleases.  It  seems  she  is  doing  good  work, 
harming  nobody  else,  making  many  people 
happy,  and  so  on. 

What  I  most  especially  do  not  agree  with  is  the 
in-fighting  in  the  New  York  scene.  Because  one 
speaker  is  scheduled  to  speak  at  a  march,  a 
speaker  associated  with  an  organization  many 
feel  unpalatable,  everybody  else  has  to  dissociate 
themselves  from  the  march?  This  is  ridiculous 
and  makes  us  ridiculous.  And  Thorstad  wasn’t 
even  scheduled  to  speak  on  the  topic  of  man/boy 
love  at  all.  How  ironic  that  he  was,  as  I  recall, 
scheduled  to  speak  on  the  topic  of  unity.  Isn’t 
that  fitting?!  And  aren’t  the  egomaniacs  in  the 
New  York  scene  lacking  something  of  the  intelli¬ 
gence  and  wisdom  they  need.  No  boy-lovers  may 
speak  at  gay  marches.  (Sounds  like  the  early  70s 
in  feminist  circles,  doesn’t  it?  No  lesbians  repre¬ 
senting  the  women’s  movement,  because  it’s  an 
embarrassment.)  There  are  parallels  to  be  drawn. 

Well,  maybe  if  I  lived  in  New  York,  things 
would  be  so  great  and  liberated  that  I  could 
afford  the  luxury  of  being  dissociated  from  many 
others“in  the  gay  movement.  Maybe  1  could 
afford  to  knock  others  trying  to  do  good  work. 
Maybe  I  could  afford  to  hate  my  colleagues. 
Maybe  I  could  afford  to  sit  out  a  march  or  two 
because  one  speaker  represented  a  group  with 
which  I  disagreed.  As  it  turns  out,  however,  I  live 
in  Virginia,  so  I  can’t  afford  those  luxuries.  We 
aren’t  so  liberated  here,  so  women  and  men  all 
have  to  work  together  ...  If  I  lived  in  New 
York,  maybe  I  wouldn’t  have  to.  But  as  I 
remember.  New  York  still  can’t  get  a  gay  rights 
bill  past  its  city  council,  even  with  a  sympathetic 
mayor  and  many  sympathetic  public  officials.  At 
times,  the  New  York  City  gay  movement  makes 
me  puke. 

And  even  if  we  were  strong  enough  to  afford 
this  back-biting,  I  would  still  go  along  with 
Thorstad’s  right  to  speak,  even  despite  his 
association  with  an  unpopular  organization.  I 
don’t  want  to  be  a  part  of  a  movement  that  wants 
to  disown  the  unpopular  members  so  that  the 
more  palatable  ones  can  sit  at  the  master’s  table. 
I’m  surprised  that  lesbians  don’t  remember  this 
from  ten  years  ago.  The  whole  thing  leaves  a  very 
bad  taste  in  my  mouth. 

In  struggle, 

Bob  Schwartz 
Charlottesville,  VA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  ‘‘Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN ,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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WWP  Candidates  Address  Lesbian,  Gay  Issues 


By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

BOSTON  —  Deirdre  Griswold 
and  Larry  Holmes,  presidential 
and  vice  presidential  candidates 
for  the  Workers  World  Party 
(WWP),  stopped  in  Boston  last 
week  on  their  campaign  swing 
through  New  England.  Both  were 
chosen  last  September  at  their 
party’s  convention  held  in  New 
York  City.  The  following  is  a  pro¬ 
file  of  WWP  and  its  candidates 
drawn  from  an  interview  which 
GCN  conducted  with  Griswold  at 
WWP  Boston  headquarters  and 
from  literature  published  by  the 
party. 

The  Candidates 

Deirdre  Griswold,  43,  was  a 
founding  member  of  WWP  in 
1959  and  is  on  its  National  Com¬ 
mittee.  She  is  currently  editor  of 
Workers  World  newspaper,  a  post 
she  has  held  since  1971.  She  has  an 
extensive  background  in  the  area 
of  social  activism  which  has  in¬ 
cluded  many  arrests. 

Larry  Holmes  joined  WWP  in 
1972  while  involved  in  the  GI 
movement.  He  was  drafted  into 
the  army  in  1971  after  being 
denied  conscientious  objector 
status.  He  soon  joined  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Servicemen’s  Union  (ASU),  a 
GI  resistance  organization.  He 
went  AWOL  for  four  months  and 
was  discharged  as  an  “un¬ 
desirable.” 

The  Party 

WWP,  with  its  youth  group 
YAWF,  are  socialist  groups  which 
hold  to  the  principles  of  Leon 
Trotskyi  ( GCN  Vol  7,  No.  41, 
May  10,  1980).  Founded  in  1959, 


they  have  a  history  of  taking  a 
leading  role  in  issues  concerning 
war,  racism  and  sexism.  They 
were  instrumental  in  organizing 
anti-war  protests  during  this 
country’s  Viet  Nam  war  period. 
They  have  defended  the  Patriotic 
Front  in  Zimbabwe,  the 
Sandinistas  in  Nicaragua,  the 
Cuban  Revolution  and  all  socialist 
countries.  They  have  a  consistent 
record  of  fighting  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan  in  Virginia  and  Alabama,  the 
Nazis’  movement  m  Milwaukee 
and  Chicago,  and  ROAR  (anti¬ 
busing  group)  in  Boston.  They 
have  demonstrated  for  the  passage 
of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment, 
abortion  rights  and  gay  and 
lesbian  rights.  YAWF  was  one  of 
the  sponsoring  organizations  in 
the  recent  demonstration  against 
the  anti-lesbian  and  gay  movies 
Windows  and  Cruising  in  New 
York  City  and  they  had 
contingents  in  demonstrations 
against  Anita  Bryant  and  at  the 
National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
March  last  October  in 
Washington,  D.C.  __ 

Griswold  told  GCN  that  WWP 
“unconditionally  supports 

socialist  countries  against  imper¬ 
ialism.”  She  emphasized  that  her 
party  is  not  a  pacifist  group. 
According  to  Griswold,  “people 
have  the  right  to  defend  them¬ 
selves  from  imperialist  aggres¬ 
sion.” 

Answering  criticism  that  other 
leftist  groups  have  a  history  of  not 
pushing  for  gay  rights  and  in  some 
cases  even  expelling  gay  members 
from  their  organizations, 


Griswold  stated,  “Our  concept  of 
the  working  class  is  much  broader 
than  many  other  leftist  groups. 
We  have  always  demonstrated  for 
rights  for  all  people  and  we  have  a 
very  positive  position  on  gay  and 
lesbian  rights.” 

The  Platform 

Included  in  a  recent  WWP 
pamphlet  is  the  party  platform 
which  generally  deals  with  three 
major  areas  of  concern:  econo- 


Deidre  Griswold 


mics,  civil  rights,  and  an  end  to 
U.S.  militarism.  On  the  topic  of 
economics,  the  party  is  calling  for 
the  public  takeover  of  big  busi¬ 
ness,  an  end  to  forced  overtime 
work  with  a  shortening  of  the 
work  week  with  no  cut  in  salary,  a 
raise  of  the  minimum  wage  and  all 


benefits  to  the  poor,  support  for 
labor  unions  and  the  shutting 
down  of  all  nuclear  power  plants. 

Economic  proposals  will  be 
enacted  through  a  planned 
economy  which  will  do  away  with 
private  property  and  in  turn  elimi¬ 
nate  unemployment.  The  type  of 
economy,  Griswold  asserts,  “will 
not  be  influenced  by  the  war- 
boom-bust  economic  cycle  which 
are  characteristic  of  today’s  capi¬ 
talistic  countries.” 

In  the  area  of  civil  rights,  the 
party  is  calling  for  a  strengthening 
of  affirmative  action,  an  end  to  all 
racist  hiring  and  pay  policies, 
passage  of  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  free  abortion  on 
demand,  an  end  to  forces  steriliza¬ 
tion,  equal  pay  for  work  of  equal 
value,  full  civil  rights  and  an  end 
to  the  oppression  of  lesbian  and 
gay  people,  the  right  of  disabled 
people  to  equal  access  to  transpor¬ 
tation,  education  and  all  necessary 
facilities. 

According  to  Griswold,  the 
reason  for  the  alleged  human 
rights  violations  in  various  social¬ 
ist  countries  around  the  world  is 
that  these  countries  find  them¬ 
selves  in  “a  defensive  position 
from  attacks  of  the  capitalistic 
countries.  A  case  in  point  is  Cuba 
where  the  U.S.  trade  embargo  is 
starting  to  take  its  toll.  ...  In  the 
socialist  countries  in  general,  the 
kind  of  human  liberation  that 
society  will  make  possible  will 
have  many  setbacks  in  a  world  of 
hostile  capitalist  countries.” 

Defending  the  U.S.S.R.,  Gris¬ 
wold  cited  instances  after  the  1917 


revolution  where  Lenin  struck 
down  tsarist  anti-abortion  and 
anti-gay  statutes.  She  also  stated 
that  East  Germany  has  a  positive 
attitude  toward  gay  people. 
However,  she  did  admit  that  there 
were  many  setbacks  in  the 
U.S.S.R.  in  the  1920s  and  1930s 
calling  this  “a  period  of  regression 
of  the  revolution”  under  Stalin. 

On  the  topic  of  Cuba,  Griswold 
and  her  party  are  very  enthusiastic 
about  the  revolution  and  its  goals. 
Concerning  instances  of  alleged 
harassment  and  incarceration  of 
lesbians  and  gay  Cubans  in  their 
homeland,  Griswold  explained 
this  by  giving  an  historical  back¬ 
ground.  She  stated  that  in  pre¬ 
revolutionary  days,  “Cuba  was  a 
playground  for  North  Americans. 
This  was  a  time  of  much  sexual 
exploitation.  In  Havana  there  was 
much  prostitution  —  heterosexual 
and  homosexual.  After  the 
revolution  there  were  reprisals 
against  female  prostitutes  and 
homosexuals  as  a  reaction  against 
what  was  seen  as  capitalistic  in¬ 
fluence.” 

Griswold  maintains  that  condi¬ 
tions  for  gay  people  have  im¬ 
proved  in  Cuba  in  recent  years.  In 
Cuba  and  other  socialist  countries 
around  the  world,  Griswold  and 
WWP  hold  that  socialist  parties 
“have  to  be  independent  from  the 
policies  of  any  one  particular 
socialist  country.  We  want  to 
develop  a  comradely  relationship 
with  all  countries  and  break  down 
national  barriers.”  She  asserted 
that  the  Cuban  government  is 
Continued  on  page  8 
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Put  It  In 


If  you  live  with  someone  you  love, 
maybe  you  should  have  a  written 
contract  that  spells  out  your  obliga¬ 
tions  and  your  support  and  property 
rights.  The  PLAINTEXT  Couples 
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English  to  fit  your  relationship.  For 
each  copy,  send  $2.00  (New  Yorkers 
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51  E.  42nd  St.,  Suite  517,  New 
York,  NY  10017. 
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Deep  Throat  Uproar 


Continued  from  page  11 

While  men  and  women  demon¬ 
strators  circled  outside  the  Quincy 
House  entrance,  chanting 
“Boycott  Deep  Throat ,”  in  the 
dorm’s  upstairs  dining  hall  about 
100  boisterous  students,  mostly 
male,  whistled  and  clapped  or 
hissed  in  response  to  speakers  dis¬ 
cussing  the  showing  of  the  film 
before  the  actual  screening  began. 

They  heard  another  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  coalition  explain 
the  group’s  reasons  for  opposing 
the  film  and  for  organizing  the 
boycott.  Dershowitz,  a  professor 
at  Harvard  Law  School,  also 
spoke,  warning  the  audience  that 
arrests  might  take  place  as  a  result 
of  the  screening  and  that  they 
should  not  interfere  in  the  event  of 
such  arrests. 

Jeanne  Baker,  who  identified 
herself  as  “former  counsel  for  the 
ACLU  (American  Civil  Liberties 
Union),”  told  the  audience  that 
she  would  “defend  your  rights  to 
see  this  film,  just  as  I’d  defend  the 
right  of  the  Nazis  to  march  in 
Skokie  (Ill.).  I’d  defend  anyone’s 
right  to  offer  political  beliefs  1 
found  obnoxious.” 

She  cautioned  the  audience, 
however,  that  she  “hope[d]  you 
really  think  hard  and  carefully” 
about  the  scenes  of  “degradation 
of  women  you  see  on  this  screen.” 
She  asked  them  whether  they 
would  patronize  a  film  showing 
blacks  degraded  by  whites  in  ways 
smilar  to  the  ones  in  which  women 
were  degraded  by  men  in  the  film. 

After  the  showing  of  the  film, 
about  20  members  of  the  audience 


waited  with  film  society  members 
Nathan  Hagen  and  Carl  Stork 
while  Dershowitz  tried  to  obtain  a 
restraining  order  preventing  their 
arrest  on  the  obscenity  charge 
from  federal  district  court  Judge 
Joseph  Toro.  When  he  was  unable 
to  obtain  such  an  order,  State 
Police  Lieut.  Thomas  Spartachino 
arrested  the  two,  despite  warnings 
by  Dershowitz  that  he  would 
charge  contempt  of  court. 
Dershowitz  said  that  earlier  that 
day,  Middlesex  Superior  Court 
Judge  Charles  Alberti  had  denied 
an  injunction  sought  by  Middlesex 
District  Attorney  John  Droney  to 
stop  the  showing  of  the  film. 

As  Hagen  and  Stork  were  taken 
to  the  police  car,  crowds  of  angry 
students  followed,  chanting 
“Bullshit”and  “Free  the  Quincy 
Two.”  A  group  of  about  twenty- 
five  students,  all  male,  marched 
from  the  campus  to  the 
Cambridge  police  station  in 
Central  Square,  where  they  waited 
outside  until  Hagen  and  Stork 
were  released  on  their  own  recog¬ 
nizance.  Both  students  declined 
comment. 

Meanwhile,  the  ad  hoc 
committee  hastily  prepared  and 
released  a  statement  documenting 
their  opposition  to  censorship  “as 
stated  in  our  literature:  ‘DO  WE 
ADVOCATE  CENSORSHIP? 
No.  What  we  ask  is  that  our  peers 
not  promote  the  depiction  of 
violence  against  women  for  profit. 
As  fellow  students,  we  have  no 
power  to  enforce  censorship  nor 
do  we  seek  it.  ?  ” 

The  committee,  according  to 


the  statement,  “did  not  call  on  the 
state  to  arrest  our  fellow  students 
or  interfere  with  the  movie”;  “did 
not  initiate  or  authorize  the 
alleged  complaints  to  the  D.A.” 
and  “hope[sj  that  those  people 
rescind  their  complaints  in 
accordance  with  our  stand  on 
censorship.” 

“We  do  not  support  the 
arrests,”  Krieger  told  GCN.  “We 
don’t  think  that’s  the  procedure 


continued  from  page  3 
Hand,  who  is  a  nurse. 

Hand  said  that  the  police, 
whom  Daffner  immediately 
called,  told  WAVAP  they  were 
“destroying”  Daffner’s  business. 
She  said  that  when  the  women 
asked  if  they  could  read  a  state¬ 
ment  before  giving  their  names 
and  addresses,  they  were  charged 
with  interfering  with  an  officer. 
According  to  Hand,  the  group 
was  never  asked  to  leave  the  pre¬ 
mises  before  being  informed  they 
were  under  arrest;  under  Connec¬ 
ticut  law  a  request  to  leave  is  a 
prerequisite  to  a  charge  of 
criminal  trespass. 

“I  appreciate  these  girls’  plight, 
but  it  was  an  act  of  violence  to 
throw  blood,”  Bare  Facts  owner 
Sidney  Daffner  told  GCN.  “I’ve 
always  treated  ladies  like  ladies, 
I’m  for  the  ERA,  and  I  think  they 
had  every  right  to  picket  me.  But 
how  would  you  feel  if  some  one 
came  into  your  business  and  threw 
blood?  I’m  not  doing  anything 


to  follow.” 

Hagen  and  Stork  pleaded 
innocent  to  the  charges,  which 
carry  a  penalty  of  one  to  five  years 
in  prison.  Dershowitz  is  defending 
Stork;  Hagen  was  told  to  seek 
counsel  through  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Defenders  Committee,  since 
he  has  neither  a  checking  nor  a 
savings  account,  no  cash,  and  is  in 
debt. 


illegal.  I  order  what  people  want 
to  buy.” 

Daffner  said  he  is  convinced 
pornography  does  not  lead  to 
violence  or  rape;  rather,  it  results 
in  masturbation  and  tension 
release. 

As  to  whether  the  WAVAP 
demonstrations  have  caused  any 
changes  in  his  business,  Daffner 
commented,  “My  business  has  in¬ 
creased  tremendously.  I  don’t 
know  why  they  don’t  realize  this. 
They  (WAVAP)  kept  me  alive  at 
Christmas  time.  I’d  been  consider¬ 
ing  folding,  but  now  I’ve  gone  out 
of  the  red  into  the  black.” 

Linda  Hand  told  GCN  she  does 
not  believe  the  WAVAP  demon¬ 
strations  have  increased  Bare 
Facts’  business:  when  the  women 
picketed  the  Mother’s  Day  Men’s 
Night  this  month,  hardly  any 
customers  showed  up,  she  said. 
On  the  contrary,  she  said, 
WAVAP  has  been  receiving 
support  from  Hartford  residents 
who  are  “disgusted”  bv  Daffner’s 


As  GCN  went  to  press,  it 
was  learned  that  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Civil  Liberties  Union 
planned  to  file  suit  against  the 
Middlesex  district  attorney’s 
office,  charging  that  Hagen 
and  Stork’s  civil  rights  had 
been  violated  by  their  arrests. 
No  further  details  were 
available. 


/ 

shop. 

Asked  to  comment  on  the  dis¬ 
tinction  between  protest,  such  as  a 
picket  line,  and  censorship,  such 
as  defacing  books  and  films, 
Hand  said,  “We’re  asking 
people  to  be  accountable  for  the 
end  result  of  the  products  they 
sell.  Daffner  is  violating  women’s 
right  to  live  in  a  safe  world,  which 
is  a  greater  right  than  the  right  to 
sell  books.” 

Although  WAVAP’s  demon¬ 
strations  have  been  covered  by 
Hartford  media,  so  far  none  of 
the  coverage  has  discussed  the 
women’s  stand  against  porno¬ 
graphy  as  a  cause  of  violence 
against  women.  With  backup  legal 
support  from  the  University  of 
Connecticut  Law  School  Clinic, 
the  women  —  who,  by  their  own 
choice,  will  have  no  lawyers,  but 
will  be  defending  themselves  — 
hope  to  get  this  point  across  in 
court  June  2. 
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Natural  body  care  products  for  faceT  hair  &  skin  for  men  and  women. 

You’ve  never  had  a 
Eucalyptus  Bubblebath!? 

How  About  apple  blossom,  bayberry,  bergamot,  coconut, 
frangipani,  frankincense,  gardenia,  ginseng,  hashish,  honeydew, 
honeysuckle,  jasmine,  lavender,  lilac,  musk,  new  mown  hay, 

patchouli . .  .  Qycr  fragraqccs  to  choose  fronj! 

Stop  in,  telephone,  or  send  lor  free  mail  order  brochure. 
78  Dartmouth  St.  (nr.  Appleton)  Boston,  MA  02116  617/536-3111 


Araby  Rug  Galleries  inc. 


— one  of  the  finest  selections  of  antique,  semi-antique  and 
modem  oriental  rugs  in  New  England.  Expert  cleaning 
and  mending  facilities  available. 


667  Boylston  St. 
Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-0012 


20%  OFF  SALE 
ON  ALL  NEW  RUGS 


—PEERLESS— 

Roofing,  Tar  & 
Gravel.  Asphalt 
Shingles,  Slate  & 
Gutters.  Chimneys. 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Remodeling 

547-7346 


FINE  SCREEN  PRINTING 

T-SHIRTS,  BANNERS, 
POSTERS,  SIGNS 

617-426*4031  10- NOON 

RALPH  BULLOWA 


The  Ideal 

,  ■  ■■■■■■■■  ■  ■  a 

jn  Copley  Square 


R^taurant 

for  gay  women,  men, 
and  their  friends. 


21  Huntington  Avenue. 
Coplcv  Square.  Boston.  MA 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repoir  &  T.V,  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  ontenno  installa¬ 
tion  o  specialty  Mass  Tech  Lie.  981 . 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tol.  523-21S7 


visit  with  us 
at 


air 

an  inn 

24  Shore  Road  Ogunquit,  Me. 
(207)  646-2181 
Your  hosts:  David  &  Rod 

Traditional  accommodations 
&  efficiencies 
Complimentary 
continental  breakfast 


(••••••••••••••••••••«| 

YELLOW  MONKEY 
GUEST  HOUSE 

One  of  Ogunquit’s 
Finest  &  Friendliest 
Guest  Houses 
Efficiencies.  Decks 
Ocean  Views  Available 

OPEN  THRU  OCT  12 
RUN  BY  VICTOR  &  PETER 
44  MAIN  ST,  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
(207  646-9056 

*•••••••••••••••••••«! 


Beacon  Hill 
Bicycle 


RALEIGH 

CONCORD 

DODSUN 


(617)  523-9133 


303  CAMBRIDGE  ST. 
BOSTON,  MA  02114 
(AT  CHARLES  STATION) 


DISCUSS  YOUR  AUTOMOBILE  NEEDS 
IN  A  RELAXED  ATMOSPHERE  . . . 


ROBERT  ARON 

CONSULTANT  AND  SALES  REPRESENTATIVE 

Please  call  for  an  appointment 

617/924*8100 

PETER  FULLER  OLDSMOBILE 

43  N.  BEACON  ST.  ON  THE  SQUARE 
WATERTOWN,  MASS. 

Convenient  to  all  Public  Transportation 
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OGUNQUIT 

open  your  season 
with  us 

Dine  and  play  at  the  Grand  Opening  of  the 

Edelweiss  Restaurant 

and  the  new  Garden  Club  Lounge  on  the  square 
Enjoy  fine  food  in  a  Victorian  Garden  downstairs 
Sing  along  with  pianist  Dennis  Crow  upstairs 
Evenings  and  apres-beach  happy  hour 
Stay  nearby  at  the 

Seafair  Inn 

24  Shore  Road 
207-646-2181 

Traditional  accommodations  and  efficiencies 
blending  convenience,  comfort 
and  conviviality. 

Easy  stroll  to  beach  and  nightlife. 

Daily  Continental  Breakfast  and 
Saturday  evening  cocktails  with  pianist, 
compliments  of  your  hosts  David  and  Rod. 


Continued  from  Paqe  6 
fully  aware  of  her  party’s  pro-gay 
and  lesbian  position,  though  no 
formal  WWP  statement  has  been 
sent  to  Cuba  concerning  this 
matter. 

Citing  the  U.S.  military- 
industrial-complex  as  being  “the 
greatest  danger  to  our  security,” 
WWP  is  proposing  the  dis¬ 
mantling  of  the  Pentagon  and  the 
war  machine  which  it  represents, 
and  diverting  money  which  is  ear¬ 
marked  for  military  purposes  to 

Job  Policy 

continued  from  page  1 
pertinent  provisions  of  the 
Reform  Act.  After  writing  several 
drafts  and  in  consultation  with 
Charles  Brydon,  co-executive 
director  of  NGTF,  staff  members 
m  the  Office  of  Personnel  Man¬ 
age  ment  produced  the  statement. 

Besides  forbidding  inquiry  into 
non  job-related  areas  of  conduct 
and  activity,  the  statement  allows 
for  serviced  as  an  unpaid  volun¬ 
teer  in  gay  organizations  or 
projects  of  gay  organizations  tobe 
counted  as  work  experience  and  to 
be  figured  into  determining  a 
potential  employee’s  pay  and 
grade  level. 

The  best  and  lasting  net  effect 
of  the  statement  will  be  for  “gay 
employees  to  be  protected  by 
knowing  their  rights,”  the 
spokesperson,  who  did  not  want 
her  name  published,  said. 

She  continued,  “I  feel  about  it 
(the  policy  statement)  the  way  1 
feel  about  civil  rights  laws.  You 
can’t  expect  changes  immediately. 
It  takes  time  before  people  change 
the  way  they  think  about  people 
different  from  themselves.  The 
gay  community  came  late  into  the 
civil  rights  arena,  but  the  same  will 
be  true  of  non-gay  people’s 
acceptance  of  gay  people.  We’ll 
have  a  better  future  than  we’ve 
had  a  past.” 
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DEBf  e  DVKEf 


For  The 

3rd  Annual  Deb/  fi  Duke/  Ball 

JUNE  28  th  1980 

8:00  pm  -  11:00  pm 


.  Mass.  Eay  Lines 
\  344  Atlantic  Av 
Powes  Wharf 


Boston 


"Moonlight  Cruise" 

"Hors  d'Oeuvres" 

"Cash  Bar" 

"Disco" 

It  won't  be  long  now!  The  3rd  Annual  “Debs  &  Dykes"  Ball  will  soon  be  upon  us. 
Don't  miss  this  year's  event,  as  it  promises  to  be  the  best  yet!!  The  cruise  ship  MV 
Nantascot  has  been  chartered  out  of  Boston  Harbor  for  this  gala  "Moonlight 
Cruise".  The  ship  has  two  decks  available  for  dancing  and  accommodates  250 
people.  A  land  party  will  follow  immediately  at  the  "Saints"  (see  map).  As  at  the 
past  two  “Debs  &  Dykes”  events,  formal  costumes  are  a  must!!  Come  as  a  "Deb"  or 
come  as  a  "Dyke",  but  COME  ONE  COME  ALL!!  There  will  be  door  prizes,  prizes 
for  best  costume,  and  a  waltz  contest.  Tickets  are  $10.00  each.  For  more 
information,  contact:  Charlene  Vernon,  389  High  St.,  Bristol,  R1  02809  or  call 
401-273-7378.  Don't  be  late  .  .  .  the  Nantascot  departs  promptly  at  8:00  p.m. 

Sponsored  by  the  Providence  Boston  Delegation  of  Women 


the  public  sector  to  create  jobs  for 
the  unemployed,  the  construction 
of  housing,  and  an  improvement 
in  social  services.  They  are  also 
calling  for  a  stoppage  of  the  draft 
before  it  starts,  no  wars  against 
the  Arab  people  and  a  hands-off 
policy  regarding  Asia,  Africa  and 
Latin  America. 

Griswold  told  GCN,  “Socialism 
is  not  an  aggressive  social  system. 
It  doesn’t  need  wars,  doesn’t  need 
markets  to  survive.  Socialist 
countries  can  begin  to  dismantle 
arms  now  if  capitalistic  countries 
dismantled  their  own.” 

The  Campaign 

This  is  the  first  time  WWP  has 
run  candidates  for  national  politi¬ 
cal  office.  According  to  Griswold, 
“In  this  country,  there  has  never 
been  more  dissatisfaction  from 
the  masses.  The  ruling  class  has 
moved  to  the  right  and  the  liberals 
have  appeared  to  have  caved  in. 
Conditions  are  bad  and  getting 
worse.  People  seem  to  be  in  a 
stare  of  shock.  Given  the 
economic  crisis  and  drive  toward  a 
new  war  and  no  choice  from  the 
Democrats  and  Republicans,  we 
feel  we  now  have  a  good  chance  at 
outreach  and  education  for  the 
goals  of  our  group.  People  are 
ready  to  listen.” 

She  stated  that  since  each  state 

Cuban  Gays 

Continued  from  Page  1 
sidad,”  The  Law  of  Anti-social 
Danger,  which  allows  for  arrests 
on  the  grounds  of  “anti-social” 
behavior.  She  did  not  deny  the 
charge  of  associating  with  homo¬ 
sexuals  —  male  dancers  in  the 
floor  show  where  she  worked. 
After  twenty-two  days  of  deten¬ 
tion  and  probation,  she  was  tried 
and  found  guilty  and  sent  to 
prison.  On  April  22,  four  months 
after  her  arrest  she  was  called  at 
4:00  A.M.  and  told  to  sign  a  state¬ 
ment  conceding  to  anti-social  con¬ 
duct.  She  was  then  herded  out 
with  others  onto  a  shrimp  boat 
and  sent  to  Key  West.  She  was  not 
allowed  to  say  goodbye  to  her 
mother,  who  still  believes  that 
Fernandez  is  in  jail  in  Cuba. 

Thus,  exit  out  of  Cuba  is 
possible  in  two  ways:  admitting  to 
having  had  a  criminal  record  or 
having  sought  refuge  in  the  Peru¬ 
vian  embassy.  It  must  be  made 
clear,  though,  that  the  concept  of 
“criminal”  in  Cuba  encompasses 
such  activities  as:  protesting 
against  the  government,  buying 
food  on  the  black  market,  or 
being  homosexual.  So  far,  U.S. 
officials  are  not  arresting  people 
who  were  jailed  in  Cuba  for  poli¬ 
tical  crimes  such  as  trying  to 
escape  to  the  U.S.  ( Post  5  May 
80). 

One  friend  of  mine  who  was  not 
able  to  get  into  the  embassy  de¬ 
cided  to  leave  Cuba  by  admitting 
to  being  a  criminal,  specifically  to 
being  gay.  The  process  he  went 
through  applies  to  all  gay  people 
who  want  to  leave: 

1)  The  person  must  go  to  the 
CDR  on  his  or  her  block  and 
ask  for  a  letter  certifying  that 
the  bearer  is  gay.  A  male  must 
behave  stereotypically  effem¬ 
inate  and  a  lesbian  must  behave 
butch;  otherwise  he  or  she  will 
not  be  believed.  Once  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  person  asking 
for  the  letter  is  really  homo¬ 
sexual  (based  on  a  judgment 
formed  by  observing  behavior), 
the  CDR  member  issues  a  letter 
verifying  this  to  be  true. 

2)  The  person  then  goes  with 
this  letter  to  the  local  police 
station  where  his  or  her  identi¬ 
fication  booklet  is  stamped,  the 
identification  booklet  or 
"carnet”  which  all  Cubans 
must  have  on  their  bodies  at  all 
times,  saying  that  the  bearer  is 
homosexual,  and  hence  a 
criminal. 

3)  Once  the  booklet  is 
stamped,  the  person  then  goes 


has  different  laws  to  have  names 
placed  on  the  ballot,  her  name  will 
not  appear  on  every  state’s  ballot. 
It  is  her  goal  to  appear  on  one- 
third  of  the  ballots  in  the 
November  general  election.  On 
those  ballots  which  she  will  not 
appear,  she  is  considering  asking 
people  to  vote  for  the  other  leftist 


Larry  Holmes 

candidates. 

Griswold  and  Holmes  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  tour  the  country  during 
this  election  year  to  present  an 
alternative  view  of  American  poli¬ 
tics.  They  can  be  contacted  at 
WWP  National  Office:  46  West 
21st  Street,  New  York  City,  NY 
10010. 


to  the  recently  set-up  immigra¬ 
tion  booths,  shows  proof  of 
criminality,  and  is  given  an  exit 
pass.  The  person  is  then  told  to 
return  home  and  wait  to  be 
called  for  exit  instructions. 
Later,  he  or  she  is  notified  to 
appear  at  a  specified  point 
where  a  truck  awaits  trans¬ 
porting  the  person  to  Mariel. 
There  are  several  risks  in  ad¬ 
mitting  to  being  homosexual  in 
order  to  leave  the  island.  First,  in 
the  period  while  waiting  to  be 
called,  the  person  is  subjected  to 
insults  from  neighbors  and  some¬ 
times  even  family.  The  person  is 
frightened  and  threatened,  especi¬ 
ally  when  as  much  as  two  weeks 
may  pass  and  no  word  is  heard 
about  boarding.  Secondly,  admit¬ 
ting  to  being  homosexual  or  any 
other  crime  does  not  guarantee  an 
exit  out  of  Cuba,  but  the  label  still 
remains  whether  or  not  one  . 
leaves. 

Once  called  to  leave,  the  person 
is  taken  with  other  “criminals”  on 
a  truck  to  Mariel  and  put  on  a 
boat.  Since  some  of  the  boats  are 
small  yachts,  not  specifically  made 
for  deep  sea  travelling,  the  trip 
from  Mariel  to  Key  West  is  dan¬ 
gerous.  The  trip  sometimes  takes 
as  long  as  sixteen  hours.  During 
the  trip  the  refugees  may  fall  over¬ 
board  and/or  be  exposed  to  con¬ 
tinuous  torment  of  the  salt-water 
waves  and  scorching  sun.  More 
than  20,000  people  have  left  so 
far,  via  the  port  of  Mariel. 

In  the  U.S.  the  refugees  are 
taken  to  one  of  five  locations  for 
rest  and/or  processing.  One  of  the 
rest  places,  the  Miami  Orange 
Bowl,  separates  single  unmarried 
men  who  had  come  without 
families.  There  male  refugees  are 
considered  suspect.  They  are  scru¬ 
tinized  to  make  sure  that  they  are 
not  spies  or  “criminals.”  One  gay 
friend  of  mine  was  flown  to  Eglin 
Air  Force  Base  in  Pensacola, 
where  he  arrived  by  himself.  He 
said,  however,  that  U.S.  officials 
did  not  ask  him  about  his  sexual 
orientation,  nor  was  he  separated 
with  other  single  unmarried  men, 
as  was  done  at  the  Orange  Bowl. 
So  far,  eight  suspected  criminals 
have  been  detained  ( Post  5  May 
80).  The  specific  crimes  they  are 
accused  of  committing,  however, 
are  unknown.  It  now  remains  to 
be  seen  whose  standards,  Cuba’s 
or  the  U.S.’s,  immigration 
officials  here  will  use  to  judge  the 
refugees.  In  either  case,  it  will  not 
be  easy  for  the  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 
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Lesbian  Chorus 


Continued  from  page  3 
support  the  lesbians  on  this  issue. 
I  believe  she  was  right.  When 
lesbians  come  to  gay  men  and  say 
they  feel  raped,  gay  men  should 
first  listen  and  offer  support.  We 
stand  to  learn  a  great  deal  about 
the  sexist  assumptions  that 
underlie  much  of  the  humor  in  our 
society,  as  well  as  everything 
else.” 

Britt  could  not  be  reached  for 
further  comment. 

“Britt’s  reply  was  good,  but  the 
Chorus  feels  it  should  appear 
more  publicly  than  in  just  one  gay 
paper.”  Zambino  told  GCN.  “I 
feel  good  seeing  him  coming  out 
against  those  1400  white  gay  males 
who  paid  $7.50  a  ticket  and 
saying,  ‘You  were  wrong  to  clap 
at  a  benefit  for  me.’  That’s  a  hard 
thing  to  do.” 

Asked  if  the  Lesbian  Chorus  is 
warier  now  about  joint  efforts 
with  gay  men,  Zambino  said, 
“Definitely.  We’re  more 
separatist  now.  It’s  hard  for  me  to 
turn  my  back  on  my  gay  brothers, 
but  they’ve  consistently  turned 
their  backs  on  me.” 

Bill  Boletta,  an  8-year  San 
Francisco  resident  who  along  with 
Sonnie  Zambino  is  active  in  two 
mixed  gay  musical  groups,  told 
GCN  “Charles  Pierce  provoked 
separatism  in  some,  but  he  may 


have  pulled  others  of  us  (men  and 
women)  together  to  examine 
issues  of  racism  and  sexism.” 
Boletta  said  he  and  his  male 
friends  deplore  the  sexism  and 
classism  in  Pierce’s  act,  but  that 
generally  “the  consciousness  of 
gay  males  here  is  low.” 

Pierce  exacerbated  divisions 
that  already  existed  in  the  gay 
community  in  San  Francisco, 
Boletta  told  GCN.  “For  a  while 
we  were  so  unified  over  Anita  and 
the  Dan  White  verdict,  but  those 
external  problems  have  faded  and 
our  own  internal  problems  are 
cropping  up,”  he  said.  “Also, 
remember  that  this  is  a  town  with 
a  huge  transient  population.  A 
young  guy  who  comes  here  from  a 
small  town  in  Idaho  gravitates  to 
Castro  Street,  cruises,  goes  to 
bars,  dresses  ‘right,’  and  thinks 
that’s  what  being  gay  is.  He  brings 
with  him  his  provincial, 
misogynist  attitudes.  He’s  never 
dealt  with  lesbians,  blacks, 
Latinos  before.” 

Paul  Lorch,  an  editor  of  the  gay 
newspaper  Bay  Area  Reporter  and 
a  member  of  the  audience  during 
the  Britt  benefit,  had  a  different 
point  of  view.  Lorch  wrote  an 
editorial  in  the  BAR  highly  critical 
of  the  walkout.  He  told  GCN,  “I 
can’t  gauge  whether  the  Chorus 


was  justifiably  angry  —  that’s  for 
them  to  say  —  but  their  behavior 
was  unprofessional  and  uncalled 
for.  The  benefit  was  intended  to 
unify  disparate  parts  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  but  they  turned  an 
evening  of  comedy  into  one  of  bad 
feeling.” 

Lorch  said  he  sees  the  Chorus 
action  as  indicative  of  “a  new 
Puritanism,  spiteful  and  mean.  It 
spoils  the  great  things  gay  life  is  all 
about.  The  spectre  of  puritanism 
is  more  dangerous  to  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  than  the  rankling  of  a  few 
sensibilities.” 

The  Lesbian  Chorus  has  made 
itself  a  “risky  act,”  Lorch  said; 
they  will  lose  engagements 
because  of  fear  that  they’ll  simply 
walk  out  whenever  offended. 

Likening  Charles  Pierce  to 
Lenny  Bruce,  Lorch  told  GCN 
that  Pierce  has  been  “battling 
hypocrisy  and  closed  minds  from 
the  stage”  for  his  entire  career  and 
added, 

“Pierce’s  act  is  rough  stuff,  but 
satire  is  supposed  to  expose 
human  foibles.  Are  lesbians 
beyond  satire?  Maybe  the  day  for 
this  kind  of  humor  is  over,  politi¬ 
cally  speaking.  But  should  we 
have  tastemakers  for  the  commu¬ 
nity?” 

Reached  at  his  mother’s  home 
in  Watertown,  NY  Charles 

Pierce  told  GCN, 

“I  was  hired  to  do  my  act  and  I 


did  it.  These  women  were  not  pre¬ 
pared  for  my  act;  maybe  they’ve 
never  seen  a  nightclub  act.  I’ve 
been  doing  my  show  for  25  years 
and  I  never  got  a  reaction  like 
that.” 

The  Chorus  thought  Pierce  was 
lambasting  them  personally,  but  it 
wasn’t  true.  Pierce  told  GCN. 
“The  lines  I  used  at  the  Castro 
Theatre  were  standard.  The  [cunt] 
joke  is  optional;  if  an  audience  is 
receptive,  as  this  one  was,  I  use  it. 

“They  took  it  too  seriously,” 
he  continued.  “I  think  before  they 
even  arrived  at  the  theatre  they 
planned  to  walk  out.  They  were 
like  bullies  ruining  our  fun.  I 
prefer  to  just  forget  it  and  go  on.” 

Kurt  Fredericks,  Pierce’s  agent 
of  15  years  and  stage  manager  for 
his  show  the  night  of  the  Britt 
benefit  told  GCN, 

“Pierce  has  been  called  the  Don 
Rickies  of  drag.  He  pokes  fun  at 
everybody.  He^s  pointed,  bitchy, 
but  funny.  He  felt  bad  about  what 
happened;  that  was  the  most 
rattled  I’ve  ever  seen  him.” 

Fredericks  hopes  that  the 
incident  “didn’t  widen  or  deepen 
a  rift  between  gay  women  and 
men,  but  I’m  afraid  it  did,”  he 
told  GCN.  “It’s  ironic  [that 
Pierce  was  protested  by  gay  peo¬ 
ple],  because  the  man  performed 
as  a  gay  when  to  put  on  any  kind 
of  women’s  clothing  was  against 
the  law  for  a  man.  Several  of  his 


colleagues  were  arrested;  Pierce 
was  often  threatened  and  hassled 
throughout  his  25-year  career. 
He’d  do  little  clubs,  run  from  the 
law,  and  perform  somewhere 
else.” 

Fredericks  has  wished  for  a  long 
time  now  that  Pierce  would 
change  offensive  portions  of  his 
act,  he  told  GCN,  but  “he’s  53 
years  old.  He’s  ingrained  in  that 
act.  The  cock  and  weathervane 
joke  has  bothered  me  from  the 
year  one,  but  this  is  what  he  does 
best  and  he’s  not  going  to  change 
much.  He’ll  be  a  little  more  care¬ 
ful  now,  maybe.” 

Lesbian  Chorus  member 
Virginia  Crowder  told  GCN  the 
Chorus  rejects  the  notion  that 
they  were  naive  about  nightclub 
acts  in  general  or  Pierce’s  drag 
routines  in  particular.  Even  if 
unprepared  for  Pierce’s  act,  “we 
had  a  right  to  expect  that  kind  of 
thing  not  to  happen,”  she  said. 

Crowder  said  the  Chorus  is  now 
wondering  how  to  make  things 
change,  “how  to  raise  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  a  bunch  of  guys  who 
are  just  out  for  a  good  fuck  as 
often  as  possible.”  She  is  con¬ 
vinced,  she  told  GCN,  that  “the 
main  thng  is  that  feminists,  men 
and  women,  must  continue  to 
protest  until  it  becomes  socially 
unacceptable  to  display  sexist, 
classist,  or  racist  attitudes”  in  the 
gay  community. 


NBC  Show 

Continued  from  page  3 
welfare  blacks?  Put  them  in 
Idaho,  or  at  least  Oakland.” 

Lipper  told  NBC  that  he 
objected  to  having  “nonproduc¬ 
tive  people”  occupying  valuable 
San  Francisco  real  estate. 

Priscilla  Alexander  replies  that 
the  “nonproductive”  handle 
could  just  as  easily  be  hung  on 
many  gays  in  San  Francisco. 
Alexander  added  that  some  quite 
productive  San  Francisco 
residents  and  businesses  have  been 
squeezed  out  of  the  Haight- 
Fillmore  neighborhood  by  the 
forces  of  gentrification  and  up¬ 
ward  mobility. 

One  gay  leader  who  took 
exception  to  the  NBC  show  was 
Michael  Thistle.  Thistle,  an  execu¬ 
tive  assistant  to  San  Francisco 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt,  says  that 
all  the  issues  were  “sensational¬ 
ized”  and  “presented  in  quite  an 
inflammatory  fashion.” 

Thistle  conceded  that  the 
program  was  less  damaging  than 
the  CBS  documentary,  but  he 
complained  that  'network  TV 
people  “always  manage  to  find 
the  wrong  people  to  interview.” 

One  encouraging  aspect  of  the 
NBC  program  was  the  prominent 

Army  Ban 

Continued  from  Page  1 
comment,  Ben  Shalom  said. 

Ben  Shalom  plans  to  reenter  the 
service  if  she  gets  the  opportunity, 
she  says,  “simply  because  I 
desperately  need  the  money.”  She 
has  been  offered  a  position  by  a 
commanding  officer  in  a  nearby 
unit. 

If  she  is  accepted  back  into  an 
Army  unit,  Ben  Shalom  points 
out,  even  if  the  Army  appeals  the 
decision  and  a  higher  court  rules 
against  her,  officials  will  be  forced 
to  repeat  the  discharge  process. 

Since  Army  spokespersons  de¬ 
clined  comment  on  the  case,  it  was 
not  yet  clear  whether  the  Army 
will  appeal  the  decision. 

Ben  Shalom  said  that  her  at¬ 
torneys  will  negotiate  with  Army 
officials  over  her  back  pay  and 
back  retirement  benefits.  “I  was 
awarded  the  rank  of  sergeant, 
which  I  should  have  had,  and  did 
not  have,”  she  said. 

Members  of  the  Gay  People’s 
Union  of  Milwaukee  have  set  up  a 
legal  defense  fund  for  Ben 
Shalom;  contributions  to  the  fund 
are  tax-deductible.  Checks  may  be 


role  given  to  black  activist  Arnold 
Townsend.  Townsend,  who  ran 
for  the  Board  of  Supervisors  three 
years  ago  with  both  black  and  gay 
support,  has  been  critical  of  gay 
speculators,  but  has  also  consis¬ 
tently  pointed  out  that  issues  in¬ 
volving  the  loss  of  black  neighbor¬ 
hoods  to  gentrification  actually 
deal  more  with  class  and  differ¬ 
ences  in  economics  than  they  do 
with  sexual  politics. 

Townsend  told  GCN,  “In  com¬ 
parison  to  the  show  everybody 
was  up  in  arms  about  ( Gay  Power, 
Gay  Politics),  it  was  a  better-done 
show.  They  didn’t  dwell  on  total 
sexual  aspects  and  lifestyles.” 
Townsend  said  he  had  not  seen 
the  program,  but  that  he  had 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  talking 
with  its  producers  and  also 
appearing  on  camera.  He  said  that 
the  feedback  he  had  gotten  about 
the  program  has  been  generally 
good. 

Perhaps  the  comment  that  best 
captures  how  many  gays  received, 
or,  rather,  didn’t  receive,  the  NBC 
program  was  this  quip:  “Oh,  you 
mean  the  show  about  that 
Arabian  princess  who  loses  her 
head?” 


made  out  to  GPU  with  a  memo 
notation  to  Miriam  Ben  Shalom, 
and  sent  to  Gay  People’s  Union  or 
GPU,  1568  North  Farwell  Ave., 
Milwaukee,  WI  53202. 


Miriam  Ben  Shalom 


“Other  gay  brothers  and  sisters 
should  be  encouraged  to  do  that 
[sue  the  military  branches  over 
discharges  because  of  gayness] 
too,”  Ben  Shalom  said. 
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Enjoy  a  life  bite  and  drink 
Cruise  and  dance  your  buns  off  at 
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The  Politics  of  Women's 


The  1980  Women's  Theatre  Festival 

Boston  Arts  Group 
May  7-11,  14-18 

Produced  by  the  Feminist  American  Theatre 
For  more  information,  write  to  Women ’s  Theatre 

Festival 

217  Elm  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139 
By  Marty  Kingsbury 

he  stage  was  set  in  one  corner  of  the  theatre  — 
painted  black,  draped  with  red  curtains,  and  in 
each  of  the  four  corners,  a  gold  labyris  was  painted 
onto  the  floor.  Women  came  from  New  York  City, 
Upstate  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Northampton,  and 
Boston  to  perform.  Lesbians  and  straight  women  did 
comedy,  drama,  ritual,  and  collages,  integrating  dance, 
music,  poetry,  and  silence.  In  open  readings,  work¬ 
shops,  and  staged  performances,  we  sang,  shouted  and 
hummed,  and  celebrated  women’s  experiences,  both 
particular  and  universal. 

We  took  over  two  floors  of  the  Boston  Arts  Group  on 
Boylston  Street.  Downstairs  in  the  lobby  were  exhibits 
of  women’s  photographs  and  artwork,  upstairs  the 
theatre.  Five  days  of  women  coming  to  the  theatre  — 
over  a  thousand  Amazons  —  taking  over  Boylston 
Street,  the  Boston  Public  Garden,  creating  a  building  of 
women’s  art. 

This  was  the  first  festival  of  Women’s  Theatre  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States.  (1  believe  there  was  one  in 
Italy  a  few  years  ago  .  .  .)  It  began  as  a  vision  of  Susie 
Chancey  and  Stacy  Klein  some  months  back,  a  vision  of 
the  diversity  and  strength  of  women’s  theatre.  Produced 
by  the  Feminist  American  Theatre  and  guided  by  the 
staff  (Susie,  Stacy,  Blitzen,  Eliza,  Coyote,  Madeline  and 
Vivienne),  the  festival  incorporated  the  work 
of  hundreds  of  women  who  came  to  perform  and 
participate. 

According  to  Susie  Chancey,  in  her  opening  remarks 
to  the  Festival,  Women’s  Theatre  is  theatre  which  is 
"honest.  Without  pretense.  We  call  it  theatre  of 
re\  elation,  which  means  revealing  ourselves  —  both  to 
ourselves  and  to  our  audiences.  It’s  a  place  where  we 
can  show  our  power  and  our  feeling  so  that  there  is 
never  another  woman  battered.’’ 

For  this  review,  I’ve  divided  the  plays  into  four 
sections:  women  in  America,  portraits  of  women, 
growing  up  lesbian,  and  ritual/mythology.  Each 
company,  each  play,  is  influenced  by  many  factors  and 
each  company  is  unique.  I’ve  also  quoted  throughout. 
Sometimes  the  quotes  are  from  the  original  words  of  the 
company;  other  times  the  material  is  borrowed  (i.e.  “A 
strong  w  oman  is  a  woman  who  .  .  .”  is  from  a  poem  by 
Marge  Piercy,  used  by  Karen  Ross  in /I  Strong  Woman 
Is  .  .  . ).  In  either  case,  I  give  credit  to  the  company  who 


Anne  Rhodes  and  Barbara  Anger  of  "Mischief  Mime", 

Ithaca,  NY,  with  Tita  Wiernamont  of  "Three  Clowns", 
Boston,  MA. 


used  the  material. 

Ancient  women,  modern  women,  straight  sisters,  les¬ 
bians  —  women’s  voices  break  the  silence;  we  speak  our 
own  words  with  our  own  tongues. 

Women  in  America 

Women’s  Collage,  Sirens 
Ends  and  Means  Committee 
Wendi  Dragonfire,  Karate  Demonstration 
Little  Flags,  scenes 

I  am  a  monster  .  .  .  I'm  not  a  monster  ...  I  am  a 
monster  .  .  .  I'm  not  a  monster  .  .  .  Look  .  .  . 
everything  will  be  all  right  if  you  just  call  Matt 

Women's  Collage 

Born  and  bred  to  be  defenseless,  divided  within  our¬ 
selves,  always  dependent,  ignorant  and  incompe¬ 
tent  —  for  too  long  women  have  made  themselves 
disappear,  trying  to  make  the  monster  disappear,  trying 
to  stay  alive.  Women's  Collage  theatre  begins  with  the 
game  of  quotes,  a  game  where  Fie  says:  “He  who 
teaches  a  woman  letters  feeds  more  poison  to  a  frightful 
asp.”  It  is  only  after  a  long  struggle  through  childhood, 
adolescence,  maturity  and  old  age  that  She  is  able  to 
say:  “Once  you  teach  her  how  to  read,  there  is  only  one 
thing  she  could  believe  in  .  .  .  herself.” 

Love,  motivated  by  desperation,  as  a  source  of 
conformity  and  competition,  has  tyrannized  many 
relationships  between  women.  “Love”  as  an  image  of 
incompetence  and  bliss,  is  held  up  as  bait  for  women. 
“Love”  is  given  to  us  as  the  cure  for  the  monster  inside 
us. 

The  wild  roses 
You  know  the  winter  fear 
When  you  hear  the  wolves 
Gathering  in  the  woods  .  .  . 

Women's  Collage 

Originally  from  North  Carolina  and  now  located  in 
Boston,  The  Ends  and  Means  Committee  works  in 
short  comic  skits  to  question  the  values  of  American 
life.  In  one  of  their  routines,  a  straight  woman  is  stuck 
in  an  elevator  with  a  lesbian.  It’s  an  emergency  for  the 
straight  woman:  she’ll  be  late  for  dinner  .  .  .  she’s  just 
here  on  a  conference  with  her  husband  you  see  .  .  .  she 
vows  to  sue  the  company  for  a  million  dollars  .  .  .  she’ll 
use  the  money  to  put  in  stairs  .  .  .  she’ll  never  ride  the 
elevator  again  .  .  .  but  the  elevator  rises.  The  struggle 
quickly  passes.  The  straight  woman  disappears.  Ques¬ 
tions  linger.  What  kinds  of  vows  do  we  make  in  our 
emergency  situations?  Do  they  last?  How  do  they 
compare  with  the  choices  which  we  make  for  our  lives? 

In  contrast  to  women’s  incompetence  is  women  who 
are  fighting  back,  women  who  recognize  that  “any 
woman  who  feels  safe  in  this  country  is  a  little  crazy.” 
(Wendi'  Dragonfire).  Wend'i  Dragonfire  brought  her 
ten  years  of  self-defense  training  to  the  stage, 
performing  two  traditional  katas  and  a  breathing 
exercise.  “Katas,”  she  says,  “can  teach  you  how  to  be 
yourself,  to  deal  with  more  than  just  an  opponent.” 
Mother:  Hit  'em  if  you  have  to,  but  don't  put 
yourself  down. 

Daughter:  But  how  can  I  when  they're  all  makin' 
fun  o'  me? 

Mother:  Remember  who  you  are. 

Little  Flags  Theater,  Marx  on  Her  Mind 
Reclaiming  women’s  dignity,  learning  to  protect  our 
rights  and  the  rights  of  all  oppressed  peoples,  we 
confront  the  stereotypes  and  recognize  the  difference 
between  the  myth  of  love  and  the  truth  of  our  power. 
The  monster  roars,  with  all  her  possibilities  of  beauty 
and  anger. 

To  be  born  ain't  just  the  beginning 
And  to  die  ain't  really  the  end 
The  struggle  goes  before  winning 
The  straightest  of  roads  has  an  end. 

Little  Flags,  Mother  Jones 

Portraits  of  Women  i 

Street  Feet  Theatre,  Portraits  of  Boston  Women 
Karen  Ross,  A  Strong  Woman  Is  .  .  . 

Michelle  Gabow  &  Debbie  Huston,  Parima  (&  Gerusche) 
directed  by  Nancy  Buell 

ag  Ladies,  women  of  the  streets,  women  behind 
the  diaries,  women  portrayed  in  kitchens  —  are  we 
really  that  ordinary? 

Through  Street  Feet  Theatre,  we  meet  women  like 
Nell,  who  has  lived  her  whole  life  within  the  circumfer¬ 


ence  of  Roxbury.  “Nell  could  fix  a  human  heart  beyond 
the  abyss”;  she  is  healer,  mother,  daughter,  a  woman  of 
compassion.  Through  dance,  music  and  words,  Nell 
becomes  defined,  strong  and  intricate,  like  a  puzzle  of 
many  pieces. 

You  need  only  claim  the  events  of  your  life  in 
order  to  make  yourself  your  own. 

A  Strong  Woman  Is  .  .  . 

Karen  Ross,  in  A  Strong  Woman  Is  portrays 
women  like  “memories  that  get  up  in  the  night  and  pace 
to  and  fro,”  women  of  diaries  whose  experience  is  both 
simple  and  extraordinary.  She  shows  us  how  we  are 
always  too  fat,  too  skinny,  too  poor,  and  how,  as 
women,  we  are  often  performing  birth  alone  —  we  are 
ready  to  survive  the  pain  when  we  are  ready  to  feel  the 
joy.  She  looks  in  the  mirror  one  more  time,  remember¬ 
ing  that  we  cannot  always  be  that  which  our  mothers 
had  planned  for. 

A  strong  woman  is  a  woman 
Determined  to  do  something 
Others  are  determined 
Not  be  done. 

A  Strong  Woman  Is  .. . 

We  are  always  too  poor,  we  are  never  too  poor.  We 
are  women  of  the  night,  women  of  the  moon,  our 
visions  and  our  dreams  carry  us  into  the  truth  of  our 
lives.  Parima  (&  Gerusche)  is  a  story  about  Bag  Ladies, 
homeless  women,  seeking  harbor.  They  are  homeless, 


Nancy  Buell  puts  makeup  on  Michelle  Gabow  while 
Rhuvette  Franklin  watches  ("Parima  (and  Gerushe)") 

but  they  are  not  aimless  women:  Parima  has  sewn  many 
circles  onto  her  bag  to  symbolize  the  many  friendships 
and  memories  that  have  passed  through  her  life.  Her 
memories  live  with  a  vibrant  texture,  often  frightening, 
but  never  empty.  June,  who  is  fond  of  quoting 
Nietzsche,  says,  “If  you  look  into  an  abyss  long 
enough,  it  will  look  back  at  you.”  But  Parima  does  not 
stop  to  gaze.  She  walks  directly  into  her  own  life  of  les¬ 
bianism,  loss,  refusal,  tenderness  and  celebration.  Bag 
ladies,  homeless  women  —  “none  of  us  are  totally 
immune  to  the  traumas  of  life”  (Nancy  Buell,  Equal 
Times,  1 1  May)  —  all  of  us  are  redefining  love,  home, 
wealth  and  poverty. 

Until  we  are  all  strong  together 
A  strong  woman  is  a  woman 
Strongly  afraid. 

A  Strong  Woman  Is  .  . . 

Growing  Up  Lesbian 

Iris  Bloom,  Louise 
Mischief  Mime 

Three  Clowns,  Take  Another  Look 
Cambridge  Lesbian  Theatre,  First  Lover 
No.  You  can't.  Stay  back.  Stay  down. 

No.  You  can't.  Stay  back.  Stay  down. 

Cambridge  Lesbian  Theatre 
ands  crawl  all  over  me,  holding  me,  strangling  me 
—  invisible  hands  that  shout  obscenities  in  my 
ear.  Throwing  off  the  hands,  the  closets,  the 
claustrophobia  so  that  now,  for  the  first  time  in  5000 
years,  we  see  two  women  kissing,  just  as  we  once  saw 
Scarlett  O’Hara  and  Rhett  Butler  kissing. 

As  they  threw  off  the  hands  of  God,  school  and 
puberty,  survived  the  Seventeen  Magazines  and  Better 
Homes  and  Gardens,  and  reexamined  the  “genius  of 
Aristotle,  Spiro  Agnew  and  Ted  Kennedy,”  the  lesbians 
took  us  through  a  rebirth  ritual  and  into  the  humor  we 
need  to  survive. 

You  get  out  of  bed  day  after  day  after  day  — 

They  call  this  independence? 
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Iris  Bloom 
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The  Cast  of  "Parima  (and  Gerushe)" 


Iris  Bloom  and  her  character  Louise  took  us  through 
six  passages  of  independence  and  definition.  Six  hats, 
stretched  in  a  semicircle  between  the  southwest  and  the 
southeast  labyrises,  led  her  through  God,  big  league 
I  baseball,  girlhood  (but  all  the  dead  animals  that  she 
brought  home  to  heal  just  rotted  .  .  .)  marriage, 
working  girl,  and  finally,  after  a  long  tussle  with  her 
closet  door,  Louise  emerges  ...  a  clown. 

Passages  from  our  lives;  we  examine  the  early  lessons, 
|  the  many  myths  of  growing  up  a  girl. 

Who  do  you  think  you  are?  What  did  they  tell 
you? 

Who  do  you  think  you  are?  What  did  they  say? 

Cambridge  Lesbian  Theatre 

Menstruation,  for  example.  Did  they  tell  you  about  the 
blood,  the  birth,  the  death  going  on  inside  you?  Did 
they  tell  you  that  the  ovaries  have  a  mind  and  a  soul  of 
their  own?  Mischief  Mime  in  their  “Period  Piece,” 
bloat  with  blood  and  ooze,  with  gentle  clots,  down 
through  the  uterus  and  out.  And  then  the  women 
become  tampons,  heroic  and  erotic,  destined  to  swell  in 
the  falling  blood. 

Who  do  you  think  you  are?  What  did  they  tell 
you? 

Who  do  you  think  you  are?  What  did  they  say? 

Cambridge  Lesbian  Theatre 
Going  off  to  work,  for  example.  Did  they  tell  you  that 
Fifi  the  circus  dog  would  be  replaced  by  a  poodle 
I  because  Fifi  stood  on  two  legs  and  barked  back?  Or  that 
|  when  women  identify  with  mannequins  long  enough  we 
|  become  mannequins  ourselves?  Complete  with  juggling, 
stilts,  peanuts  and  disco  music,  the  Three  Clowns  take 
us  to  the  “circus  of  our  lives”  in  Take  Another  Look. 
Make  me  a  lesbian. 

Let  me  be  kissed  by  sweet  women. 

Mothered,  cared  for,  fought  with. 

Make  me  a  lesbian. 

Let  my  hair  take  spirit  messages  to  all  women. 

Cambridge  Lesbian  Theatre 
Throwing  off  God,  school,  marriage,  Cambridge  Les¬ 
bian  Theatre’s  First  Lover  answers  the  question,  “What 
would  happen  if  one  woman  told  the  story  of  her  life?” 
Under  silhouetted  shadows,  the  beat  of  a  drum  rises, 

I  know  the  pain  of  the  working  class 
I  know  our  fierce,  fierce  pride. 

I  think  I  know  I'm  good  enough 
But  it's  been  a  long  hard  ride 
It's  still  a  long  hard  ride 
It's  still  a  long  hard  ride. 

Cambridge  Lesbian  Theatre 
Our  lesbianism,  our  growing,  our  coming  out  stories, 
our  loving  ...  we  reclaim  all  of  ourselves  in  the  process 
of  rebirth.  We  sing  of  new  power  and  in  our  celebration, 
we  remember  the  pain  we  have  survived,  the  joy  which 
we  give  to  ourselves. 

You  who  have  wept  in  direct  sun 
Have  suffered  incredible  chains 

An  army  of  lovers 
Will  not  be  defeated. 

Mischief  Mime 

Ritual/Mythology 

Women’s  Experimental  Theatre,  The  Daughters  Cycle 
Paul  Robeson  Black  Arts  Ensemble,  Somalia  Rose 
Jessica  Hagesdorn, Laurie  Carlos  &  T.  Davis,  Excerpts 
from  When  the  Mississippi  Meets  the  Amazon, 
Ntozake  Shange 

Diana  Davies,  The  Witch  Papers 

ncient  women,  old  women,  hags,  and  amazons  are 
conjured  on  to  the  stage.  The  women  come,  with 
dignity  spread  like  wings.  The  women  show  us 
new  ways  of  loving  each  other,  loving  despite  the 
'  violence  which  comes  to  us,  which  has  always  come  to 
us.  We  rewrite  the  mythologies  of  our  childhood,  we 
1  give  the  beaten  women  and  the  strong  women  new 
language  for  their  tongues,  for  our  tongues  to  speak,  to 
dance, to  sing. 

i  gotta  sing  about  it  all  the  time 

I 

that  you  might  find  me  in  the  night 
when  i  am  flying 

i  gotta  sing  ... 

When  the  Mississippi  Meets  the  Amazon 

Through  our  theatre,  through  our  love,  our  art,  we 
are  learning  to  rise  like  phoenixes,  to  fly  out  of  the  fires. 


But  even  as  phoenixes,  we  remember  our  mother,  our 
ancient  mothers,  our  earth;  we  remember  that  she  has 
“paid  for  her  love  with  her  suffering”  ( Mississippi ),  and 
that  as  women,  generation  after  generation,  we  have 
been  forced  to  make  contact  with  our  mothers,  with 
their  suffering,  with  the  roots  of  their  suffering. 

I  AGREE  TO  MAKE  THE  SAME  AGREEMENT 
WITH  EVERYONE  OVER  AND  OVER 

I  AGREE  TO  WANT  AND  NOT  GET 

I  AGREE  TO  REMEMBER  YOUR  SACRIFICE 

I  AGREE  TO  BE  THE  VICTIM 

I  AGREE  NOT  TO  NOTICE  THE  DEPTH  OF  MY 
DEPRIVATION 

Daughter's  Cycle 

Women's  Experimental  Theatre  conjures  up  our 
matrilineage.  We  follow  the  mother  line  back,  back, 
deep  into  European  roots,  back  as  far  as  the  family  of 
Electra,  back  into  our  silence.  Electra  speaks:  “She 
doesn’t  know  how  to  speak  and  she  doesn’t  know  how 
to  stop,”  but  her  eyes  rage  like  lightning  bolts,  eyes  that 
become  their  own  magic.  When  Electra  finaly  does  walk 
out  of  the  house,  she  shatters  for  herself  the  tyranny  of 
her  family.  We  will  carry  the  oration  of  Electra  into  our 
own  lives. 

Somalia  Rose  picks  up  where  Electra  leaves  off  —  we 
are  in  New  York  City,  creating  mythologies  for  women 
dreaming,  dreaming  of  singing,  of  flight,  women 
finding  their  black  heritage. 


Trish  Ralph  and  Theresa  Rubeo  of  Rising  Productions, 
Ithaca  NY  ("Save  Me  a  Place  at  Forest  Lawn") 


The  wind  is  a  woman 
The  water  is  a  woman,  too 
They  have  many  children 

Somalia  Rose 

The  children  of  the  water  are  large  and  small,  and 
they  swim  among  exquisite  colors.  The  children  of  the 
wind  can  fly,  dive,  swim,  walk  and  soar.  Somalia  Rose 
is  their  daughter,  and  she  is  not  afraid  of  her  Own  wings. 
Somalia  was  not  afraid  of  the  dark  .  .  . 

She  claimed  she  was  the  darkness 
Said  she's  looking  for  perfect  light 

What's  to  become  of  the  dreamers  in  the  night? 

Somalia  Rose 

Our  dreams  frighten  us  and  caress  us.  In  our  dreams, 
in  our  past,  in  our  waking  life,  again  and  again,  women 
are  beaten,  bruised,  burned,  raped  at  the  rate  of  every 
two  minutes.  We  survive.  We  scream  out  our  rage,  learn 
to  speak  for  ourselves,  we  give  back  to  ourselves  the 
strong  women  characters  lodged  in  our  dreams  and  our 
pasts.  We  reclaim  these  women  in  our  individual  lives 
and  in  our  relationships  between  women.  By  performing 
rituals,  by  repeating  our  words,  our  language,  our  lives, 
again  and  again,  our  ancient  dreams  become  tangible, 
plausible.  We  confront  the  old  contracts  and  make  new 
ones  for  ourselves,  new  ways  of  living,  new  ways  of 
loving. 

A  womb  of  one's  own. 

A  room  of  one's  own. 

A  loom  of  one's  own. 

A  broom  of  one's  own. 

The  Witch  Papers 

The  Witch  Papers,  developed  by  Diana  Davies,  takes  us 
back  to  the  witchhunts,  1300-1700,  to  give  us  knowledge 
about  these  “wise  women.”  The  story  is  history,  but  the 
history  has  not  passed.  The  collage  is  about  violence 
against  women  and  women’s  courage  to  sing,  to  with¬ 
stand  the  fires  they  built  around  us,  the  rape  and  the 
murder  which  capture  us,  to  sing  strength  and  courage. 
Millie  Davis,  25  years  old,  hacked  to  death  by  a 
man  who  was  her  husband,  her  lover  .  .  .  What 
have  they  done  to  us? 

The  Witch  Papers 

The  Witch  Papers  is  a  collage  of  information  and 
ballads,  old  and  new,  a  collage  sometimes  wrenchingly 
painful,  but  also  full  of  women’s  tenderness,  strength, 
power,  and  magic.  Our  magic  is  our  life,  our  lives  are 
our  magic. 

Come  all  you  fair  and  tender  ladies 
Take  warning  how  you  court  your  man 
If  I  had  known  before  I'd  courted 
I  never  would  have  courted  none. 

The  Witch  Papers 

Humming,  caressing  us  through  the  pain  of  our  lives, 
day  by  day,  the  silence  broken,  “we  cry  alone  no 
more.” 

Let's  take  the  time  we  need 
And  name  it  after  ourselves. 

Mississippi 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Books 


Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the 
germ  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every 
individual  is  still  not  being  taught  the  significance  of 
the  role  of  personal  hygiene  in  the  prevention  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases.  All  VD  Prevention 
programs  must  emphasize  personal  hygiene  principles 
which  should  be  taught  from  the  beginning  of  adoles¬ 
cence  in  every  health  and  sex  education  course.  Past 
efforts  to  treat  VD  out  of  existence  have  failed;  there¬ 
fore,  we  must  use  all  available  methods  of  PREVEN¬ 
TION,  in  conjunction  with  treatment,  to  combat  the 
present  VD  epidemic.  Here  are  some  highlights  from 
our  widely  acclaimed  booklet,  8th  edition  —  (available 
in  Spanish;  soon  in  Japanese) 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant  to  VD  PREVENTION 
and  Good  Health.  Not  to  teach  washing  before  and 
after  sex  activities  is  to  encourage  the  spread  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

Page  2:  THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce  the  possibility  of 
catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gonorrhea, 
as  well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  are 
sensitive  to  soap  and  water.  Wash  before  sex  for  hygienic 
purposes. 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into  urinary 
opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure.* 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing  diminishes 
the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure.  Washing  is 
doubly  important  since  even  in  the  absense  of  syphilis  and 
gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs  can  cause  infec¬ 
tions  such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal  urethritis)  or  NSU  (non¬ 
specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  water- 
soluble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs., 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis 
may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore,  spe¬ 
cial  attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncircumcised 
penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will  have 
been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain  necessary  to 
prevent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  For  example:  A 
gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approximately  half  of  the 
reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

Page  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE 
FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

Infectious  germs  which  are  commonly  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
certain  sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present 
may  be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito-urinary  system 
are  highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs 
from  the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a  result  of  careless  wiping 
from  rectum  towards  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs 
are  easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infec¬ 
tions,  and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during  vagin¬ 
al,  as  well  as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore,  females  must  not 
wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina. . . . 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  can  be  greatly 
aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  designed  to 
facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper  clean¬ 
sing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has  been  ade¬ 
quately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the  bidet;  it  is  not 
found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the  United  States, 
whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used  and  sig¬ 
nificant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires  careful 
washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex. 

*  *  *  * 

Men  and  Women:  In  our  booklet  learn  also  about— 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact 
which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during  treat¬ 
ment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may  irritate  the  GU 
system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance  of  a  follow-up  visit  to 
the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  —  the  commercially  avail¬ 
able  germicidal  preparation  (Sanitube®  )  for  use  after  inter¬ 
course  to  prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercially 
available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories 
and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  properties  that  may 
prevent  VD. 


Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quantities 
available).  We  need  your  support.  Learn  these  facts.  Help  us 
distribute  these  booklets  and  educate  the  public. 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


Sweeney  Todd/  The  Demon 
Barber  of  Fleet  Street 

Book  by  Hugh  Wheeler 
Music  and  Lyrics  by  Stephen 
Sondheim 


Sweeney  Todd/  The  Demon 
Barber  of  Fleet  Street 

Directed  by  Hal  Prince 
with  A  ngela  Lansbury  and 
Len  Carriou 

Columbia  Records,  2  Record  Set 


By  Michael  Bronski 

Hugh  Wheeler’s  and  Stephen 
Sondheim’s  Sweeney  Todd:  The 
Demon  Barber  of  Fleet  Street  is 
about  rage.  Based  on  a  Victorian 
melodrama  (which  is  in  turn  based 
on  a  popular  legend,  which  is  in 
turn  based  on  fact)  Sweeney  Todd 
is  about  three  unlikely  themes  for 
musical  comedy:  sex,  violence, 
and  food.  The  genre  has  always 
remained  firmly  rooted  in  a 
bucolic,  fantasy  world  of  nice 
heterosexual  emotions.  Over  the 
years  Stephen  Sondheim  has 
urbanized,  de-romanticized,  and 
toughened  what  is  acceptable  in 
the  musical:  West  Side  Story  was 
about  street  gangs;  Gypsy,  the 
ugly  side  of  mother  love; 
Company,  the  decay  of  relation¬ 
ships  in  urban  environments  and 
the  lack  of  alternatives.  Sweeney 
Todd  is  an  attack  on  hypocrisy 
and  obsessive  revenge,  mixed  with 
murder  and  cannibalism. 

Sweeney  Todd  comes  back  to 
London  after  his  unfair  imprison¬ 
ment  in  Australia  by  a  judge  who 
lusted  after  his  young  wife. 
Unable  to  find  his  wife,  he  moves 
in  with  his  old  landlady  Mrs. 
Lovett,  who  owns  a  failing  meat 
pie  establishment.  Feeling  that  the 
world  has  treated  him  unfairly, 
Sweeney  swears  revenge  on  those 
who  have  done  him  wrong  and  de¬ 
clares  that  his  trusty  razors  will 
“drip  rubies.”  Unable  to  kill 
those  who  have  harmed  him  he  de¬ 
clares  war  on  the  entire  world.  He 
and  Mrs.  Lovett  devise  a  plan  to 
kill  the  patrons  of  his  barbershop 
and  bake  them  into  pies. 

Sweeney  becomes  obsessed  with 
his  rage  and  in  his  lust  for  re¬ 
venge,  disaster  follows  upon 
disaster.  As  in  many  Brecht  plays, 
we  are  told  that  not  all  reactions 
to  oppression  are  revolutionary. 

What  is  amazing  about  Sweeney 
Todd  is  that  Wheeler  (he  has 
written  the  screenplays  for 
Cabaret  as  well  as  other  Sondheim 
musicals)  and  Sondheim  have 
taken  traditional  forms  —  the 
Victorian  melodrama,  the  musical 
comedy,  the  Brechtian  political 
fable  —  and  have  transformed 
them  into  something  entirely  new. 
The  gruesome  extremes  of  the 
original  material  make  sense  in  the 
context  of  the  times  that  produced 
them.  The  poverty,  dirt  and  cor¬ 
ruption  of  post-industrial-revolu- 
tion-England,  which  gave  birth  to 
the  two-penny  dreadful,  the  music 
hall,  and  the  extravagant  melo¬ 
drama  as  a  relief  to  the  working 
class,  are  now  attacked  by  those 
very  forms.  The  piercing,  scream¬ 
ing  factory  whistle  that  signals  the 
day’s  work  is  the  same  sound  that 
signals  Sweeney’s  razor  cutting  a 
throat. 

While  we  are  allowed  to  enjoy 
the  sheer  dramatics  of  the  situa¬ 
tion,  we  are  also  distanced. 
Sweeney  must  take  responsibility 
for  his  actions,  not  only  socially, 
but  personally  and  emotionally  as 
well.  Sweeney’s  crime  is  not  only 
killing  people,  but  becoming  ob¬ 
sessed  with  his  rage.  The  play  ends 
with  the  company  pointing  to  the 
audience:  we  are  all  —  or  can  be 
Sweeney  —  (Sweeney  waits  in  the 
parlor  hall/Sweeney  leans  on  the 
office  wall/No  one  can  help, 
nothing  can  hide  you  — /Isn’t  that 
Sweeney,  there  beside  you?) 


Sweeney  Todd  has  taken  the 
primal  heterosexual  marriage  rela¬ 
tionship  and  explicated  it  a  bit 
further:  in  a  wonderful  parody  he 
is  the  husband  who  brings  home 
the  freshly  killed  dinner  and  she 
the  faithful  wife  who  stays  at 
home  and  cooks  it.  Sondheim  has 
been  accused  before  of  being  anti¬ 
marriage,  especially  in  Company 
and  Follies  (and  see  “We’re  Going 
to  be  All  Right”  from  Do  I  Hear  a 
Waltz,  a  scathing  attack  on 
marriage)  and  this  is  the  logical 
continuation.  Marriage  is  an 
economic  institution  based  on 
pathological  obsessiveness  and 
neurotic  romanticism.  Not  exactly 
The  Sound  of  Music. 

But  aside  from  its  indictment  of 
marriage  as  part  and  parcel  of 
capitalistic  exploitation,  Sweeney 
Todd  also  has  a  good  reason  for 
not  being  about  sex:  its  very  theme 
is  sexual  substitutes.  Early  in  act 
one,  Mrs.  Lovett  returns 
Sweeney’s  razors  to  him.  While 
she  sings  a  love  song  to  him,  he, 
with  the  same  tune,  sings  one  to 
his  blades  ending  with  “At  last  my 
arm  is  complete  again.”  Later, 
while  blithely  cutting  his  cus¬ 
tomers’  throats,  Sweeney  sings  a 
lullabye  to  his  absent  daughter. 
Bloodletting  has,  for  him,  become 
lovemaking.  Oral  gratification 
now  takes  on  a  whole  new  dimen¬ 
sion.  Sex  and  food  (or  rather  lack 
of  sex  and  food)  become  inextri¬ 
cably  intertwined.  Fetish  piles 
upon  fetish  and  we  are  in  a  night¬ 
marish  world  that  makes  perfect 
sense.  Both  Sweeney  and  Mrs. 
Lovett  are  products  of  their  en¬ 
vironment  and  are  more  than 
willing  to  play  the  game  and 
follow  the  rules,  while  turning  the 
tables:  “Swing  your  razor  wide, 
Sweeney/Hold  it  to  the  skies!/ 
Freely  flows  the  blood  of  those/ 
who  moralize!” 

Sweeney  Todd  radically  breaks 
with  the  American  musical 
comedy  tradition.  It  is  closer  to 
opera  (there  is  little  spoken  dia¬ 
logue  and  choruses  do  a  great  deal 
of  the  explication  and  conveying 
of  information),  although  it  still 
has  its  roots  in  the  musical.  It 
deals  with  subjects  that  are  usually 
taboo  —  or  at  least  considered 
tasteless  —  in  a  stimulating  and 
innovative  way.  The  days  of 
Oklahoma  and  Kismet  as  the 
norm  for  the  American  musical 
are  coming  to  an  end. 

Musically,  Sweeney  Todd  is  far 
beyond  the  “song  stuck  in  a  play” 
approach  that  has  been  traditional 
in  the  American  musical.  (Musi¬ 
cals  like  Marne  and  My  Fair  Lady 
take  many  of  their  song  cues  from 
lines  in  the  original  material. 
Which  might  make  fine  entertain¬ 
ment,  but  is  hardly  innovative 
form.)  The  musical  has  its  immed¬ 
iate  roots  in  the  operetta,  which  in 
turn  is  decended  from  opera;  the 
trend  has  been  to  play  up  the  book 
and  play  down  the  music. 

Sondheim  has  always  tried  to 
make  the  music  more  integral  to 
the  text  —  more  like  opera,  if  you 
will  —  than  what  is  usually  found 
in  the  American  musical.  The 
“Quartet”  from  West  Side  Story 
(written  with  Leonard  Bernstein 
and  Arthur  Laurents)  is  an  early 
sign  of  this  movement  back  to 
music.  In  1964  Sondheim  began 
experimenting  with  varied  and  un¬ 
usual  use  of  choruses  in  Anyone 
Can  Whistle  (a  Broadway  flop 
that  starred  Angela  Lansbury). 
The  chorus  was  used  not  only  to 
impart  story  line  or  create  back¬ 
ground,  but  musically  to  explore 
themes  and  set  both  tone  and 
pace.  This  use  of  chorus  con¬ 
tinued  in  Company  and  Pacific 
Overtures  —  seemingly  mixing  the 
forms  of  cantata  or  oratorio  with 
the  more  traditional  forms. 
Sondheim  has  always  been 
accused  of  writing  musicals  in 
which  you  couldn’t  come  out 
whistling  the  tunes.  (At  least,  as 
one  critic  pointed  out,  you  came 


out  of  Camelot  whistling  the 
scenery.)  But  as  Sondheim  has 
been  perfecting  the  form  the 
“tunes”  became  less  important 
than  the  whole  work.  (Of  course 
this  makes  you  somewhat  less 
commercial,  since  Liza  Minelli  or 
Steve  and  Edie  can’t  get  a  hit  AM 
single  from  the  show.) 

With  Sweeney  Todd,  Sondheim 
has  gone  a  step  further  in  consoli¬ 
dating  his  material;  book  and 
music  now  function  as  one,  and 
with  a  complexity  that  enhances 
both.  Part  of  this  has  to  do  with 
his  leaning  upon  the  theatrical 
ideas  and  musical  concepts  of 
Brecht  and  Weill.  The  Hugh 
Wheeler  material  borrows  freely 
from  Brecht  in  the  use  of  the 
chorus,  the  framing  of  the  play 
with  a  didactic  “moral,”  and  the 
implicit  social  politics  that  Brecht 
had  at  the  heart  of  his  work. 
(There  is  even  a  nod  to  Brecht’s 
“What  Keeps  a  Man  Alive”  from 
the  Three  Penny  Opera  in  Sond¬ 
heim’s  “A  Little  Priest”  number 
in  Todd). 

Sondheim  has  always  kept  fresh 
by  reusing  his  knowledge  of  other 
musical  forms;  he  is  able  to  use  his 
and  our  knowledge  of  them  to 
create  new  material,  and  not  to  re¬ 
produce,  or  just  rip  them  off. 
Pacific  Overtures  used  Japanese 
music  as  its  genesis  and  much  of 
Follies  was  a  tribute  and  a  re¬ 
clamation  of  standards  from  the 
past  American  theater.  Sweeney 
Todd  finds  its  inspiration  directly 
in  the  music  of  Kurt  Weill  (Brecht 
collaborator  on  many  pieces)  and 
the  traditional  songs  of  the 
English  music  hall. 

The  discordant,  Weill-type 
music  fits  in  perfectly  with  the 
Sweeney  Todd  material,  reflecting 
both  personal  and  social  conflicts 
throughout  the  play.  The  sardonic 
mockery  is  also  reminiscent  of 
both  tone  and  language  in  Brecht/ 
Weill.  The  English  music  hall  por¬ 
tions  (“By  the  Sea,”  “A  Little 
Priest”)  not  only  set  the  piece 
historically,  but  also  work  by  pre¬ 
senting  some  comic  relief  and  con¬ 
trast  to  the  other  material. 

(Remember  how  all  Jack  the 
Ripper  movies  have  scenes  of 
Music  Halls  just  before  the 
murders.)  But  what  Sondheim  has 
done  with  all  this  material  is  to 
fashion  it,  using  the  traditional 
leitmotif  and  theme  variations  in 
opera,  into  a  complete  whole. 
Each  character  has  a  theme  and 
these  are  intermingled  to  heighten 
the  dramatic  scenes.  Sweeney’s 
last  duet  with  Mrs.  Lovett  is  a 
masterful  example  of  this, 
meshing  at  least  five  of  the  plays’ 
major  motifs  into  a  grand  finale. 
Like  Porgy  and  Bess,  Sweeney 
Todd  is  an  ambitious  enterprise 
on  the  Broadway  stage,  and  the 
history  of  American  music.  Its  ex¬ 
cellence  is  achieved  not  only  be¬ 
cause  it  is  the  invention  of  a  parti¬ 
cular  culture  ( Oklahoma  is  a  parti¬ 
cularly -American  musical,  but  is 
set  in  its  time  and  place  rather 
than  transcending  it)  but  because 
it  is  larger  than  its  moment  of  in¬ 
ception.  It  does  not  exist  in  a 
vacuum,  it  knows  its  antecedents, 
uses  them  and  enlarges  upon 
them.  Sweeney  Todd  marks  a  new 
maturity  in  both  style  and 
content.  It  is  powerful  because  it 
knows  what  it’s  doing  and  why. 

The  musical  has  always  at¬ 
tracted  a  gay  audience  and  has,  to 
a  large  degree,  been  a  gay  form. 
The  revolt  against  the  happy  het¬ 
erosexual,  romantic  fluff  is  the 
first  step  in  homosexuals  writing 
more  openly  about  whatever  they 
may  want  to.  If  Joe  Orton  was 
right,  “more  fucking”  (not  to 
mention  murder  and  cannibalism) 
will  send  them  into  “screaming 
hysterics  in  no  time.”  Meanwhile, 
as  Gombold  prayed,  in  Joe 
Orton’s  Head  to  Toe,  let  us  all 
hope  to  have  cleansed  hearts  and 
to  be  able  to  rage  correctly. 
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Is  Sexuality  Politically  Incorrect? 


By  Kore  Sapphire 

There  are  many  kinds  of  power, 
used  and  unused,  acknowledged 
or  otherwise.  The  erotic  is  a 
resource  within  each  of  us  that  lies 
in  a  deeply  female  and  spiritual 
plane,  firmly  rooted  in  the  power 
of  our  unexpressed  or  unrecog¬ 
nized  feeling.  In  order  to  per¬ 
petuate  itself,  every  oppression 
must  corrupt  or  distort  these 
various  sources  of  power  within 
the  culture  of  the  oppressed  that 
can  provide  energy  for  change. 
For  women,  this-has  meant  a  sup¬ 
pression  of  the  erotic  as  a  consid¬ 
ered  source  of  power  and  reclama¬ 
tion  in  our  lives. 

— Audre  Lorde1 

On  Friday,  May  30,  at  7:30,  at 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
Lesbian  poets,  musicians,  photo¬ 
graphers,  filmmakers,  and  danc¬ 
ers  will  come  together  to  create 
LABYRIS:  Celebrating  Our 

Erotic  Power.  This  event  was 
inspired  by  Audre  Lorde’s 
pamphlet  Uses  of  the  Erotic:  The 
Erotic  as  Power.  It  was  organized 
by  Denise  Zucker  of  the 
Cambridge  Women’s  Center  and 
myself  to  provide  a  forum  for 
Lesbians  to  explore  and  affirm 
our  own  erotic  power.  As  artists 
(Denise  is  a  dancer  and  silver¬ 
smith;  I’m  a  poet)  a  cultural  event 
was  the  most  natural  way  for  us  to 
share  our  ideas  and  questions. 
LABYRIS  brings  together  more 
than  ten  Lesbian  artists  in  hope 
that  our  work  can  inspire  each 
other  as  well  as  women  who  parti¬ 
cipate  as  “audience.”  We  hope 
this  event  can  be  part  of  building  a 
stronger,  richer  Lesbian-feminist 
culture  and  creative  community  in 
Boston.  We  have  tried  to  organize 
LABYRIS  to  reflect  the  richness 
and  variety  of  Lesbian  experience 
—  of  Black  Lesbians,  fat  Lesbi¬ 
ans,  Jewish  Lesbians,  older  Lesbi¬ 
ans,  Lesbian  mothers,  Chinese 
Lesbians  .  .  .  This  year  is  a  begin¬ 
ning;  we  hope  that  this  will  be  an 
annual  event  and  in  the  future  will 
include  women  of  many  more 
ethnic  backgrounds  and  ages. 
Providing  childcare  and 
interpretation  into  American  Sign 
Language  for  the  hearing 
impaired  has  also  been  important 
in  trying  to  make  LABYRIS 
accessible  to  as  many  wimmin  as 
possible.  A  Final  goal  of  the 
festival  is  to  raise  some  money, 
which  will  be  shared  by  Women’s 
Community  Health  Center,  the 
Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  and 
the  performers,  producers,  and 
interpreters.  Through  our  art,  we 
want  to  provide  economic  and 
community  support  to  feminist 
institutions,  as  well  as  validate  our 
own  work  in  creating  LABYRIS. 
Until  recently,  musicians  have 
been  the  only  performing  artists 
who  have  been  widely  visible  in 
and  suported  by  the  Lesbian  and 
women’s  communities;  their  songs 
have  chronicled  and  enriched  our 
lives.  Events  such  as  LABYRIS, 
the  1980  Womyn’s  Theatre 
Festival,  and  the  Great  American 
Lesbian  Art  Show  nurture  the 
survival  and  growth  of  Lesbian 
feminist  culture  and  community. 

And  there  is,  for  me,  no  dif¬ 
ference  between  writing  a  good 
poem  and  moving  into  sunlight 
against  the  body  of  a  woman  I 
love. 

Audre  Lorde2 

Lesbian  erotic  art.  What  do  the 
words  conjure?  The  photographs 
of  Tee  Corinne?  Donna  Summer 
singing  to  us  about  “Hot  Stuff”? 
What  is  erotic  art,  anyway.  Is  it 
art  that  excites  specifically  sexual 
feelings  or  that  describes  overt 
sexual  activity?  What  does  that 
mean,  sexual?  If  I  write  a  poem 


about  dancing,  about  talking, 
about  walking  with  a  woman, 
about  cutting  her  hair,  is  that  not 
sexual,  not  erotic?  In  a  hetero¬ 
sexist  society  which  teaches  that 
sex  is  a  private  matter  —  which 
takes  place  between  a  man  and  a 
woman  who  are  neither  too  young 
nor  too  old,  who  conform  to 
white,  male,  able-bodied  stand¬ 
ards  of  beauty,  and  who  make 
love  with  their  hands  and  genitals 
—  there  is  no  context  for  defining 
strong  physical,  emotional,  and 
spiritual  feelings  which  don’t  fit 
into  that  prescribed  setting.  We 
have  been  denied  the  very  exist¬ 
ence  of  our  Lesbianism. 

Younger,  I  loved  my  women 
friends,  held  them,  slept  with 
them,  danced  and  wrestled  with 
them,  and  had  sexual  feelings  for 
them.  Unable  to  sleep  at  platonic 
pajama  parties,  we  rubbed  each 
other’s  backs,  brushed  and 
braided  our  hair,  and  burnt  off 
our  energy  making  2:00  a.m. 
crank  phone  calls  and  bursting 
into  uncontrollable  fits  of  giggles. 
We  were  in  love  with  each  other, 
and  excited  in  each  other’s  pres¬ 
ence.  We  talked  abstractly  and 
curiously  about  Lesbianism,  but 
phallocentrism  decreed  that 
“real”  sex  could  only  take  place 
with  a  prick  somewhere  on  the 
scene  (even  a  dildo  would  do),  and 
we  were  unable  to  fulfill  our  own 
feelings  for  each  other  for  many 
years. 

For  many  women,  Lesbian 
sexuality  struggles  under  this 
herstory,  and  the  desire  not  to 
objectify  other  women  as  we  our¬ 
selves  have  been  objectified  by 
men.  When  I  began  making  love 
to  women  I  was  very  anxious 
about  touching  in  overtly  sexual 
ways.  The  only  images  I  had  of 
women  being  touched  sexually 
had  been  created  by  men,  in  ways 
which  reeked  of  domination,  sub¬ 
jugation,  and  ownership.  My 
hand  on  my  lover’s  thigh  or  breast 
flashed  United  Artists  rape  scenes 
and  memories  from  my  own  grim 
hetero  past,  when  I  bartered  my 
body  like  an  auctioneer. 

Where  do  we  go  from  such  per¬ 
sonal  and  collective  herstories?  To 
the  future  envisioned  by  Valerie 
Solanas  in  The  S.C.U.M.  Mani¬ 
festo ?  “.  .  .  Those  females  least 
embedded  in  the  male  “Culture”, 
the  least  nice  .  .  .  those  who,  by 
the  standards  of  our  “culture”  are 
SCUM  .  .  .  these  females  are  cool 
and  relatively  cerebral  and  skirting 
asexuality.  .  .  .  you’ve  got  to  go 
through  a  lot  of  sex  to  get  to  anti¬ 
sex,  and  SCUM’s  been  through  it 
all,  and  now  they’re  ready  for  a 
new  show,  they  want  to  crawl  out 
from  under  the  dock,  move,  take 
off,  sink  out.’”  Are  we  to  be  dis¬ 
embodied  politicos,  whose  hearts 
pump  only  to  rhetoric?  Is  sexual¬ 
ity  politically  incorrect? 

The  erotic  has  often  been  mis¬ 
named  by  men  and  used  against 
women.  It  has  been  made  into  the 
confused,  the  trivial,  the 
psychotic,  the  plasticized  sensa¬ 
tion.  For  this  reason,  we  have 
often  turned  away  from  the  explo¬ 
ration  and  consideration  of  the 
erotic  as  a  source  of  power  and 
information,  confusing  it  with  its 
opposite,  the  pornographic,  but 
pornography  is  a  direct  denial  of 
the  power  of  the  erotic,  for  it  rep¬ 
resents  the  suppression  of  true 
feeling.  Pornography  emphasizes 
sensation  without  feeling. 

The  erotic  is  a  measure  between 
the  beginnings  of  our  sense  of  self 
and  the  chaos  of  our  strongest 
feelings.  It  is  an  internal  sense  of 
satisfaction  to  which,  once  we 
have  experienced  it,  we  know  we 
can  aspire.  For  having  experi¬ 
enced  the  fullness  of  this  depth  of 
feeling  and  recognizing  its  power, 
in  honor  and  self-respect  we  can 


require  no  less  of  ourselves. 

— Audre  Lorde4 

Each  performer  involved  in 
LABYRIS  has  had  to  confront 
numerous  questions  specific  to  her 
artistic  medium  and  her  life 
experience  —  of  rape,  of  celibacy, 
of  being  a  Black  woman,  a 
mother,  a  fat  woman,  of  having 
been  married,  etc.  Following  are 
some  of  the  problems  I  faced  in 
confronting  my  own  poetry  and 
asking  “What  is  erotic?  What  are 
the  politics  of  the  erotic?”  I  write 
as  a  woman  who  is  white,  middle- 
class  Jewish  and  Italian,  young 
(21),  as  a  woman  who  has  not 
been  raped,  or  pregnant,  or  mar¬ 
ried,  but  has  been  keenly  aware  of 
male  sexual  violence  since  age  12, 
and  who  is  very  enamored  of 
power  and  fantasy. 

Writing  poetry  for  LABYRIS 
has  given  me  permission  to  create 
out  of  my  sexual  and  erotic  self;  it 
has  legitimated  this  “subject”  for 
me.  My  poems  are  fantasy,  con¬ 
fessional,  are  propaganda  pieces, 
are  most  of  all  celebrations  of  our 
sweet  Lesbian  bodies  and  souls. 

A  few  years  ago,  when  I  was 
just  beginning  to  act  on  my  sexual 
feelings  for  women,  I  wrote  a 
poem  titled  “The  Woman  in  my 
Dreams.”  It  was  a  litany  about 
the  qualities  of  my  “dream 
woman.”  Recently  I  began  work¬ 
ing  on  it  again  and  was  struck  by 
the  fact  that  the  qualities  which  I 
ascribed  to  this  woman  were 
powers  and  competencies  which  I 
did  not  have  (such  as  the  ability  to 
carry  tremendous  weights,  play 
the  balalaika,  hop  freight  trains, 
or  deliver  a  baby).  I  abandoned 
this  poem  because  it  made  me  feel 
weak,  and  I  supposed  it  would 
have  the  same  effect  on  other 
women.  The  poem  perpetuated 
pedestalization  and  objecti¬ 
fication,  which  is  dehumanizing  to 
women  on  both  sides  of  that 
dynamic  (both  the  woman  on  the 
pedestal  and  the  woman  on  the 
ground).  I  realized  my  privilege  as 
a  young,  white  woman  to  define 
and  describe  my  “dream  dyke,” 
assuming  that  privilege  to  define 
contributes  to  racist  and  ageist 
beauty  standards.  The  longing  for 
straight  blonde  hair,  large  breasts, 
small  breasts,  a  sleek  leather 
jacket,  broad  shoulders,  a  small 
ass,  smaller  ears  .  .  .  these  all 
oppress  us  and  deny  the  strength 
and  beauty  that  we  do  possess,  the 
beauty  of  real  women,  not 
dreams. 

I  dealt  with  very  different  ques¬ 
tions  in  a  poem  I  wrote  last 
summer  at  a  time  when  I  was  read¬ 
ing  and  writing  a  lot  about  female 
genital  mutilation,  which  is  per¬ 
petrated  upon  girl  children 
throughout  much  of  north  Africa 
and  the  Sudan,  as  well  as  upon 
adult  women  in  the  U.S.5  Mutila¬ 
tion  is  a  violent  denial  of  our 
wholeness,  of  our  Lesbianism,  of 
our  existence  as  anything  besides 
receptacles  for  men.  I  needed  to 
write  a  poem  to  exorcise  this  mes¬ 
sage,  an  affirmation  of  the 
healthiness  of  and  naturalness  of 
women,  of  Lesbians.  The  poem 
began  with  a  quote  from  Every¬ 
thing  You  Always  Wanted  to 
Know  About  Sex  But  Were  Afraid 
to  Ask  by  David  Reuben  (“Ques¬ 
tion:  What  do  Lesbians  do? 
Answer:  One  hole  +  one  hole  = 
nothing”)  and  was  followed  by  a 
celebratory  description  of  Lesbian 
lovemaking.  These  two  aspects  of 
the  poem  were  always  linked  in 
my  mind.  I  let  David  Reuben 
speak  for  two  lines,  then  erased 
his  poisonous  views  with  the  truth 
about  Lesbianism  —  joyous,  an¬ 
cient,  passionate,  spiritual. 
“See,”  I  was  saying,  “he’s  wrong. 
Two  dykes  don’t  do  nothing.  We 
lick  and  suck  and  meditate  and 
recreate  the  world.”  1  was  very 


satisfied  with  the  poem  until 
women  in  my  Lesbian  Poets’ 
Group  urged  me  to  cut  out  the 
quote  from  Everything  .  .  .:  “We 
already  know  what  he  thinks  of 
us.  We  know  about  homophobia, 
about  our  invisibility.  Tell  us 
something  new.  Tell  us  we’re  good 
and  beautiful  and  strong.”  Dykes 
don’t  need  to  be  reminded  about 
how  much  men  hate  us;  we 
already  know  this.  Why  did  I 
allow  my  poem  to  be  a 
mouthpiece  for  that  misogyny?  I 
realized  I  was  writing  it  with 
straight  people  in  mind,  the  cof¬ 
feehouse  and  bookstore  audi¬ 
ences,  the  magazine  editors  and 
grant  awarders.  They  had  entered 
my  consciousness  as  judges,  as 
audience,  until  I  wrote  my  poems 
to  them.  Exorcising  their 
presence,  their  vision,  cutting  out 
those  lines,  my  poem  is  now  an 
affirmation,  not  a  reaction,  and  is 
written  fully  to  Lesbians. 

Women-only  events  like 
LABYRIS  enable  us  to  speak,  to 
sing,  to  dance  in  ways  that  affirm 
and  strengthen  us  as  women  and 
as  Lesbians,  in  ways  that  honor 
the  rage  and  joy  of  our  lives.  On 
May  30,  the  scheduled  performers 
will  be  followed  by  “open  mike” 


time,  so  that  all  women  can  share 
this  resource.  Bring  your  erotic 
poems,  rituals,  dreams,  dances  — 
we  need  them  to  build  Lesbian 
culture  and  pride. 

1 .  Audre  Lorde,  Uses  of  the  Erotic: 
The  Erotic  as  Power  Out  and  Out 
Books,  476  Second  Street,  Brook¬ 
lyn,  NY  11215,  1978. 

2.  Audre  Lorde. 

3.  Valerie  Solanas,  SCUM  Manifesto 
( Society  for  Cutting  Up  Men), 
Olympia  Press,  New  York,  NY, 
1967  pp.  32-33. 

4.  Audre  Lorde. 

5.  Mutilation  in  the  U.S.  is  called 
“vaginal  reconstruction.”  The 
technique  was  created  by  Dr.  Burt, 
an  Ohio  gynecologist,  and  its 
stated  goal  is  to  increase  women’s 
orgasmic  response  to  getting 
fucked  by  men.  For  further 
reading  see:  “Female  Genital 
Mutilation,  Ohio  to  Africa”  in  the 
Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Women’s  Community  Health 
Center,  available  for  $2  from 
WCHC,  639  Massachusetts 
Avenue,  Room  #210,  Cambridge, 
MA  02139.  Gyn/Ecology  by  Mary 
Daly,  Beacon  Press,  Boston,  1978, 
and  The  Hosken  Report:  Genital/ 
Sexual  Mutilation  of  Females, 
published  by  WIN  NEWS,  187 
Grant  Street,  Lexington,  MA 
02173  ($12  prepaid  for  mail  order). 


JAMES 

MERRILL 

Pulitzer  Prize  and 
National  Book  Awards  Winner 
will  autograph  copies  of  his 

SCRIPTS 

FOR  THE 

PAGEANT 

at  the 

Grolier  Book  Shop 

6  Plympton  St.,  Harvard  Square 
on  Monday,  June  2nd 
from  4:30-6PM 


SISTER  ANGELA  Reader  &  Advisor/Palm  &  Card  Readings 

All  who  are  successful /unsuccessful,  lucky /unlucky,  satisfied /unsatisfied,  let  the  woman  who  knows,  help  you  She 
removes  evil  influence  She  settles  lovers'  quarrels,  helps  you  gain  the  lost  love  and  affection  of  the  one  you  love  and 
shows  you  the  woy  to  hoppiness  She  nomes  friends  and  enemies  and  tells  you  if  friends  ore  true  or  false  She  locates 
lost  ond  stolen  property 

She  does  not  claim  to  be  God  She  is  just  o  servont  of  the  Lord  who  wos  brought  here  to  help  humonity 

If  you  have  any  problem  concerning  the  past,  present,  future,  love,  marriage,  business,  lawsuits,  finances,  health,  if 

you  are  in  trouble,  sick  or  in  love,  there's  no  problem  so  areot  that  she  cannot  solve 

524  Commonwealth  Avt.  in  Kenmore  Sq.  Boston  MA  •  Tel. 247-7113  Open  doily  9  t.m.  to  9  p.m. 

^p0^"1  reading  with  this 


why  my  draperies 
simply  must  please  you! 

first  i  listen  to  you  and  your  ideas  (i 
happen  to  have  some  fabulous  ideas 
too,  if  you  want  them),  then  i  select 
the  best  for  you  from  our  thousands 
of  fabrics,  finally  i  personally  handle 
all  the  details  from  measuring  to 
sewing  to  installation! 

(also  my  slip  covers, 
bedspreads,  shades, 
woven-woods, 
wallpaper,  etc.) 


call  401-884-1842 


Creative  ‘Fabrics 
interiors  by 
sieve  Jorgensen 


for  home 
consultation 


536  potter  road,  north  kingstown  ri 
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The  Isolation  of  Gaymen 
and  the  Rediscovery  of  Our  Power 


By  Clover  Chan  go 

This  winter,  I  felt  that  it  was  my 
queer  destiny  to  crawl  the  lonely 
streets  in  search  of  companion¬ 
ship.  I  sometimes  feel  threatened 
with  permanent  rejection, 
alienation,  banishment  to  the 
dangerous  street  life.  Peace  comes 
with  the  feeling  that  I  belong  to  a 
community  of  faggots.  I  have 
experienced  this  from  time  to  time 
during  the  past  few  years,  in  the 
closeness  of  working  with  others 
in  the  gay  movement,  and  in  some 
social  places  like  bars,  parties, 
bushes.  Those  special  moments  or 
days  happen  when  we  decide  not 
to  fear  one  another  and  can 
express  our  loving  and  care. 

I  am  aware  that  many  gaymen 
do  not  feel,  and  have  never  felt, 
the  existence  of  a  supportive  com¬ 
munity.  I  see  men  walking  around 
totally  afraid  of  their  gayness  and 
of  other  gay  men.  When  I  see  men 
embarrassed  about  or  resentful  of 
drag  queens  or  effeminate  men 
like  me,  when  I  have  a  leaflet 
about  faggots  doing  anti-rape 
actibn  torn  up  in  my  face  in  a  bar, 
when  1  see  gaymen  stand  back 
while  a  defenseless  fag  is  being 
attacked  —  I  smell  the  fear.  The 
fear  of  being  intimate  and  at  ease 
with  gaymen,  the  fear  of  breaking 
the  familiar  pattern  of  isolation 
and  guilt. 

1  wish  to  talk  about  my  experi¬ 
ence  with  isolation  and  how  I 
-perceive  gaymale  alienation.  My 
perceptions  have  been  shaped  by 
what  I  am  learning  as  a  political 
activist.  One  goal  I  am  working 
towards  is  to  insure  that  commu¬ 
nity  can  be  a  source  of  power  and 
a  structure  to  support  gaymen’s 
individual  lives.  I  want  my 
creative  and  political  work  to 
explore  my  own  and  other 
gaymen’s  unexamined  feelings 
about  ourselves. 

I  want  to  focus  on  the  sensa¬ 
tions  vibrating  among  gaymen. 
How  can  we  use  the  erotic  energy 
that  we  gays  experience  among 
one  another,  that  particular  form 
of  energy  which  is  uniquely  ours? 
How  can  we  use  erotic  feelings 
like  desire,  curiosity,  concern  and 
pleasure  to  build  self-confidence 
and  trust,  to  strengthen  our 
intimacies?  Can  we  create  a  cen¬ 
tering  sense  of  sharing  our  lives, 
of  having  a  commonness,  of  being 
special  to  one  another,  of  wanting 
one  another  as  part  of  our  com¬ 
munity? 

“Unfulfilled  Desires  are  like 
Imprisoned  Children” 

(Ntozake  Shange  quoting 
Anais  Nin,  Nappy  Edges) 

Isolation  is  a  profound  part  of 
our  oppression.  1  think  about  my 
responsibility  to  changing  that 
part  of  my  own  oppression.  The 
homophobic  brutality  of 
heteromales  can  be  immobilizing. 
They  threaten  me  to  try  »and 
convince  me  that  I  am  an  isolated 
freak,  deserving  of  their  battering, 
combing  the  streets  for  eternal 
abuse.  Faggot  and  feminist 
politics  have  taught  me  how  to 
decide  to  stop  thinking  and  acting 
like  a  sexual  victim.  I  bought  into 
the  fern  role’s  passivity  for  the 
longest  time.  1  confused  wanting 
attention,  wanting  to  be  taken 
care  of  by  men,  with  wanting  to  be 
abused.  It’s  taken  me  a  while  to 
realize  the  power  of  my  effemina¬ 
cy;  1  used  to  feel  alone  and  con¬ 
fused  about  not  being  a  “real 
man.”  Learning  to  care  for 
myself,  to  provide  my  body  and 
spirit  with  what  they  need,  has 
deepened  my  sensuality.  From  this 
kind  of  centering,  I  can  be  more 
intimate  and  trusting  with  gay 
men.  Feeling  strong  in  my  erotic 
joy  gives  me  the  courage  to  deal 
wth  my  fears  and  others’  fears  of 
being  vulnerable. 


My  isolation  is  heightened  by 
the  terror  of  permanent 
loneliness.  1  am  lucky,  though, 
compared  with  other  faggots 
who’ve  had  no  contact  with  the 
gay  movement.  Intellectually,  1 
see  the  legacy  of  homo  isolation; 
psychically,  I  feel  it  dripping 
through  my  -worries  about  my 
sexual  inadequacy,  about  making 
the  macho  grade.  I  am  in  the 
“Stonewall  Fag”  category  — 
made  up  of  lower  class  whites, 
gaymen  of  color,  drag  queens, 
street  fags,  the  promiscuous, 
t-room  queers,  et  al.  This  caste  is 
still  looked  upon  as  the  outcast, 
even  by  other  gays.  Identifying 
with  these  “undesirables”  height¬ 
ens  my  feelings  of  isolation  from 
other  gays.  I  need  a  gaymale 
culture  which  often  fears  and 
rejects  me  and  then,  I  also 
symbolize  the  despicable  homo  in 
the  straight  world. 

Many  have  benefitted  little 
from  gay  liberation  while  others 
have  used  it  to  gain  personal 
power.  Gaymale  patriarchy  is 
based  upon  the  same  structures 
that  fags  learned  growing  up 
straight.  Desirability  is  dependent 
upon  standards  of  “male”  success 
—  masculine  physical  attributes, 
competitive  and  manipulative 
behavior,  Caucasian  character¬ 
istics,  upward  class  mobility.  This 
determines  whose  lives,  as  well  as 
whose  sexual  energy,  is  more 
valued. 

The  voices  of  faggots  without 
these  privileges  are  embarrassing 
and  expendable  to  men  who  buy 
into  the  homopatriarchy.  •  How¬ 
ever,  they  also  need  our  voices. 
These  men  see  the  irony  that  we 
queers  without  privileges  were, 
and  still  are,  the  initiators  of  the 
movement  and  its  progressive 
culture.  Feminist  gaymen,  gaymen 
of  color,  and  working  class  gays 
form  my  possible  community. 
Relationships  1  have  with  these 
people  are  some  of  my  deepest 
sources  of  faggot  strength  and 
identity.  However,  these  relation¬ 
ships  are  mocked  and  scorned 
because  of  their  threat  to  gaymale 
patriarchy.  This  is  difficult 
because  1  want  to  have  a  sense  of 
belonging  with  all  gaymen,  for  my 
own  sanity.  The  relationships  are 
also  a  struggle,  because  we  feel 
afraid  and  paralyzed  about  our 
lack  of  material  resources  and 
opportunities  for  social  and 
economic  advancement.  Our  only 
resources  are  ourselves. 

Isolating  myself  from  gay 
patriarchy  is  a  protection. 
However,  I  do  not  accept  this, 
because  it  feeds  the  divis  ons 
among  differing  communities  of 
gay  people.  The  gaymale 
patriarchy  also  maintains  the 
dominant  culture’s  definition  of 
what  a  homoerotic  culture  is: 
paranoiac,  unfeeling  and  obsessed 
with  denial.  Reclaiming  our 
spiritual  sense  of  commonness 
and  struggling  together  as  a  group 
can  challenge  this  homo¬ 
patriarchy. 

The  system  of  alienation  keeps 
us  from  defining  ourselves,  but 
fag  culture  could  be  one  of  our 
greatest  sources  for  self¬ 
definitions.  Its  roots  in  eroticism 
provide  the  strength  upon  which 
we  can  build  a  community. 
However,  I  can’t  always  find 
strength  within  myself.  How  can 
gaymen’s  communities  become 
more  supportive  of  finding  that 
inner  strength  within  each  of  us, 
especially  when  we  are  feeling 
alone  and  isolated?  How  can  we 
discover,  name  and  use  our  long 
hidden  erotic  energies  for  the 
gaymen  we  care  about? 

Giving  and  Receiving  Support 

Gaymen  still  seem  unable  to 
come  to  grips  with  our  difficulty 


in  nurturing.  The  fear  of  loving 
runs  deeply  in  men.  The  masculin- 
ization  of  our  emotions  and  self- 
image,  the  inbred  competition  of 
our  relationships,  and  the  learned 
dependency  upon  womyn  for 
mothering  hold  us  back  from 
touching  the  power  of  our  intima¬ 
cies. 

Clinging  to  male  privilege 
creates  barriers  between  faggots. 
To  become  more  vulnerable  to 
other  gays,  each  of  us  must  look 
at  how  we  have  used  the 
patriarchy’s  male  privilege  to 
construct  the  type  of  man  that 
each  of  us  is.  Our  patriarchal 
knowlege  of  using  power  to 
oppress  people  can  be  trans¬ 
formed,  and  used  for  subversive 
means.  Gaymen  can  change  the 
inherent  opportunity  for  selfish 
advancement  into  a  useful 
building  of  opportunities  for 
relationships  among  ourselves, 
and  within  our  communities,  for 
developing  commitment,  love  and 
trust  instead  of  dominance, 
authority  and  tyranny. 

When  men  acknowledge  their 
gayness,  the  reality  of  stepping 
down  a  rung  in  the  patriarchy  can 
be  a  shake-up.  The  movement 
talks  about  sexual  liberation  as  the 
path  toward  freedom.  But 
opportunities  for  sexual 
exploration  can  be  abused  as  com¬ 
pensation  for  loss  of  hetmale 
privilege.  Many  fags  continue  to 
be  straight-identified  in  their 
sexuality:  objectifying, 

untouchable,  ridiculing  fats, 
ferns,  freaks.  Many  also  refuse  to 
relinquish  the  white  master-race 
mentality  which  supports 
whiteness  as  yet  another  weapon 
of  sexually  degrading  people.  The 
behavior  reinforces  the  stratifica¬ 
tion  of  privilege  among  faggots. 
Homos  become  just  another 
subgroup  of  supremacist  males, 
the  vision  of  sexual  liberation  is 
abandoned. 

Erotic  Power  vs.  the  Patriarchal 

I  resent  the  psychic  oppression 
of  fearing  the  macho,  leather, 
butch,  but  I  also  desire  these 
men’s  power  and  attention.  I  am 
torn  between  repulsion  from 
seemingly  unfeeling  men  and 
anger  at  the  man/ipulation  of  my 
personal  sexual  impulses.  I  exper¬ 
ience  yearnings  to  have  the  same 
desirability  as  men  who  project 
social  and  economic  power,  or 
upon  whom  I  project  that  power. 
I  know  that  this  system  of  desir¬ 
ability,  this  new  model  of  the  ad¬ 
justed  homo  mainstream,  is  built 
on  competition,  objectification, 
alienation,  and  a  peck/king  order. 
I  also,  though,  experience  myself 
complying  with  this  system  when  I 
use  the  elements  of  my  person- 
hood  that  seem  like  they  might 
have  some  market  value  — 
whether  they  be  artistic,  intel¬ 
lectual,  assertive  —  to  get  men’s 
attention.  This  is  a  similar  abuse 
of  myself  and  gaymen  to  what 
mister  clone-beautiful  does;  its 
goal  is  ego-veneration,  gaining 
control  and  being  the  object  of 
gaymen’s  desires  and  emotional 
needs.  At  the  same  time,  1  am 
overwhelmed  by  the  everpresent 
erotic  possibilities  that  the  new  fag 
culture  has  created.  These  pro¬ 
mises  contain  a  visionary  reality,  a 
dream  of  sexual  liberation  come 
true.  They  give  me  the  hope  of 
finding  unity  with  collective  con¬ 
sciousness  in  sensuous  abandon. 
The  instinct  of  how  to  give  and  re¬ 
ceive  pleasure  is  a  central  energy 
in  gaymen’s  auras.  Gaymen  con¬ 
tain  this  knowledge  as  we  move 
through  the  society  and  bear  it  to 
friends,  lovers  and  strangers  in 
varying  degrees  of  openness. 

However,  our  ability  for  erotic 
openness  has  been  hidden  from  us 
for  so  long.  When  I  am  experi¬ 


encing  this  openness,  I  still  find 
myself  afraidat  times  Being  vul¬ 
nerable  to  my  fullest  sensuality 
means  being  dedicated  to  myself 
and  to  other  gaymen  in  ways  that 
were  never  taught  to  me*  by 
straights. 

A  major  part  of  erotic  libera¬ 
tion,  for  me,  is  confronting,  chal¬ 
lenging  and  letting  go  of  the 
abusive  aspects  of  male  sexuality 
that  pervade  all  men’s  psyches  — 
emotional  exploitation,  the  use  of 
the  cock  as  a  weapon,  obsession 
with  violent  release.  We  do  not 
need  these  images  and  recipes  for 
hetmale  turn-on;  we  have  each 
other  and  our  own. 

I  hope  to  continue  to  separate 
and  understand  these  different 
drives  and  longings  for  power. 
How  can  I  use  the  psychic  and 
sensual  resources  within  myself, 
the  private,  misunderstood  areas 
of  myself,  to  break  the  patterns  of 
competing  with  and  objectifying 
those  whom  I  sexually  desire?  I 
can  do  this  by  believing  in  the 
sexual  truths  I  tap  as  a  faggot,  and 
believing  that  these  truths  are 
common,  therefore,  spiritual,  in 
all  fags.  The  homoerotic  energy 
that  rises  deep  from  within  me, 
and  the  sharing  of  that  energy,  is 
more  powerful  and  life-giving 
than  the  exploitative  values  and 
behavior  patterns  of  male  sexual¬ 
ity  that  men  learn  in  their  straight 
identity. 

When  I  am  most  secure  in  my 
ability  to  be  sexual,  I  know  that 
acting  out  masculinity /dominance 
/egocentrism  as  a  part  of  my  ero¬ 
ticism  is  not  necessary.  When  we 
are  comfortable  in  our  homo¬ 
erotic  feelings,  then  our  isolation, 
rooted  in  sexual  repression,  can  be 
broken.  Can  each  of  us  remain 
bravely  open  to  the  varying  levels 
of  erotic  energy  which  surround 
faggots?  This  makes  us  vulnerable 
and  is  therefore  threatening. 
Nevertheless,  many  gaymen  are 
breaking  down  the  straightboy 
methods  of  alienating  themselves 
from  one-  another.  I  feel  most 
powerful  and  erotic  when  I  am 
relating  with  gaymen  with  open¬ 
ness,  joy,  and  emotional  strength. 
I  believe  this  is  a  root  from  which 
we  can  define  our  communities 
and  resist  dominant  culture.  The 
determination  to  love  and  live 
fully  is  a  base  upon  which  a  grass¬ 
roots  movement  can  be  built. 
Fucking  with  Patriarchy 

The  most  threatening  sexual  im¬ 
pulses  to  patriarchs  are  those 
which  do  not  include  a  desire  to 
gain  patriarchal  power.  Feeling 
and  pursuing  these  defies  the 
system  of  male  dominance  whose 
sexactions  are  individualized  and 
conquest-oriented. 

The  sexual  fantasies  taught  to 
men  are  constructed  to  trigger  the 
mind’s  fixation  upon  power  rather 
than  upon  the  liberation  of  feeling 
vulnerable  to  desire  —  to  blood 
flowing  through  the  body  and 
penis.  Men  are  taught  to  use  the 
erection  as  confirmation  of  their 
male  supremacy:  over  womyn, 
faggots,  and  the  homosexual 
within.  Orgasm  becomes  a  shot 
against  these  threatening,  “cas- 
tracting”  persons/symbols  who 
represent  the  horror  of  intimacy, 
intuition,  pleasure,  joy.  Males  do 
not  contain  their  desire  to  feel 
passion,  self-love,  homosexuality. 
Rather,  they  spray  it  back  into 
their  hateful  world.  To  compen¬ 
sate  for  their  lack  of  intimacy, 
males  brutally  abuse  the  homo¬ 
erotic  and  the  feminine  in  their 
society.  Directly  rooted  in  their 
fear  of  womyn  and  homosexuality 
is  veneration  of  the  erect  phallus. 
The  image  of  this  weapon  is  con¬ 
structed  everywhere. 

Gaymen  are  being  fucked  over 
by  believing  that  we  can  be  “real 


good  men”  too  by  proving  our 
sexual  potency  in  the  social  arena. 
It  pleases  straightboys  to  behold 
the  gay  macho  buddy  system. 
First,  it  turns  them  on.  Its  similar¬ 
ities  to  hetmale  defiance  and 
bonding  alleviate  fears  that  homo¬ 
sexuals  are  involved  in  a  sexual 
liberation  consciousness,  that  gays 
might  be  making  sexual  choices 
that  are  not  congruent  with 
straight  manhood. 

Feeling  arousal  is  an  emotional 
need.  Experiencing  it  as  deeply  as 
possible  enlightens  us,  however 
painfully,  to  our  fears  of  homo¬ 
eroticism.  Holding  and  using  the 
feelings  we  experience  in  gay 
desire,  sex  and  orgasm  furthers 
the  discovery  of  our  inner  erotic 
vibrance.  When  I  challenge  the 
masculine  inability  to  feel  through 
my  sexuality,  I  am  taking  my 
homosexual  erotic  self  more  seri¬ 
ously  than  ever. 

Finding  those  sources  of  sensual 
power  within  myself  has  always 
been  difficult.  It  means  loving  my¬ 
self  as  a  fag  and  as  a  man,  which 
are  two  things  that  seemed,  for  so 
long,  to  be  diametrically  opposed 
to  one  another.  Many  dimensions 
of  erotic  feeling  are  nullified  by 
the  ways  men  externalize,  loathe, 
and  devalue  them.  The  traditional 
ways  wen  objectify  others,  trans¬ 
forming  feelings  of  love  or  passion 
to  infatuation  with  acquiring 
sexual  property,  cuts  into  how 
much  we  gaymen  can  really  feel 
our  deepest  passions.  When  the 
homoeiotic  energy  which  lives  in 
me  and  the  faggots  whose  lives  I 
share,  takes  power,  1  can  open  up 
and  let  go  of  my  fears  of  desiring 
and  loving  myself  and  other  men 
like  me. 

Building  Emotional 
and  Sexual  Support 

My  anxieties  about  alienation 
have  been  heightened,  in  different 
ways,  by  the  gay  movement’s  pro¬ 
mise  for  sexual  liberation  and  a 
free  society.  Our  upfront  sexuality 
keeps  me  spinning  emotionally. 

The  sexual  competition  system 
is  alienating.  It  perpetuates  (gay) 
men’s  stronghold  in  the  patri¬ 
archal  order  of  desirability.  The 
tension  which  I  feel  in  sexual  situ¬ 
ations  comes  from  feeling  inade¬ 
quate:  not  man  enough,  not  fag 
enough.  The  tensions  of  gay  at¬ 
traction  and  psychological  fore¬ 
play  for  men  come  out  of  yearn¬ 
ings  for  social/sexual  conquest. 
Gaymen  inherit  the  male  patterns 
of  being  alienated  from  the  erotic, 
isolated  from  feeling  pleasure.  1 
feel  how  difficult  it  is  to  share 
erotic,  joyful  experiences  and 
mutually  respect  another  man’s 
personal  life  and  beliefs.  Real 
sharing  requires  abandoning  the 
heterosexist  ideas  of  making 
someone  into  an  object,  an 
enemy,  or  invisible. 

More  than  ever,  1  want  a  de¬ 
pendable  community  of  faggots.  I 
crave  all  kinds  of  supportive  ex¬ 
periences  in  order  to  find  my  per¬ 
sonal  sense  of  freedom,  open  up 
to  my  sexual  rhythms  and  cycles, 
become  confident  as  a  fag. 

A  political  group  to  which  1 
have  been  committed  for  a  while 
has  been  breaking  down  into 
separate  womyn’s  and  men’s 
groups  to  talk  about  issues  and 
experiences  with  love  and  sex. 
When  we  first  did  this,  the  old 
patterns  of  mistrust  and  distanc¬ 
ing  among  the  men  occurred  auto¬ 
matically.  Within  the  group,  the 
levels  of  socioeconomic  privelege 
vary  greatly.  The  tensions,  at  first, 
were  not  discussed.  I  felt  extreme¬ 
ly  resentful  toward  many  of  the 
men  whom  I  felt  had  more  privi¬ 
lege  than  me.  When  I  threw  out 
my  anger  about  other  men’s  pri¬ 
vilege  and  how  1  felt  it  was  con- 
Continued  on  next  page 


Odyssey  of  o  Unicorn _ 

CBS  Attacks  Gays 


By  Nancy  Walker 

In  an  attempt  to  remind  our 
readers  of  the  abominations  per¬ 
petrated  against  us  as  a  cultural 
minority,  loathed  for  its  differ¬ 
ence  from  the  greater  population, 

I  feel  I  must  add  to  the  general 
outcry  against  the  Columbia 
Broadcasting  System’s  disgraceful 
program  that  pretended  to  deal  in 
a  truthful,  factual  fashion  with 
certain  aspects  of  gay  life. 

On  Saturday,  April  26,  1980,  I 
was  attending  a  pot  luck  supper 
fundraiser  for  the  Daughters  of 
Bilitis  (DOB).  It  was  a  wonderful 
evening  full  of  food  and  females 
and  fun  .  .  .  until  I  made  the 
mistake  (my  editor  told  me  not  to 
do  this)  of  putting  on  the  televisi¬ 
on  set  at  10  pm  to  watch  CBS’  per¬ 
fectly  horrid  little  broadcast  of 
“Gay  Power,  Gay  Politics.”  If 
that  doesn’t  result  in  some  kind  of 
serious  backlash,  I’ll  be  greatly 
surprised. 

Sensationalism  at  its  yellow 
journalistic  best  (worst?)  came 
galloping  at  us  across  the  color 
tube.  First  of  all,  women  were  not 
represented.  I  guess  we  would 
bore  the  hate  mongers  with  our 
general  sanity  and  quiet  lifestyles. 
Only  particularly  blatant,  militant 
and  “kinky”  faggots  could  tempt 
CBS’  cameras  for  that  wretched 
show.  Surely,  even  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  there  are  reasonable,  ration¬ 
al,  non-vicious  gay  males.  But 
CBS  chose  not  to  let  its  audience 
know  about  them.  In  fact,  unless 
the  audience  had  some  prior 
knowledge  to  balance  the  effects 
of  the  program,  what  the  audience 
perforce  came  away  with  was  a 
prolonged  case  of  the  jitters. 

Were  these  screaming  monsters 
shown  on  the  screen  really  taking 
over  the  reins  in  San  Francisco 
politics,  and  if  now  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  tomorrow  the  world???  The 
question  was  certainly  put  in  a 
way  similar  to  that.  “Gays  have 
power,  the  question  is:  What  are 
they  going  to  do  with  it?”  By  the 
way  they  exhibited  gays,  they  - 
answered  their  own  question  — 
Gays  are  going  to  use  that  power 
to  do  as  much  damage  to  the 
American  moral  tradition  as 
possible.  That  came  across  loud, 
clear  and  unmistakable. 

The  beginning  of  the  program 
was  not  so  horrifying.  It  showed  a 
Hollywood-type  party.  Rich 
attractive  men,  all  pretty  well- 
dressed  in  “traditional”  Ameri¬ 
can  male  formal  attire.  The  voice¬ 
over  told  us  this  one  was  a  lawyer, 

Isolation 

Continued  from  Page  14 
nected  to  the  clone  system,  from 
which  1  feel  very  rejected,  the 
meeting  turned  into  chaos.  A  lot 
of  people  became  defensive  be¬ 
cause  they  felt  attacked.  1,  and  I 
believe  a  few  others,  were  very 
angry  that,  again,  the  necessity  of 
dealing  with  male  privilege  was 
being  swept  under  the  rug.  But  I 
was  also  trying  to  deal  with  how  I 
myself  was  being  unnecessarily  ar¬ 
rogant,  irresponsible  and  alienat¬ 
ing  myself  from  the  other  men  to 
keep  my  cool,  my  control  over 
them. 

Since  then,  I  have  been  dealing 
with  my  anger  more  wholly.  All  of 
us  are  taking  more  responsibility 
for  the  defenses  we  have  used  to 
alienate  each  other  and  for  the 
privilege  differences  that  exist 
among  us.  We  still  had  many 
heavy  sessions  after  that  where  1 
felt  each  man  made  himself  vul¬ 
nerable.  We  began  to  talk  about 
the  fear  of  being  open  and  inti¬ 
mate  with  other  gaymen,  the 
terror  of  acknowledging  care.  We 
also  talked  about  what  types  of 


that  one  a  screen  writer,  etc.  And 
then  the  camera  zoomed  in  on  an 
affectionate  peck  on  the  cheek 
here,  a  nibble  on  the  neck  there. 
Nothing  too  spectacular,  nothing 
too  outrageous.  But  that  was  only 
the  beginning. 

The  riots  following  Harvey 
Milk’s  murder  were  played  up. 
The  gay  males  in  the  film  began  to 
look  menacing.  They  were  really 
reacting  in  rage  to  the  outrageous 
murder.  I  can  see  that  the  riots,  in 
which  a  few  were  injured,  but  no 
one  killed,  were  the  very  natural 
reaction  to  the  travesty  of  justice 
that  was  the  light,  ridiculously 
light,  sentence  Milk’s 
murderer  received.  The  message 
then,  was  clear:  “It’s  ok  to 
murder  faggots.”  The  faggots 
didn’t  think  so,  and  that  seemed 
quite  all  right  with  me. 

The  picture  got  uglier  and  ugli¬ 
er.  San  Francisco  gays  were  made 
to  seem  as  if  they  wanted  nothing 
but  the  absolute  right  to  have  sex 
when,  where  and  how  they 
pleased,  no  matter  how  public  the 
place.  The  program  stated  that 
when  Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein 
(having  taken  over  when  Mayor 
Moscone  was  killed  along  with 
Harvey  Milk),  made  some  nega¬ 
tive  comment  about  the  morals 
of  the  gay  community,  the  gays 
grabbed  that  comment  as  an  ex¬ 
cuse  to  crucify  the  poor  woman, 
who  was  made  to  appear  ridicu¬ 
lous  (by  CBS)  in  her  bid  for  re- 
election.  She  had  to  make  public 
and  obviously  uncomfortable  con¬ 
cessions  to  the  politically  “power¬ 
ful”  gay  community  in  order  to 
win  their  all  important  deciding 
votes  in  a  runoff  election,  held 
because  a  gay  third  party  candi¬ 
date  had  gotten  enough  votes  to 
force  Feinstein  and  Quentin 
Kopp,  her  major  opponent,  into  a 
virtual  tie. 

The  program  mired  itself  deeper 
in  journalistic  muck  as  the  hour 
progressed.  We,  the  audience, 
were  treated  to  an  intimate  look  at 
all  the  paraphernalia  of  S  and  M 
activity.  They  even  interviewed  a 
man  who  claimed  to  be  an  “S  and 
M  consultant.”  He  said  that  he 
gave  advice  to  the  police  and  the 
coroner’s  office  because  they  were 
bothered  by  “apparently  homo¬ 
sexual  related”  deaths. 

We  had  our  noses  rubbed  in  the 
Beaux  Arts  Ball  and  Halloween, 
two  marvelously  spectacular 
nightmare  drag  affairs,  bizarre 
and  outrageous  in  the  extreme. 
And  never  was  the  heat  left  off  the 

power  we  wield  to  stay  protected 
and  isolated  from  one  another. 
The  men  are  probing  questions  on 
self-image,  relationships,  back¬ 
ground  and  on  eroticism,  sexual 
encounter,  dynamic  and  energy. 

How  can  each  gayman’s  indi¬ 
vidual  struggle  be  supported? 
How  can  we,  in  a  movement,  con¬ 
nect  each  fag’s  personal  process  to 
a  sexual  liberation  that  is.  larger 
than  self? 

Our  Culture  and  Liberation 

The  roots  of  our  isolation  are 
the  hetsexist  society’s  denial  of 
homoerotic  expression.  When 
each  of  us  comes  out,  we  enter  gay 
culture,  which  allows  for  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  long-repressed  sexual 
impulses  and  desires.  However, 
our  culture  is  exploited  by  com¬ 
mercialization.  Gaymen  are  led  to 
believe  that  individualistic,  iso¬ 
lated  expression  of  sexuality  and 
male  ego  mean  liberation. 

The  institutions  which  have 
provided  the  support  for  our 
homoeroticism  are  capitalistic: 
bars,  baths,  cinemas,  commercial 
publications,  pornography,  gay 
resort  meccas.  As  people  flock  to 
these  institutions  to  express  their 
sexuality,  they  are  also  confronted 


overwhelming  message  —  Gays 
are  organized,  militant  and  dan¬ 
gerous,  and  WORST  OF  ALL, 
they  do  not  adhere  to  traditional 
American  mores. 

Now,  you  and  I,  brothers  and 
sisters,  may  be  liberated  or 
humane  or  foolish  (take  your 
pick)  enough  not  to  be  too  both¬ 
ered  by  any  of  the  things  we  saw 
on  that  show,  not  bothered,  that 
is,  in  a  personal  sense.  We  can 
adopt  the  attitude  of  “live  and  let 
live,”  no  matter  how  far  outside 
our  own  particular  lives  others’ 
behavior  patterns  may  be. 

I  do  not  really  care  what  people 
do  to  amuse  themselves  in  bed  or 
wherever  they  may  choose  to 
have  sexual  extravaganzas.  I  don’t 
really  care  how  many  contacts  any 
individual  has,  at  one  time  or 
in  seriatim.  But  I  am  not  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Middle  America,  nor  all  the 
ships  at  sea. 

I  was  not  brought  up  in  some 
small  town  in  the  Midwest.  I  did 
not  center  my  life  around  the  acti¬ 
vities  of  the  church.  I  was  lucky 
enough  to  have  been  born  in  a 
liberal  place  to  parents  who  were 
too  lazy  to  be  religious,  though 
they  were  devoutly  conventional.  I 
rather  suspect  that  the  audience 
reached  by  the  show  was  largely 
Christian,  largely  unthinking, 
largely  traditional  and,  I  am  will¬ 
ing  to  bet,  almost  totally  sex¬ 
negative,  as  our  Western  culture 
happens  to  be. 

The  horror  conjured  up  in 
mini-minds  by  the  mere 

thought  of  one  man  having  as 
many  as  500  sexual  contacts,  is 
unimaginable  to  us.  The  fact  that 
that  horror  is  compounded  of 
98%  envy  (unrecognized  by  the 
horror-ridden  one)  and  2%  pure 
stupidity,  is  not  even  taken  into 
account.  The  mass  of  Americans 
is  really  very  ill-informed  when  it 
comes  to  sex. 

I  am  reminded  of  a  brilliant 
young  scholar  whom  I  met  in 
Toronto.  He  was  doggedly 
straight,  and-  boasted  to  me  of 
having  slept  with  more  than  1000 
women.  So  what?  Big  deal.  How 
many  of  the  horrified  male  view¬ 
ers  of  that  show  would  have  liked 
to  achieve  the  same  track 
record???  As  for  the  women,  they 
were  probably  less  horrified,  as 
women  tend  to  be,  and  more 
bored  with  the  whole  gay  male 
trip,  as  women  tend  also  to  be. 

One  can’t  help  wondering  what 
exactly  CBS  hoped  to  gain  from 
making  such  a  grotesquely  distort- 

with  becoming  a  marketable  com¬ 
modity.  What  can  our  movement 
provide  that  will  enable  us  to  ex¬ 
press  our  personal  sexual  and  col¬ 
lective  power  in  ways  that  are  not 
dependent  upon  hetsexist  and  cap¬ 
italistic  institutions  and  modes  of 
behavior?  Making  a  commitment 
to  building  a  culture  and  a  com¬ 
munity  network  centered  upon 
meeting  our  emotional  needs  will 
be  a  sound,  far-reaching  base  for 
a  movement.  Political,  erotic 
faggotry  is  our  center.  It  has  the 
potential  to  defy  capitalistic, 
patriarchal  constraints  on  sexual 
fulfillment. 

The  institutionalization  of  our 
culture  has  fed  our  alienation  and 
reinforced  our  silences  and  shame 
about  our  private  struggles  and 
needs.  The  homopatriarchy  has 
done  nothing  but  reinforce  our 
queer  shame.  The  pressures  to  as¬ 
similate  into  mainstream  is  a 
direct  threat  to  gay  culture. 

The  alternatives  that  our  move¬ 
ment  must  develop  need  a  deep 
homoerotic  vibration  so  gaymen 
will  be  attracted  to  them  instead 
of  to  the  crumbs  the  patriarchy 
offers  us.  Our  alternative  events 
and  spaces  for  gathering  — 


ed  show.  I  hesitate  to  suggest  that 
the  whole  thing  was  planned  and 
paid  for  by  Anita  Bryant  and  her 
mass  of  murderous  so-called 
Christians,  but  it  is  an  interesting 
idea.  It  would  explain  the  other¬ 
wise  apparently  gratuitous  kick  in 
the  teeth  given  to  American  gays 
by  the  Columbia  Broadcasting 
System. 

Certainly  this  kind  of  trash 
can’t  be  construed  as  a  public  ser¬ 
vice.  What  service  does  it  per¬ 
form?  It  reveals  nothing  of  essen¬ 
tial  truth,  and  it  fosters  misunder¬ 
standing,  lack  of  communication 
and  hatred  among  members  of 
our  society  who  are  already  pretty 
ill  at  ease  with  one  another.  We 
don’t  need  more  programming 
that  is  divisive,  one-sided,  bigotry 
supporting.  We  have  enough 
ignorance-based  prejudice  now, 
keeping  us  out  of  jobs,  housing, 
the  military,  you  name  it.  And  we 
have  enough  female  invisibility, 
lesbians  losing  custody  suits,  and 
so  forth,  for  us  to  need  some  real¬ 
ly  worthwhile,  in-depth,  compas¬ 
sionate  and  non-sensational  pro¬ 
gramming.  The  public,  all  the 
public,  would  be  far  better  served 
by  programs  of  a  genuinely  educa¬ 
tive  type,  than  by  the  kind  of  sen¬ 
sational,  loaded,  repulsive, 
“reporting”  CBS  offered  in  “Gay 
Power,  Gay  Politics.”  In  his  news 
analysis,  “CBS  News  Report 
Blasted  in  S.F.”  (GCN,  Vol.  7, 
No  .  41),  John  Kyper  says,  .  . 
most  of  the  footage  of  sado¬ 
masochism  (S&M)  was  shot  in  the 
Chateau,  a  place  used  primarily 
by  heterosexual  couples.”  The 
program  mentioned  threats  by 
gays  against  Charles  McCabe,  a . 
columnist  for  the  conservative 
Chronicle.  What  the  program 
didn’t  bother  to  explain  was  that, 
according  to  Kyper’s  article,  the 
“threat”  was  of  a  gay  boycott  of 
the  paper. 

Perhaps  most  reprehensible  of 
all  was  that  “footage  of  a  little 
girl,  seemingly  upset,  was  intercut 
in  the  film  with  footage  depicting 
drag  queens  on  Castro  Street, 
making  it  appear  that  the  girl  was 
reacting  to  the  queens;  but, 
according  to  activist  Gwen  Craig, 
the  girl  was  actually  filmed  while 
watching  a  gay  man  being 
attacked  by  a  gang  of  youths.” 

If  those  statements  are  true,  we 
may  indeed  become  an  endan¬ 
gered  species,  the  prey  of  witless 
animals  who  enjoy  tormenting 
faggots  on  the  streets  or  in  the 
parks.  But  maybe  all  that  our  ene- 

sharing  dance,  music,  eating, 
drinking,  poetry,  literature, 
politics,  art,  neighborhood  re¬ 
sources  and  sex  —  should  activate 
the  depths  of  gaymen’s  erotic 
powers.  By  courageously  reaching 
out,  acknowledging  that  we  are 
not  alone  in  struggle,  we  can 
support  our  brothers. 

Hopefully,  gaymen’s  lives  can 
be  fueled  with  a  commitment  to 
change  for  more  than  the  indi¬ 
vidual.  Feeling  change  is  erotic  in 
itself.  Inside  this  awareness, 
especially  for  a  homosexual,  is 
where  the  political,  sensual  and 
instinctual  meet.  What  I  feel  up 
against  is  that,  the  way  gaymale 
eroticism  is  currently  constructed, 
power  and  privilege,  not  change, 
are  eroticized. 

Erotic  Political  Future 

The  more  I  feel  my  passion  and 
am  -vulnerable  to  my  long-feared 
desires  to  love  and  be  sexual  with 
gaymen,  the  more  I  sense  what 
our  power  is.  The  more  I  see  our 
commonality,  the  closer  I  am  to 
my  own  inner  homosexual  reality. 

I  am  more  convinced  about  gay 
vision  and  believe  in  magic.  Gay 
men  must  develop  mutual  loving, 
a  collective  power  and  a  sexual 


mies  want  is  to  drive  us  back  into 
our  separate,  isolated  closets, 
thereby  dividing  us  and  weakening 
our  potential  for  political  clout. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  CBS 
program  was  neither  an  accident, 
nor  destined  to  be  the  only  show 
of  its  kind  —  unless  we  do  some¬ 
thing  to  prevent  its  becoming  part 
of  a  larger  pattern,  a  new  wave  of 
particularly  virulent  oppression. 
The  media,  my  friends,  are  power¬ 
ful,  not  gays.  Whatever  is  seen  on 
the  idiot  tube  is  taken  to  be  the 
gospel  by  the  mass  of  Americans 
who  neither  think  for  themselves, 
nor  mind  the  breezes  in  their 
empty  skulls.  It  is  an  unfortunate 
herald  of  evils  to  come  that  I  sense 
in  this  CBS  bit  of  vitriol. 

What  happened  on  CBS  on 
April  26  bore  a  chilling  resem¬ 
blance  to  the  kind  of  cinematic 
propaganda  produced  about  Jews 
by  the  Nazis  in  Germany  just 
before  they  attempted  genocide 
during  the  second  World  War.  1 
saw  one  of  those  films  in  New 
York  City  in  the  1950s  and  1  could 
barely  bring  myself  to  look  at 
many  of  the  scenes.  The  Nazis  had 
shot  footage  of  European  Jews 
going  about  their  daily  lives.  They 
showed  aspects  of  Jewish  life  that 
were  the  least  similar  to  the 
customs  of  the  non-Jewish 
Germans.  To  those  Germans,  the 
Jetos  were  strange  looking  and 
they  spoke  a  different  language. 
They  worshipped  differently,  and 
part  of  their  religious  activity 
included  ritual  slaughter,  the 
kosher  method  of  preparing 
animals  for  human  consumption. 

I  am  a  Jew,  and  /  was  put  off  by 
the  film.  I  found  it  very  easy  to 
imagine  just  how  (he  Germans 
reacted,  how  that  film  and  others 
like  it  must  have  gone  very  far 
towards  making  it  possible  for 
some  Germans  to  slaughter  Jews 
with  spiritual  impunity,  caring  no 
more  fortheir  feelings  of  pain  and 
terror  than  the  Jews  seemed  to 
care  about  the  animals  they  used 
for  food. 

1  tell  you,  this  CBS  business  is  a 
serious  menace  to  our  very  exist¬ 
ence.  And  the  time  to  put  a  very 
definite  stop  to  such  nefarious 
proceedings  is  NOW  and 
ALWAYS.  The  price  of  our 
freedom  is  certainly  going  to  be 
eternal  vigilance.  We  must  inun¬ 
date  CBS  and  its  local  affiliates 
with  angry,  yet  not  abusive,  mail. 
We  should  protest  to  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission,  as 
Continued  on  Page  17 

freedom  that  lasts,  that  can  be 
carried  and  used  politically. 

Our  strength  is  in  our  self¬ 
definition  of  gayness,  of  what 
male-to-male  sexual  love  is.  Erotic 
pleasure  has  been  the  root  of  self- 
affirmation.  We  must  separate 
from  hetmale  identity  and  defini¬ 
tions  of  what  is  sexual  and  erotic. 
Also,  what  are  our  commitments 
to  gaymen  of  color  and  to 
lesbians?  What  must  we  challenge 
within  ourselves,  and  the  types  of 
communities  we  want,  to  create  a 
real  sexual  liberation  movement? 

It  is  important  that  we  no 
longer  disguise  our  anger,  pain, 
confusion  and  isolation.  As  an 
artist,  writer  and  activist,  1  hope 
to  be  able  to  always  unmask  my 
feelings  and  personal  struggle  to 
share  the  experiences  driving  my 
political  convictions.  As  gaymen 
in  the  culture  and  movement  take 
responsibility  for  our  feelings  and 
the  masculine  constraints  upon 
them,  which  we  experience,  our 
gay  expression  is  at  its  most 
honest  and  powerful. 

/  wish  to  thank  Audre  Lorde 
and  her  essay  “Uses  of  the  Erotic: 
The  Erotic  as  Power”  for  inspir¬ 
ation. 
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Shrinks  Convene  in  SF 


By  Lawrence  Mass 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The 
“powers  that  be”  in  American 
psychiatry  repeatedly  flashed  the 
same  direction  signal  at  the 
American  Psychiatric  Association 
convention  last  week:  No  Right 
Turn.  There  can  be  no  turning  of 
backs  on  social  psychiatry,  no  re¬ 
treat  to  what  immediate  past 
president  of  the  APA,  Dr.  Alan 
Stone,  has  described  elsewhere  as 
“a  growing  current  of  conserva¬ 
tism”  among  the  rank  and  file. 
These  were  the  broad  themes  of 
Stone’s  presidential  address  at  the 
opening  convocational  ceremony. 

Considering  the  current  sensi¬ 
tivity,  even  frank  unpopularity  of 
minority  issues.  Stone’s  remarks 
struck  a  number  of  observers  as 
exceptionally  bold.  Not  only  did 
he  speak  generally  of  the  moral 
context  of  psychiatric  responsibil¬ 
ities,  he  specifically  and  at  some 
length  discussed  racism  and  preju¬ 
dice  against  homosexuals  and 
against  women  among  psychia¬ 
trists.  Stone  is  professor  of  law 
and  psychiatry  at  Harvard.  His 
address  will  be  published  in  the 
American  Journal  of  Psychiatry. 

Immediately  following  the  con¬ 
vocation,  the  APA  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees  held  an  “extraordinary  ses¬ 
sion”  to  reconsider  the  associa¬ 
tion’s  decision  to  hold  the  coming 
year’s  convention  in  New  Orleans, 
in  Louisiana,  a  state  which  has  not 
ratified  the  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment.  This  had  been  an  embar¬ 
rassing  episode  for  psychiatry. 
“On  the  pretense  that  the  APA 
should  avoid  involvement  in  any 
political  issue,”  APA  members 
had  earlier  voted  against  the  boy¬ 
cott.  As  APA  Gay  Caucus  presi¬ 
dent-elect  Dr.  James  Krajeski  ob¬ 
served  in  a  letter  to  Psychiatric 
News,  “Any  vote  (or  no  vote)  on 
the  ERA  is  a  political  statement.” 
Fortunately,  word  was  out.  In  a 
dramatic  gesture,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  voted  unanimously  to  re¬ 
verse  the  membership  decision 
and  join  the  boycott. 

Other  convention  events  rein¬ 
forced  the  impression  that  official 
psychiatry  is  prepared  to  back  its 
words  with  action.  As  far  as  I 
could  tell,  there  was  only  one 
major  homophobic  presentation 
among  the  scheduled  programs. 
Orthodox  psychoanalyst  Dr.  Otto 
Kernberg,  who  has  done  much 
touted  work  defining  the  “border¬ 
line”  and  “narcissistic”  personal¬ 
ity  disorders,  gave  the  “special” 
Simon  Bolivar  lecture:  “Value 


Systems  and  Sexual  Morality.” 
(The  scheduled  speaker  for  this 
endowed  lecture  in  1978,  inci¬ 
dentally,  was  Rosalynn  Carter, 
honorary  chairperson  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  National  Commission  on 
Mental  Health.)  Kernberg  stressed 
monogamous  heterosexuality  as 
the  ideal  “moral”  sexual  pattern. 

Otherwise,  a  large  number  of 
programs  suggested  that  psychia¬ 
try  wants  to  look  more  objectively 
at  the  struggles  of  emerging  value 
systems.  Dr.  Thomas  Szasz,  out¬ 
spoken  critic  of  American  psychi¬ 
atry,  author  of  17  books  on  ethi¬ 
cal  issues  in  psychiatry  (including 
the  soon  to  be  published  Sex  By 
Prescription)  delivered  a  searing 
indictment  of  his  colleagues’  par¬ 
ticipation  in  what  he  called  one  of 
the  most  ludicrously  homophobic 
events  of  all  time,  the  Dan  White 
trial.  Szasz  said  that  “American 
psychiatry  was  Dan  White’s  ac¬ 
complice  in  murder.” 

As  prepared  by  the  Gay  Caucus 
of  Members  of  the  APA,  an  array 
of  lectures,  panels  and  symposia 
were  consistently  sophisticated 
and  contemporary.  There  was 
even  a  special  “Homosexuality” 
booth  at  the  convention  exhibi¬ 
tion.  Its  theme  was  “Homosexual¬ 
ity:  A  Decade  of  Research.”  Vir¬ 
tually  none  of  this  research,  in¬ 
cidentally,  had  emanated  from 
psychiatry. 

Among  the  four  evening  panels, 
“DSM-III:  Where  Do  We  Go 
From  Here?”  included  prominent 
authorities  —  gender  identity  ex¬ 
pert  Dr.  Richard  Green  among 
them  —  who  want  even  the  new 
classification,  “ego-dystonic 
homosexuality”  (describing  as 
mentally  disordered  only  those 
who  are  unhappy  with  and  want 
to  change  their  sexual  orienta¬ 
tions),  removed  from  future  man¬ 
uals. 

Another  panel,  “Fear  of 
Homosexuality,”  was  chaired  by 
Caucus  and  Bay  Area  Physicians 
for  Human  Rights  (BAPHR) 
president  Dr.  David  Kessler. 
Kessler  dramatically  characterized 
homophobia,  rather  than  homo¬ 
sexuality,  as  a  serious  mental  dis¬ 
order  in  urgent  need  of  clinical  in¬ 
vestigation,  and  of  “cure.” 
Kessler  had  recovered  from  in¬ 
juries  (requiring  hospitalization) 
sustained  in  the  aftermath  of  the 
Dan  White  verdict.  Kessler  had 
earlier  joined  former  APA 
president  Dr.  Judd  Marmor 
(author  of  many  books,  including 
the  just  published,  Homosexual 


Behavior:  A  Modern  Reappraisal) 
and  Betty  Berzon  ( Positively  Gay) 
in  a  special  panel  on  “The  Myth 
of  Homosexuality  as  Mental  Ill¬ 
ness,”  the  title  of  the  concluding 
chapter  in  Marmor’s  new  book. 

A  highlight  of  these  events  was 
Dr.  Damien  Martin’s  capsule 
summary  of  his  book-in-progress, 
The  Rhetoric  of  Homophobia. 
Martin  comparatively  analyzes  the 
language  of  prejudice.  His  work 
could  be  as  important  as  any 
currently  underway  within  the 
sciences. 

A  major  clinical  presentation, 
“Current  Psychiatric  Attitudes 
Toward  Homosexuality”  was 
given  by  Dr.  Charles  Hitchcock. 
Between  1970  and  1980,  he  had  in¬ 
terviewed  84  male  and  nine  female 
psychiatrists  in  the  Manhattan 
area.  Among  his  findings:  “51i% 
of  the  psychiatrists  stated  that 
homosexuality  was  not 
pathological.  49%  said  it  was 
pathological.”  “Homosexual 
patients  whose  goal  in  therapy  was 
to  become  heterosexual  tended  to 
seek  out  ‘disease-oriented’ 
psychiatrists.” 

Finally,  “The  results  of  the 
sampling  indicate  that  psychia¬ 
trists  are  not,  on  the  whole, 
familiar  with  the  current  litera¬ 
ture.  Nor  did  they  discuss  it  much 
with  their  colleagues.  It  would 
appear  that  many  psychiatrists 
have  vague,  incomplete  and  con¬ 
fused  ideas  about 

homosexuality.” 

Of  those  interviewed  nine  years 
after  his  initial  sampling,  Hitch¬ 
cock  concluded:  “By  and  large 
these  48  psychiatrists  do  not  read 
psychiatric  literature  about  homo¬ 
sexuality.  When  changes  have 
occurred  in  their  attitudes  and 
perceptions,  it  has  generally  been 
due  to  what  they  have  learned 
from  patients  and  friends.”  What 
does  my  shrink  know  about 
homosexuality?  Clearly,  this  is  a 
question  that  many  of  us  will  now 
be  more  rigorous  in  asking. 

The  forward  direction  of 
psychiatry  on  the  subject  of 
homosexuality  was  given  emphasis 
and  credibility  by  the  Caucus’s 
final  panel:  “Gay  Psychiatrists 
Come  Out.”  Again,  chaired  by 
Kessler,  a  diverse  group  of  gay 
psychiatrists  (male  and  female, 
young  and  old)  gave  moving 
accounts  of  their  individual 
struggles  for  personal  and  pro¬ 
fessional  satisfaction  that  coming 
out  had  meant  for  them. 
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well  as  to  all  the  civil  rights 
organizajtions  that  make  any 
claim  to  being  reasonable  and 
truly  humane  institutions. 

There  is  no  single  factor  in  our 
society  more  powerful  than  tele¬ 
vision.  It  has  done  more  than  all 
the  preaching,  marching,  lecturing 
and  consciousness  raising  sessions 
to  change  the  image  of  both 
women  and  blacks  in  this  country. 
Many  of  you  may  not  be  old 
enough  to  remember  a  time  when 
television  never  depicted  blacks 
or  women  as  professionals.  But  I 
date  back  to  a  time  when  women 
were  always  wives  or  mothers  or 
sexual  objects.  Blacks  were  ser¬ 
vants,  laborers,  criminals. 
Women  were  nurses,  but  never 
doctors. 

Of  course,  today  all  that  is 
changed.  Blacks  and  women  are 
included  in  the  entire  spectrum  of 
positive  possibilities  on  television. 
It  might  be  reasonable  to  reply 
that  television  is  following  the 
trends  of  the  times.  To  some 
extent,  I  believe,  that  is  true.  But 
it  is  also  true  that  television  had  a 
profound  influence  on  the  accept¬ 
ability  of  those  images,  simply 
because  it  constantly  bombards 
the  public  with  them.  If  anything 
is  shown  as  either  acceptable  or 
desirable  on  television,  millions  of 


people  in  middle  America  believe 
it  is  so.  No  matter  what  the  actual 
merits  of  the  case  happen  to  be. 
Unfortunately  for  us,  the  opposite 
is  also  true.  If  anything  is  shown 
as  unacceptable  or  dangerous  on 
television,  that  image  also  is 
accepted  without  examination  by 
the  mass  of  middle  America. 

I  think  you  get  the  point.  This  is 
no  small  matter.  It  is  one  thing  to 
show  mincing  faggots  and 
stompin’  dykes  as  figures  of  fun, 
and  god  knows,  that  is  bad 
enough.  But  to  portray  us  as 
dangerous  to  the  very  fabric  of 
American  life,  and  to  drive  the 
warped  picture  home  with 
explicit,  though  trumped  up, 
“evidence,”  is  quite  another 
story.  The  distortion  then 
becomes  a  conjuror’s  trick  that 
can  turn  us  into  airy  nothing,  by 
virtue  of  extinction. 

You  don’t  believe  me?  Read 
your  history  books.  It  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  others  before.  It  could 
happen  to  us  now.  The  only 
answer  to  CBS  is  to  bombard 
them  with  angry  complaints.  But 
the  larger  question  is  one  with 
which  we  have  to  deal  by,  and 
among,  ourselves. 

Gay  unity  has  always  been 
impossible.  We  pull  in  different 
directions  because  we  have  very 
different  individual  needs  and 
desires,  hopes  and  fears.  The 
answer  to  CBS,  for  many,  I  fear, 


is  to  retreat  into  the  closet,  back  to 
the  closet,  deeper  into  the  closet. 
That  is  just  what  our  enemies 
want.  We,  on  the  other  hand, 
must  find  means  of  bonding 
together  more  strongly  than  ever 
before.  We  have  to  beat  the 
bastards  at  their  own  game.  We 
have  to  get  the  money  to  lobby, 
not  only  in  government  offices, 
but  in  the  offices  of  the  mass 
media.  We  have  to  curry  favor 
and  buy  influence,  enough  to  get 
positive  images  of  ourselves  sold 
through  the  media,  just  the  way 
other  oppressed  groups  have 
managed  to  get  themselves  shown 
on  television.  We  need  a  fair 
shake.  Not  just  “liberated”  talk 
shows,  but  sitcoms  and  dramas 
and  supposed  documentaries  that 
show  us,  maybe  not  exactly  as  we 
are,  with  all  our  faults  full¬ 
blown, but  as  very  acceptable 
people. 

1  am  not  interested  in  getting  all 
of  the  truth  on  exhibition,  because 
some  of  the  truth  is  unpleasant 
and  would  be  found  threatening 
or  disgusting  by  many  viewers.  All 
I  want  to  see  on  television  is 
positive  material  that  will  dispel 
the  ugliness  spread  about  by  “Gay 
Power,  Gay  Politics.” 

As  for  the  deluge  that  may  well 
be  coming  —  we  had  better  learn 
how  to  swim  together,  or  we  will 
surely  sink. 
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Classifieds 


JUST  FRIENDS 


GAY  C.S.  IN  BOSTON  AREA 
This  would  be  a  good  time  to  get 
together  for  mutual  support  and  shar¬ 
ing.  Annual  meeting  is  coming.  Contact 

Vicki  at  GCN  Box  255. _ (44) 

LF  on  So  Shore  would  like  to  play  non¬ 
competitive  tennis  with  other  LFs 
during  the  warm  months,  on  public 
courts.  GCN  Box  258. _ (45) 

MOPED  COUPLES 

Stable,  prof  GWF  couple,  non  drug 
users.  Moped  enthusiasts,  looking  for 
gay  Moped  couples  (GF  or  GM)  So. 
Shore.  Box  838,  Pembroke,  MA  02359. 

(45) 


‘P6f)Sf)nrsrocK 

WAtW)T 


jnunctt  | 


r 

i 


lUOCH  «•] 


J* 


uJint  + 

^k1Lm/l>o*4  (too*  Jrtumj 

<UI  Dft5HiOGTori  sr 

S0lhH«.Vu-k.e.  CWS5. 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILD  FLOWER 

Too  tired  to  think 

Too  hot  to  care 

Committees  stink 

And  nothing's  fair 

But  you.  I  love  you. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Car  keeps  breaking  down  and  gobbling 
money.  Have  to  go  to  NY  to  see  her 
family  this  weekend.  Will  get  In  touch 
about  possible  visit  in  near  future.  Love 
you  much. 

NORTH  SHORE  GAY  CHRISTIANS 
New  Christian  Church  forming  on  the 
North  Shore.  For  info  call  Universal 
Christian  Church  324-8559  for  a 
religious  experience. _ (45) 

HEY  BIG  SHOT  (GF) 

Isn't  it  lonely  reading  this?  Too  proud  to 
answer  an  and?  I’m  a  GWF,  31 ,  down-to- 
earth,  a  little  bit  shy.  You're  smart, 
sober,  honest,  and  you  now  how  to  lead 
when  you're  slow-dancing.  GCN  Box 
264.  (46) 

TANGLEWOOD  WEEKEND 
GWM  sks  masc  GWM  w/car  for  above. 
Have  tickets  &  motel  reservations. 
Write  w/phone  #  &  best  time  to  call  to 
GCN  Box  266. _ (45) 

GBF  seeks  older  mellow,  sincere, 
honest  GF  25-35  to  form  relationship. 
I'm  a  big  woman  and  proud  of  it.  If 
interested  let's  meet. _ (45) 

M,  22,  6'4",  185,  wish  to  write  all 
prisoners  who  ans  this  ad.  Don  Baum¬ 
gartner,  1031  Henn  Ave,  MPLS,  MN 
55403.  Will  ans  all  who  write!  Photo  if 
poss,  will  send  mine  in  return. _ (44) 

Wanted:  Attractive  lesbian  feminist 
who  lives  west  of  Boston  or  has  trans, 
class,  money,  personality,  sensuality, 
intelligence,  for  relationship  or  fun 
affair  with  same.  GCN  Box  269.  (46) 

GWF  40,  honest,  warm,  professional, 
seeks  North  Shore  friend,  30-50,  I  like 
music,  conversation,  beaches,  and 
quietly  butch  women.  Dislike  bars, 
superficial  people  and  personal  ads. 
But  I’ll  take  a  chance  if  you  will.  Box 
344,  Wenham,  MA  01984. _ (46) 

We  are  a  small  group  of  gay  profession¬ 
al  men  who  are  interested  in  organizing 
an  assoc  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
others  like  ourselves.  We  realize  the 
need  for  a  network  of  gay  prof  men  to 
meet  and  relate  to  other  men  who  are 
on  the  same  intellectual  and  social 
level.  There  is  a  very  active  gay  prof 
women's  assoc  that  is  very  successful 
with  these  objectives.  This  gay  men's 
assoc  will  be  a  very  discreet  select 
group.  Please  respond  to  this  box  #  pro¬ 
viding  us  with  a  phone  #  and  address  if 
possible  so  that  we  may  contact  you  in 
regard  to  an  organizational  meeting. 
Discretion  is  most  assured.  GCN  Box 
267. _ (45) 

I  am  interested  in  meeting  young  male 
seeking  real  honest  companionship 
and  real  friendship  with  elderly  man. 
Home  to  share.  Shyness  and  inexperi¬ 
ence  OK.  Write  Mark,  Box  111,  River 
Rouge,  Ml  48218.  Phone  (313)  843-4868. 
No  collect. _ (46) 

I  MAY  TRAVEL  THRU  YOUR  CITY 
I  will  be  touring  the  US  during  July  & 
August  and  would  like  to  meet  people 
willing  to  show  me  around,  provide  info 
and/or  place  to  stay  for  a  day  or  two.  I 
intend  to  see  as  many  places  &  meet  as 
many  people  as  possible.  Anyone  inter¬ 
ested  can  write  to  John  Fazzino,  11 
Huntington  St.,  Hartford,  CT  06105  & 
provide  pertinent  info  about  self  & 
location.  (44) 

LIVE  HOT  GAY  TAPES 
$  4  gets  10  page  catalog  of  original 
uncensored  gay  tapes  —  singles, 
duals,  groups,  SM,  BD,  prison,  spank¬ 
ing,  studs,  Italians,  teenagers,  hustlers, 
bodybuilders,  blacks,  service  guys. 
East  Coast  Tape,  Box  3372,  Prov,  Rl 
02909,  Dept.F- (39) 


Wanted  to  buy:  Used  refrigerator  in 

good  condition.  Call  625-5133. _  (c) 

2  Gentle  GWM  seek  1  GM  to  service  a 
small  household  in  So  NH.  Gentle  per¬ 
son  —  no  S/M.  Room,  board,  plus  fair 
allowance.  Please  send  photo  and  des- 
crlption  to  GCN  Box  252. _ (44) 

FIRST  IN  NEW  ENGLAND 
We  are  forming  a  new  club  dedicated  to 
the  proposition  that  there  are  many  Gay 
and  Bisexual  men  and  women  in  the 
Boston  community  who  are  sick  and 
tired  of  the  hassles  of  the  bar  and  disco 
scene  and  would  like  to  find  an  alterna¬ 
tive  means  of  meeting  other  adult  and 
intelligent  people  in  an  environment 
conducive  to  the  development  of  rela¬ 
tionships.  Our  experience  in  Europe  in 
the  realms  of  bringing  people  together 
through  personal  confidential  inter¬ 
views  has  provided  many  people  with  a 
happy  alternative  to  many  difficult 
situations  in  society.  Beginning  in  mid- 
June  we  will  be  having  private  parties 
strictly  by  invitation  only  for  our 
membership.  We  invite  all  interested 
persons  to  call  us  at  734-6151  and 
arrange  an  appointment  for  an  interview 
to  discuss  your  ideas  and  ours.  The 
direction  of  the  club  will  be  dependent 
on  the  desires  of  the  members. 
Whatever  the  membership  wishes  to  do 
for  activities,  within  reason,  will  be 
considered  and  acted  upon  for  the  good 
of  the  membership  as  a  whole.  Our 
Astrological  and  other  New  Age 
services  are  available  to  the  public, 
with  members  receiving  a  discount  on 
their  readings  or  classes. 

Sincerely,  Zodiac  International 


SERVICES 


LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 

—  ACUPUNCTURE  AND  MASSAGE 
Dealing  with  emotional  and  physical 
stress  and  disharmony  for  wimyn. 
Karen  Black,  Cert.  Acupuncturist.  For 
appointment  call  926-8769. _ (45) 


WOMEN'S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL 

For  *01000,  tfcoir  frioodl,  and  fooiiliot. 

(61 7)  861  -8824  Lexington,  Mom. 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY-BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
gay-bi  married  men  forming,  to  focus  on ' 
related  issues.  Call  days  Francis  Giam- 
brone,  MA.  661-2032.  eves  661-7890. 
_ (40) 

BACK  BAY  LANDSCAPING 
We’re  a  small  company  offering  com¬ 
plete  landscape  and  gardening 
services.  Quality  work,  personal  atten¬ 
tion.  Bob  Toscano.  267-6188. _ (c) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 
Newton  Corner,  Mass,  (otl  the  Pike) 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
has  2  openings.  Grp  meets  Thurs  eves 
to  explore  intimacy  &  relationship 
issues.  Sliding  fee.  Contact  Jim  Fish- 
man,  MSW,  for  more  info.  628-8286.  (41) 
Gay  women  write/meet  with  confident 
tiality  &  support  thru  The  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  &  Services.  Intro  copy  $3  ppd. 
Also  Gay  Women  Group  Travel.  Info: 
Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947. _ (44) 

HOUSE  CLEANED  GAILY 
Reasonable  rates. 

References  on  request. 
_ Call  625-5133. _ (c) 

COUNSELING/PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Individuals/Couples/Groups 
Alan  L.  Storm,  Ph  D. 

Chandler  Street,  South  End 
_ 451-0847 _ (8/3) 

HEALING  MASSAGE 
Deep  thorough  work  w/spine,  organs, , 
muscles  &  energy  centers.  Utilize 
power  within  the  body.  By  gay  man  w/5 
yrs  exp  in  movement  &  body  work.  I’/z 
hr  sessions.  No  sex  involved.  266- 
6103. _ (44) 

HOMOPHILE  ALCOHOL 

TREATMENT  SERVICE 
Sponsors  a  therapy  group  for  recover¬ 
ing  gay  and  lesbian  alcoholics  to 
address  sobriety  supports,  anger  and 
re-socialization.  Group  will  run  for  16 
weeks,  beginning  in  June.  Intake  inter¬ 
view  required.  Call  (617)  426-5208  for 

further  info. _ (45) 

MASSAGE  THERAPY 
Shiatsu  (acupressure),  muscular  work, 
reflexology  (foot  massage).  522-9164. 
Mick  Hazen.  Holistic  healing  approach. 
_ (46) 

CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  for  lesbian  or  gay  par¬ 
ents  in  my  home.  Beacon  Hill  area. 
Available  days,  9-5,  and  some  evenings. 
Sliding  fee.  B.  Cischke,  367-8038.  Best 
tiem  to  call,  early  afternoon. _ (c) 


MOVERS 


Moving  —  Call  Cathy  or  Candy,  782- 
4533.  $1 2/hr.  (44) 


GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Anything,  anywhere  —  all  size  trucks, 
with  dollies,  straps  and  pads  —  fast 
and  efficient.  Very  reliable.  Careful, 
cheerful  and  cheap.  864-0844. _ (cj 


Lesbian  Movers 
4  Years  Experience 
Shana  and  Steph 
436-2583 


(48) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  -  any  day  of  the  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184.  (c) 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

661-2958. (c) 


RESORTS 


APARTMENTS 


SO.  END— WELLINGTON  ST. 

Ideal  location.  Two  1  brapts,  quiet.  One 
needs  paint  and  care.  $300,  heat  inc. 
Other  has  skylights,  mod  bath.  $350, 
htd.Secreq.CII  227-6969. _ (44) 

SOUTH  END 
LUXURY 
APARTMENT 

Can  you  imagine  12-foot  ceilings?  A 
living  room  23x16  feet  with  two 
huge  front  windows  facing  a  wide 
park/street?  A  dining  area  16x14 
feet?  A  bedroom  area  17x16  feet 
with  two  huge  windows  looking  out 
on  a  big  back  yard?  With  a  com¬ 
pletely  new  bathroom?  And  a  com¬ 
pletely  remodeled  kitchen?  Hard¬ 
wood  floors?  A  chandelier?  In  an  all¬ 
gay  owner-occupied  building  in  the 
loveliest  block  in  the  South  End, 
where  there  are  many  other  gay  peo¬ 
ple?  This  will  be  available  June  1st. 

A  great  place?  We  think  so.  Now  we 
want  a  tenant(s)  who  can  afford  the 
$600  per  month  rent,  is  reasonably 
quiet,  settled,  has  excellent  refer¬ 
ences  and  is  compatible  with  the 
other  tenants.  We  are  going  to  be 
selective,  as  we  want  someone  who 
is  going  to  remain  in  the  house  and 
be  happy. 

Write  in  full  detail  to:  Mac,  Box  290, 
118  Mass.  Ave.,  Boston  02115. 

ROOMMATES _ 

Five  women  seeking  sixth  for  lesbian 
household  —  Brighton  83/mo.  We  live 
cooperatively  —  large,  clean  house, 
friendly.  June  1 .  Call  782-4533.  (44) 


Camb-Som  line  nice  2  br  apt  needs  2nd 
resp  F  Parking,  on  T,  big  kitchen, 
w/walk-in  pantry,  basement.  No  pet. 

$143+  util/gas  heat.  623-1374  eves / 
wknds. _ (42) 

Working  nonsmoking  nonseparatist  LF 
seeks  home  in  Camb,  Som'vl,  Alst  or  on 
Red  Line.  I’d  like  to  share  food,  chores, 
some  meals.  I  enjoy  most  music,  quiet, 
ice  cream,  cycling.  Do  some  feminist 
politics.  Call  before  11  pm,  Ruth  at 
641-0472.  Want  to  move  by  July  1.  (44) 

2  les  &  16  yr  old  son  &  10  yr  old 
daughter  Ikg  for  2  men  $  1  woman  to 
live  in  JP  house  beg  July  1.  Semi-veg, 
no  smoke,  no  pets.  Want  a  warm  close 
group.  Shared  food  &  chores.  $160/mo 
Includes  all.  Call  Penny  522-1081.  (44) 

SUMMER  SUBLET 

Lesbian  rmmte  wanted  to  live  w/2 
women,  1  lesbian  &  1  hetero,  in  sunny 
3rd  fl  Camb  apt.  Independent  but  friend¬ 
ly  household.  Drug  and  alcohol-free. 

$1 28/mo.  Starting  6/1  w/possible 
renewal  9/1.  Call  Amanda  or  Carol, 

491-2528  or  Amy  at  426-4469. _ (c) 

One  woman  seeks  4  others  to  re-form 
home  in  JP  starting  June.  Great  house 
90  + .  Call  524-6209  soon.  Are  you  a 
turtle? _ (44) 

Semi-cooperative  countrified  house 
looking  for  3rd  person  to  share  lives 
and  loves.  Semi-vegetarian,  semi¬ 
feminist,  semi-sober,  household. 

$125/mo  Incl  utilities.  427-3829.  (ex) 

Salem  —  lesbian  seeks  same  to  share 
Ig  5  rm  apt  1st  fl.  Parking  avail,  yard, 
near  park  &  ocean.  $156  ea  plus  util. 

Smokers  OK.  1-744-1030. _ (45) 

1  OR  2  WOMEN 

sought  for  spacious  Bri  house.  Parking, 
nr  shops  &  park.  On  bus  line,  15  min  to 
Central  or  Kenmore  Sq.  No  smoking  or 
pets.  Now  to  Sept  1.  Call  Maida 
426-4469  days,  783-0933  nights. _ (c) 

GWF  27  prof  sks  discreet  GF  to  share  2 
bdrm  apt  in  Milton  or  Quincy  area  for 
Sept  1.  Clean  honest  enjoys  life,  inde¬ 
pendent  and  dependable.  GCN  Box  268. 

_ ; _ (45) 

GM  student  wants  to  share  small  cheap 
apt  w/one,  two  others  (M  or  F),  near  T. 

Begin  Aug-Sept.  Paul,  266-4510. _ (45) 

3rd  needed  for  3  bdrm  Newbury  St  apt. 

$200/mo,  Gary/Doug  267-5390. _ (44) 

ROOMMATES 

Professional  GWM  31  seeks  sim  M  to 
share  spacious  2  bdrm  apt  Burlington  FOR  SALE 

nr  128,  swim  pool,  tennis,  avail  Jul  1,  - 

$175/mo  +  utils.  Write  Ken,  Box  263. 

■ _ (49) 

2  LF  in  wonderful  8  rm  hse  in  Dor  look¬ 
ing  for  2  more.  Nr  T;  garden;  sharing  & 
sep  space.  No  cigs.  Prefer  late 
20s-older.  Call  282-9388. _ (46) 


2  GF  30+  semi-veg  sk  1  or  2  GF  to 
share  Ig  antique  house  w/frpls  in  Win¬ 
chester  close  to  T,  12  min  to  Bos.  No 
cigs.  536-4700, 10-5,  Linda. _ (48) 

JP  coll,  wants  3  people  for  July/Aug 
only.  $1 10/mo.  No  smoking,  no  pets. 
Call  Penny  522-1081  or  522-1209.  (44) 

Quiet  prof  GWM  seeks  responsible  GM 
roommate  to  share  large  5  rm  well-furn 
apt  next  to  Jamaica  Pond,  close  to  T. 
Call  Bob  522-3148. _ (45) 

GWM  38  unorthodox  conserv  liberal 
Iking  fr  GM  28-36  to  find  apt  in  Bost 
must  be  resp  no  drugs  to  $50/wk  Box 
501, 310  Franklin  Bost  02110.  (44) 


PROVINCETOWN 

Fully-equipped  2  bedroom  condo  with 
water  view.  Sleeps  4,  no  pets.  Walk  to 
beach.  1  mile  from  downtown.  For  rent 
by  week  or  month.  Call  (617)  344-4729 
during  week  or  (617)  487-31 17  weekends 
for  information. _ (44) 

P’TOWN'S  WATERSHIP  INN 
Centrally  located,  comfortable  and 
uniquely  charming,  offering  free  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast.  7  Winthrop  St., 
Provincetown,  MA  (617)  487-0094. _ (8/7)) 

ROSE  &  CROWN  GUEST  HOUSE 
Comfort  and  Elegance 
At  the  heart  of  the  action 
158  Commercial  St  (617)  487-3332 
_ Provincetown,  M  A  02657.  (44) 

SPRINGTIME  IN  VERMONT 
Head  for  the  hills!  Relax  and  enjoy  the 
splendor  of  the  countryside  at  the 
Inwood  Manor,  E.  Barnet,  VT.  Info/res 
call  Ron  or  Pete  (802)  633-4047.  (44) 

Clean,  comfortable,  inexpensive. 
Convenient  to  all,  friendly. 

CARL'S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650,  March  thru  November. 

GABRIEL  APTS.  FOR  WOMEN 
Rooms  and  efficiencies  by  the  night  or 
week.  Continental  breakfast.  Gathering 
room.  Hot  tub.  Sun  deck.  In  the  center 
of  town.  Reasonably  priced.  104 
Bradford  St.  Provincetown,  MA  02657. 
(617)  487-3232. _ (8,8) 

Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  The  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
_  (617)487-1197. 


MOUNT  IT 

Take  those  tacks  out  of  the  corners. 
Bring  us  your  photo,  print,  poster, 
&  we'll  dry-mount  on  foam-cor,  while 
you  wait.  A  more  finished  product  for 
your  wall.  Artworks  East,  62  Charles  St., 
Boston,  523-7181.  Call  us! (8-3) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50 
cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $5.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per 
line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 
are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included  in 
a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for¬ 
warded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded 
at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail 
forwarded  for  a  3  month  period,  a  $6.00  charge  will  be 
made  for  the  additional  time. 

Display  classifieds  (boxed  ads)  $10.00  per  column  inch. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


ACCOMMODATIONS  FOR  SALE 

JOBS  OFFERED  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


JUST  FRIENDS 
PERSONALS 
REAL  ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 
APARTMENTS 

Headlines _ 


LOST  4  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 

RESORTS 

SERVICES 

at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELL. 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


First  4  lines 


_at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


Each  additional  line  at  $  per  wk.  $ 
Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks  $_ 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks  $_ 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00  $_ 

3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $_ 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  ....$_ 


Name 


Address 


Please  Print  Neatly 

_ City _ 

_ _ Zip _ 


State 


Phone 


Signature 


Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 
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WANTED _ 

Counselors  needed  to  volunteer  for 
Women's  Counseling  Collective  in 
Cambridge.  Call  492-8568  (leave  mes¬ 
sage). _ (44) 

RESTORATION 

Take  a  look  in  your  backyard  and  see  if 
you  can  part  with  the  following:  Any¬ 
thing  one  can  use  to  restore  an  old 
house  in  Roxbury.  Kindly  appreciated. 
Call  Larry  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ (c) 

GBMs  mil,  wld  like  to  rent  furnished 
bedrm  w/access  to  bathrm  &  kitchen  in 
Back  Bay,  Beacon  Hill,  S.  End  for 
weekend  stays  in  Boston.  Boxholder, 
Box  741,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02V14. _ (47) 

RIDES _ 

GM  seeks  rider  to  Denver  to  share  driv¬ 
ing  &  expenses.  Leaving  6-8-80  from 
NY.  Camping  &  motel  en  route.  Andrew 
367-9064.  Keep  trying. _ (42) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

ADMINISTRATOR 
COMMUNITY  OUTREACH 
Radical  social  change  foundation 
seeks  person  to  work  in  collective.  Poli¬ 
tical  commitment,  ability  to  work  on 
community  outreach,  administrative, 
and  office  skills  desired.  Third  World 
applicants  encouraged.  Send  resume/ 
political  experience  to:  HaymarketPeo- 
ples  Fund,  120  Boylston  St.,  Rm  708, 
Boston,  MA02116. _ (?) 

ARCHITECT 

Gay-owned  Cambridge  Architect  firm 
seeks  resumes  of  architects  or  recent 
graduates.  We  hire  several  people  a 
year,  usually  in  a  rush,  and  like  to  give 
preference  to  gays,  but  have  had 
difficulty  finding  people  in  the  past.  If 
you  would  like  to  be  contacted  when 
openings  occur,  please  send  us  your 
resume.  Hugh  Russell,  18  Brattle  St, 
Cambridge,  MA  02138,  (617)  661-5880. 

(45) 

FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Quest:  a  feminist  quarterly  (a  501  (C)(3) 
organization),  Is  looking  for  a  fundraiser 
who  can  work  on  a  commissioned 
basis.  In  its  fifth  year,  Quest  is  an  inde¬ 
pendent  Journal  publishing  feminist 
theory  and  political  analysis.  Join  us  in 
a  unique  work  experience.  Our  only  re¬ 
quirement  is  enthusiasm!  Contact: 
Alexa  Freeman,  P.O.  Box  8843,  Wash- 
Inoton,  DC  20003.  (202)  293-1 347.  (x) 

Prisoners 


GCN  SPECIALS 

PLEASE  HELP  GCN 
If  you  have  a  set  of  office  mailboxes, 
and  would  like  them  to  have  a  grateful 
home,  we  could  use  them  in  the  GCN 
office.  Please  contact  Richard  or  Mike 
at  426-4469  or  write  to  GCN,  22  Brom- 
field  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  Thanks. 

HELP! 

GCN  is  growing.  We  need  your  old 
desks,  chairs,  bookshelves,  tables, 
“scrap"  (usable)  2x4s,  plywood,  paint 
brushes  &  rollers,  telephones,  plants, 
gay  books,  filing  cabinets  (legal  size), 
flowers,  etc.  Use  your  imagination! 
Give  Mike  or  Richard  a  call  at  426-4469. 
P.S.,  we'll  need  help  w/painting  &  build¬ 
ing  too.  Let  us  know  if  you're  available 
for  some  weekend  group  work  parties. 

PEOPLE  W/ ACCESSTO 
OFFSET  MACHINES 
GCN  has  lost  its  source  of  offset  print¬ 
ing.  If  you  have  access  to  offset  print¬ 
ing  on  a  regular  basis  (we  need  things 
like  renewal  notices  printed)  and  want 
to  help  us  out,  please  call  Mike  or 
Richard  at  426-4469.  Thanks. 

INDEXER(S)  NEEDED!  Work  on  the 
GCN  index  which  is  becoming  a 
valuable  reference  tool.  Flexible  hours. 

If  you  enjoy  detail  work  and  would  like 
to  help,  we'd  ,be  happy  to  explain  in 
detail  just  what's  involved  in  this 
project  and  how  you  can  help.  Ask  for 
Michael  or  Charles,  426-4469. 

WORK  YOUR  OWN  HOURS 
GCN  is  looking  for  two  Ad  Reps  to  start 
immediately.  Full-time  and  part-time 
available.  Meet  new  people,  explore 
new  places.  20%  commission.  Will 
train.  We  supply  leads!  Call  Larry  at 
GCN,  426-7042.  _ 

GCN  staff  member,  recovering  from 
back  injury,  needs  vacant  house  in  the 
country  or  near  the  sea  for  a  week  or  so. 
After  20  wks  in  bed  in  Somerville, 
beautiful  surroundings  &  fresh  air  are 
doctor’s  orders!  If  you  can  help,  please 
call  GCN  about  Jil,  426-4469. _ (c) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

LAMBDA  ASSN  OF  BDYBLDRS 
For  info:  P.O.  Box  25,  Kew  Gardens  Sta., 
Jamaica,  New  York  11415. _ (45) 

NORTH  SHORE  GAY  CHRISTIANS 
New  Christian  Church  forming  on  North 
Shore.  For  info  call  Universal  Christian 
Church  324-8559  for  a  religious  experi¬ 
ence^ _ (45) 


IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-ln 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. 

JOIN  INTEGRITY 

Gay  Episcopalians  and  Friends.  Chap¬ 
ters  in  major  cities,  worship  program, 
social  events.  Free  publication  sample 
on  request.  Write  J.  Lawrence,  10 
Mercier  Ave.,  Dorchester,  MA  02124. 
(617)  262-3057. _ (26) 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alli¬ 
ance/Morris  County  meets  every  Mon¬ 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of 
Untarlan  Fellowship,  Normandy 
Heights  Rd.,  Morristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201) 

691  -0388. _ 

WOMEN!  to  bring  all  our  demands 
together  into  a  single  political  force 
and  to  unite  women  with  all  the 
oppressed,  we  need  our  own  political 
party.  Support  groups  for  men.  For  info, 
send  SASE  to  Political  Discussion 
Group,  C/O  Cambridge  Women's  Ctr,  46 
Pleasant  St,  Cam,  MA  02139 _  (c) 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.  (hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge 
St.,  Boston  (Old  West  Church).  Edward 
T.  Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All 
persons  are  welcome.  _ 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Com- 
munion  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS 
MASS,  a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics,  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  right  side  en¬ 
trance  on  Arlington  St,  at  5:30pm.  For 
info  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355  Boyl¬ 
ston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518.  _ _ 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Av,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  4th  Fri,  8m.  Bi-monthly  mag¬ 
azine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social  & 
fund-raising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate; _ (c) 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
WA  98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership 
$5.00.  


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you're  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and 
lesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
where  to  stay,  what  group  to  contact, 
and  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call 
us  to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212) 
777-1800,  from  noon  til  midnight.  (20) 
Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090. 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  332- 
4440,  889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927, 
224-8517.  A  statewide  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tion,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education  and 

political  action,  since  1976. _ 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. _ 

Lesbian  Contact:  We  are  everywhere! 
Wrjte  to  lesbians  in  other  parts  of  the 
U.S.  and  Canada.  Send  general  informa¬ 
tion  about  yourself,  (likes,  dislikes,  hob¬ 
bies,  etc.)  and  the  state  or  Province 
you'd  like  to  write  to.  Include  $1.00  for 
postage  and  handling  to:  Writesisters, 
P.O.  Box  8824,  Minneapolis,  MN  55408. 

<n 

PUBLICATIONS 

LESBIAN/GAY  HAWAII  TRAVEL 
Guide  gives  you  all  the  info  you  want! 
$6  to:  G.H.,  PO  Box  3151,  Honolulu,  HI 
96802.  Joyful  vacation!  Also  “Gay 
Hawaii"  $5  yr,  to  same. _ (47) 

The  destiny  of  the  human  race  is  to 
obtain  the  galaxy!!!  Illustrated  booklet 
8  pgs.  Send  31l  and  stamp  to  Melvin 
Books/Music  Group,  c/o  GCN  Box  262. 

(44) 

WOMEN  ORGANIZING 
A  Socialist-Feminist  Bulletin.  Articles 
on  Socialist-feminist  approaches  to  re¬ 
productive  rights,  lesbian/gay  libera¬ 
tion,  clerical  organizing.  Published  by 
NAM  Socialist-Feminist  Commission, 
Box  G,  3244  N.  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  IL 
60657,  $4  for  four  issues.  Also  available 
from  Boston-Area  NAM,  POB  443, 
Somerville,  MA  02144.  (617)  661-8372. 

(ex) 


Working  Papers  on  Gay/Lesbian  Libera¬ 
tion  and  Socialism  —  a  collection  of  es¬ 
says  by  members  of  the  New  American 
Movement,  a  national  socialist-feminist 
organization.  $1.00  from  Boston-Area 
NAM,  POB  443,  Somerville,  MA  02144, 
(617)661-8372. _ (21) 

No  More  Cages:  bi-monthly  women's 
prison  newsletter.  $6.00/yr.  free  to  pri¬ 
soners.  Send  articles/graphics/poetry/ 
money:  Box  283,  W.  Nyack.  NY  10994 
_  (37,40.42,44) 

Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals. 
Twelve  Issues  $10,  sample  $1.  You're 
Not  Alone,  P.O.  Drawer  8398CH, 

Atlanta,  GA  30306  _ (c} 

Guardian,  independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly,  covers  black,  women's,  gay 
struggles  and  liberation  movements 
around  the  world.  Special  offer:  six 
weeks  for  $1.  Guardian,  Dept.  GCN,  33 
W.  17  St.,  NYC,  NY  10011.  (c) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 
Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
“Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries”  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 

,  FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for 
lesbians,  $8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  indi¬ 
vidual  copy.  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  Publishes  fiction, 
poetry,  reviews,  essays,  graphics. 
Editorial  meetings  first  Monday  of 
every  other  month  (Apr,  June,  etc.)  at 
8pm.  Call  259-0063  for  Info.  We  need 
writers  and  production  people.  A  good 
place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  magazine 
together. 

Periodicals  by  Mail  is  a  project  de¬ 
signed  to  give  wider  accessibility  to 
worthwhile  periodicals  not  distributed 
through  many  newsstands.  For  a  free 
list  of  over  70  alternative  periodicals 
which  can  be  ordered  by  mail,  send 
your  name,  address,  and  a  15«  stamp  to: 
Periodicals  by  Mail,  a  periodical  retreat, 
336%  S.  State  St.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  48104. 

(1/mo) 


GCN  gets  lots  of  requests  for  penpal 
ads  from  prisoners.  Almost  none  of 
them  are  paid  for.  If  you  would  like  to 
support  the  paper  In  this,  and  perhaps 
even  increase  the  possibility  of  a  more 
in  depth  dialogue  between  gay  men  and 
women  on  the  Inside  and  those  of  us 
lucky  enough  to  be  on  the  'outside', 
please  SEND  MONEY.  (We  also  send 
free  subs  to  prisoners  who  ask.)  In  any 
case  take  the  time  to  get  to  know 
someone  who’s  getting  more  or  less 
fucked  over  by  strait  law  (euphemisti¬ 
cally  called  ‘justice’)  and  who’s  obvi- 
ously  very  lonely.  


My  name  Is  MIKE  PASKOWITZ,  age  22, 
and  I’d  like  to  write  other  people,  espe¬ 
cially  the  gay  community,  and  other, 
lonely  people.  Mall  Box  1547,  P.O.B. 
1100,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825. _ (2) 

Would  like  to  hear  from  people  who  are 
honest,  intelligent  and  independent. 
Not  looking  for  a  paper  love,  just  some¬ 
one  to  be  a  good  friend  to.  ISAAC  C. 
BARR  036-0225-E-54,  P.O.  Box  488,  Polk 
City,  FL  33868. _ (2) 

Lonely,  49  yr  old  male  desires  penpals 
around  the  same  age  who  care.  MAR¬ 
VIN  D.  BROCKETT  04206-164,  P.O.  Rox 
1000,  Lewlsburg,  PA  17837. _ (2) 


3F,  soon  to  be  released  seeks  friends 
and  correspondents.  Please  write  to 
her.  C.  Green  27914,  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City,  Missouri.  02) 


Searching  for  someone  to  correspond 
with  and  maybe  make  my  time  easier 
through  words.  RANDI  ORICK  142376, 
P.O.B.  779,  Marquette,  Ml  49855.  (2) 


I'm  an  inmate  at  the  famed  Raiford 
prison  in  Fla.  and  would  like  to  have 
one  of  your  'free'  prisoner  ads  because 
it  gets  mighty  tiresome  not  getting  any 
mail!  23  and  lonely,  write  to  KEVIN 
LEMERY  047202,  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL 
32083. _ (2) 

Lonely  gay  man  wants  to  correspond 
with  another  gay  man,  don’t  make  any 
difference  what  color  they  are  as  long 
as  they  are  open-minded.  My  name  Is 
CHRISTOPHER  SPENCER  152556, 
P.O.B.  779,  Marquette,  Ml  49855.K2) 

A  good  friend  here  who  once  wrote 
several  articles  for  GCN  always  lets  me 
read  his  copy  Qf  the  paper  and  I’ve 
found  It  entertaining  and  enlightening. 
Would  you  print  an  ad  for  me  in  the 
penpal  section  so  I  can  receive  mail 
from  people  In  the  free  world?  I’m  22, 
slender  and  versatile.  MARK  NICKELS 
P.M.B.  85230,  Camp  A,  Dorm  1,  Angola, 
LA  70712.  (2) 


I  read  an  ad  in  Fag  Rag  about  your 
paper  and  would  like  to  find  someone 
who  would  be  willing  to  exchange 
letters  with  me.  The  loneliness  and 
drabness  of  prison  life  is  destroying 
me.  I’m  sure  someone  can  understand 
what  I’m  trying  to  say.  ROBERT 
HOLLINS,  156-218,  Box  25,  Lorton,  VA 
22079. _ (2) 

I’m  broadminded  and  understanding  of 
the  struggle  of  your  organization  be¬ 
cause  as  a  prisoner  I've  been  discrim¬ 
inated  against  myself.  I  would  really  ap¬ 
preciate  being  able  to  write  someone. 
LARRY  MCDONALD  052050,  P.O.B.  221, 
M.H.U.-D.14,  Raiford,  FL  32083.  (2) 

Got  your  address  from  NGTF.  I  could 
dig  some  mail  and  friends.  I’ll  be  re¬ 
leased  in  July  of  '80,  am  24,  and  like 
chess,  body  building,  people  and  of 
course  letters.  Nice  rapping  to  you. 
MIKE  SASSIN,  P.O.  Box  779,  139861, 
Marquette,  Ml  49855.  (2) 


Good  morning!  How  is  the  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News  coming  along?  I  would 
like  some  gay  companionship.  I'm  gay 
myself  and  a  lovely  28.  Shemecca 
Goings  76A3522,  Clinton  Correctional 
Facility,  Box  367,  Dannemora,  NY 
12929, _ _ _ 

Love  to  socialize  (but  not  all  the  time!). 
Am  about  to  finish  a  term  this  summer 
and  would  like  to  get  to  know  someone 
(especially  from  FL  where  I'll  be 
paroled).  Thank  you  for  any  assistance 
you  can  give  me  in  this  matter.  Rodney 
Jay  MARSH,  P.O.  Box  158,  Lowell,  FL 
32663. _ (3) 

Gay  male  20  just  starting  to  come  out. 
Enjoy  much  reading  your  paper!  Would 
like  to  place  my  name  on  your  penpal 
list.  Edward  HANCOCK  A-88074,  P.O. 
Box  87,  Menard,  IL 62259. _ (3) 

Is  there  any  way  you  could  place  my 
name  and  address  in  your  next  panpal 
section.  You  don’t  know  how  much  it 
would  mean  to  me.  Dale  F.  GOHL 
#152880,  P.O.  Box  511,  Columbus,  OH 
43216. _ (3) 

I’d  like  to  write  to  gay  people  and  to  get 
your  paper,  if  that's  possible  without 
funds.  (Ed.  note:  It  is.)  Please  write  Tony 
Clark,  Georgia  State  Prison,  69252 
#m-4,  Reidsville,  GA  30453. _ 

I'd  like  to  hear  from  other  gay  men  who 
may  be  in  search  of  a  meaningful 
relationship.  I'm  27  and  like  your  paper 
very  much.  Dennis  Daschofsky,  Box 
777,  626178,  Monroe,  WA  98272. 

A  friend  told  me  he  placed  an  ad  in  your 
paper  and  found  someone  he  is  very 
fond  of,  he  receives  letters  and  visits 
and  is  much  happier  now.  I'm  a  gay 
prisoner,  23  yrs  old,  seeking  friends, 
mail  and  visits  from  other  gay  brothers. 
Like  music,  traveling,  people  and  lots  of 
sex.  Get  In  touch  with  LEROY  BROWN 
F7258,  P.O.  Box  244,  Graterford,  PA 
19426. _ (2) 

I  enjoy  reading,  jazz,  levis,  cowboy  hats 
and  the  steam  baths;  also  very  much 
into  gay  rights.  Enclosed  is  a  gay  poem 
. . .  Hoping  to  find  a  penpal:  WILLIAM 
CONCANNON  23947-175,  Box  888  F 
Unit,  Ashland,  KY  41101. _ (2) 

I’ve  been  gay  for  10  of  my  20  years  and 
enjoy  sex  any  and  all  of  it.  Please  put 
this  request  in  your  paper  and  also  start 
sending  it  to  me.  Thanks,  DANIEL  BAX¬ 
TER  156304,  P.O.  Box  779,  Marquette, 
Ml  49855. _ (2 


I’m  a  21  year-old  who  would  enjoy  writ¬ 
ing  some  older  people  with  intellect. 
I'm  studying  to  be  a  psychology  major 
at  night  college.  Bobby  C.  CRABTREE,, 
P.O.  Box  747,  #009200  Starke,  FL 
32091. _ (3) 

Young  gay  male  with  business  and 
accounting  degree  desires  moving  rela¬ 
tionship  with  advanced  person.  Peter 
SULEWSKI,  #143886,  Rt.  3  Box  3333, 
Hagerstown,  MD  21740. _ (3) 

Gay  man  28  desires  to  write  other  gay 
men  interested  in  forming  a  lasting  rela¬ 
tionship.  Dennis  DASCHOFSKY, 
626178,  Box  520,  Walla  Walla  WA 
99362. _ (3) 

Gay  man  desires  to  make  friends 
through  the  mail.  Interested  mainly  In 
sincerity,  no  flim-flam.  Help  this  lonely 
guy  out.  Omer  Causby  SAXON 
#99296-131,  P.O.  Box  4000,  Springfield, 
MO  65802. _ (3) 

First  allow  me  to  introduce  myself.  I'm 
Samuel  SLOAN,  24,  presently  incarcer¬ 
ated  at  Lucasville  and  also  attending 
Shawnee  State  Community  Colelge. 
But  it’s  still  difficult  to  occupy  the 
hours  of  loneliness.  Will  send  photo.  S. 
H.  Sloan  #149-125,  P.O.  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ (3) 

Young  man  wishes  to  correspond  with 
intelligent  gays  in  order  to  establish 
meaningful  relationship.  Enjoy  reading 
your  paper.  Dogulas  PONDER,  260067, 
Legalist  Counselor,  P.O.  Box  520,  Walla 
Walla,  WA  ^362. _ (3) 

Prison  butch  young  stud  looking  for 
butch  men,  hung  with  beards  or  mous¬ 
taches.  Lonely,  seeks  penpals. 
Clarence  EDWARDS  #066-164,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (3) 

A  young  interesting  guy  wants  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  anyone  who's  looking  for 
a  possible  friendship.  Waiting  to  hear 
from  you  (smile):  Wm  (Wild  Bill) 
GASAWAY,  P.O.  Box  747  #053865, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (3) 

Looking  for  gay  people  who  would  be 
interested  in  meeting  and  writing  an 
honest,  forthright  and  self-sufficient 
being.  Attractive,  21,  devoted  Scorpio. 
Respectfully  submitted,  John  Charles 
COLE,  #14658,  P.O.  Box  41,  Michigan 
City,  IN  46360. _ (3) 

Seeking  frieod  with  whom  to  exchange 
thoughts  arid  ideals.  Race,  sex  and  age 
are  no  barrier,  so  please  someone, 
write.  Richard  JONES  Jr,  #146173,  P.O. 
Box  69,  London,  OH  43140  (3) 


I'd  like  some  gay  men  to  correspond 
with.  I'm  22,  like  to  swim,  fish,  play 
hockey  and  all  water  sports.  Write  to 
Roy  Bissonette,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke, 
FL  32091. _ (1) 

Masculine  male  28  wishes  sincerely  to 
hear  from  gay  males,  preferably  drag 
queens,  female  impersonators  or  trans¬ 
vestites.  Should  be  released  this  year. 
Mark  A.  ROBINSON  037250,  P.O.  Box 
500,  Olustee,  FL  32072. _ (3) 

I  hope  to  hear  from  someone  interested 
in  sharing  a  positive  relationship  with 
someone  20  who  is  just  starting  to 
come  out.  My  name  is  Richard  BRYAN 
8003449  B-4,  2700  S.  California, 

Chicago,  I L  60608. _ (3) 

Interested  in  corresponding  with 
someone  intelligent  and  independent 
and  into  gay  mentally  as  well  as  social¬ 
ly.  My  hobbies  are  oil,  water  and  acrylic 
painting  and  woodcraft.  Also  like 
sports.  Mitchell  R.  BROWN,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (3) 

Having  no  family  which  seems  to  care, 
am  serving  2  years  and  it  is  very  hairy 
with  no  visitors,  far  from  home.  Any 
letters  will  be  welcomed  with  open 
hands.  Leon  Goolsby  #151-622,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (3) 

I'm  interested  in  the  gay  community 
and  was  wondering  if  you  could  put  my 
name  in  the  penpal  section  of  your 
paper.  I'm  lost  and  lonely  and  in  need  of 
friends.  Ralph  SHUSTER  151-210,  P.O. 
Box  51 1 ,  Columbus,  OH  43216. _ (3) 

Slim  and  trim  and  tall  would  enjoy 
writing  to  gay  males.  Terry 
CRUTCHFIELD,  C-039230  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091.  1(3) 

I'd  appreciate  a  free  sub  that  your 
exlicit  and  different  paper  offers.  Also 
please  put  my  name  in  your  penpal  list 
so  that  some  nice  person  will  add  some 
correspondence  (of  a  personal  nature) 
to  my  days.  If  anyone  out  there  has  a 
manual  typewriter  to  help  me  in  my 
legal  struggle.  Thank  you,  Billy  Mac  MC 
COY  75868,  Angola,  LA  70712.  (3) 

Queen,  red  hair  blue  eyes  and  freckles! 
Desires  someone  to  write.  Bryan  (Rose) 
BRECKENRIDGE,  156-981R,  P.O.  Box 

45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699  (3) 

Artist  who  loves  to  see  the  sun  come  up 
and  set,  33  would  like  to  write 
someone.  Willie  Range  10164,  Box  87, 
Menard,  IL  62259. _ (3) 


lolendor 


New  York,  NY  —  Comite  Homosexual  Latino- 
americano.  7pm.  433  E.  6th  St.  Apt.  5R.  Info: 
473-6864  or  595-1692.  Meets  every  Sunday  ex¬ 
cept  May  25. 


weekly  events 
Sundays 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Lindemann  Center 
(Staniford  Sfis  Gov’t  Ctr.).  Men  and  women. 
2-4pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Roller  skating.  Hatch  Shell, 
Esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Call  282-9161  for 
Info. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Basketball,  Lin¬ 
demann  Center  (Gov’t  Ctr.).  4:30-6pm.  Info: 
227-6167. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Running  Club.  Jogging 
and  racing  on  the  Esplanade.  Suns,  at  1,  Mon, 
Wed.  &  Fri  at  6.  Info:  367-2776. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and  women. 
2:30pm. 

Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin  County. 
Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Osgood  St. 
7pm. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets  every 
2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA 
02653. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 
Women's  discussion.  Women's  Center,  243  W. 
20th  St.  691-5460.  3pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting.  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sunday  of  the  month  2pm.  755- 
1426. 

New  York,  NY  —  Dyke  Anarchists  meet.  339 
Lafayette  St..  7pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  People  in  Health  Care. 
Meeting.  Third  Sunday.  St.  Vincent's  Hospital, 
7th  Ave.  and  12th  St.,  Room  207,  7:30pm.  499- 
1453.  (Mon-Fri,  6- 10pm). 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  1st  Sun.  of  the  month,  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  228-8049. 
Philadelphia ,  PA  — Gay  Coffeehouse,  326  Kater 
St.  4-8pm.  For  info  on  other  activities  call  WA2- 
1623  or  928-1919. 


mondays 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Self-defense  classes 
offered  by  Amandla/People's  Security  at 
Martin  Luther  King  School.  7-9pm.  Write  for 
info  to:  P.O.  Box  114,  Auburndaie,  MA  02166. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group 
for  women  14-21.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for 
Non-nucleer  Action)  meeting.  Women’s  Educ. 
Ctr.,  46  Pleasant.  354-8807.  7- 10pm. 
Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 
meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common  Ground, 
25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Morristown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Alliance  in  Morris 
County  (GAAMC).  Meetings,  discussions,  so¬ 
cials.  Morristown  Unitarian,  Normandy  Heights 
Rd.  762-6217.  (NJ  Gay  Switchboard:  (609)  921- 
2565.1 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul,  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation 
Meeting.  Women's  Center,  243  W.  20th  St.  691- 
5460.  7:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  NY  Coalition  of 
Black  and  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gays. 
Triangle  Ctr.,  26  9th  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  7:30pm.  Any¬ 
one  interested  in  these  issues  is  welcome  re¬ 
gardless  of  race. 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  The  Lesbian 
Show.  10pm.  279-0707. 

New  York,  NY  —  NY  Gay  Community  Marching 
Band.  Rehearsal.  7-1 0pm  at  Medusa's  Revenge. 
10  Bleecker  St.  Info:  864-1700,  x709.  Musicians, 
twirlers,  etc.  No  auditions. 

New  York,  NY  —  NYC  Gaymen's  chorus  rehear¬ 
sal.  7:30pm.  Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348 
W.  14th  St.  691-3414.  All  men  welcome. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Way  radio  program.  (WBUR, 
90.9  FM)  Join  co-hosts  Ann  Maguire  and  David 
Socia  and  their  guests.  8:30pm. 

Plainfield,  VT  —  (WGDR,  91 . 1  FM)  Braddlee  and 
guests.  Call  in!  Open  access-community  radio. 
Midnight  on. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Taskforce  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington 
Ave.  7pm.  (First  Tuesdays)  Info:  249-7691 . 

Wednesdays 

Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  Rap  group  organ¬ 
ized  by  and  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth  14  to  21 . 
Info;  266-6103. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Volleyball,  Lindemann 
Center  (Staniford  StsGov't  Ctr.)  Men  and  women. 
8- 10pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Stu¬ 
dents  Assoc,  meeting.  Phillips  Brooks  House, 
Harvard  Yard,  8-1 0pm.  Info:  495-5476. 

Bellows  Fells,  VT  —  The  Coffee  House.  South¬ 
ern  Vermont  Lesbian'rf-Gay  Men's  Coalition.  7- 
11pm  at  the  Andrews  Inn,  on  the  Square.  Re¬ 
freshments,  music,  poetry.  For  info  call  Kevin 
387-GAYS. 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  Gay  Rap.  279- 
0707. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association. 
Meets  last  Wednesday  of  the  month.  Cof¬ 
feehouse.  Call  691-0057  for  info. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children.  Sup¬ 
port  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regular 
meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston). 
8:30pm.  All  are  welcome! 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  support  group  for 
younger  women  in  Somerville.  7:30pm  at  the 
Somerville  Women  s  Center,  38  Union  Square 
(second  floor  over  laundromat).  For  Info  call 
623-9340. 


fridays 


thursdays 


tuesdays 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1131  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call 
661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  pretzels  on  the  side).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
knowl  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout  c/V+l  irrlrssrc 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St  and  SUTUfOviyS 
Washington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor. 

426-4469. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussions  and  social  hour. 

Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 

8pm.  Call  661 -3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-1  Opm.  Newcomers  welcome. 

Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  QCN  office,  22  Brom¬ 
fleld  (near  Park  St.  aubway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  aa  long  or  as  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  sre  LOTS  of  them 
end  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and' 
good  times.  Men  and  women  welcome.  426- 
4469. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking'  with  Melanie 
Berzon.  Women's  radio  program:  Jazz,  R&B, 
women's  music,  ideas,  events  information. 
1-4pm  on  WMBR  (88.1FM)  Call  494-8810  for 
input. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Swimming.  7-9pm 
an  ZK^erk^indemann  Center  (near  Gov't  Ctr).  Info 

Boston.  MA  —  Gay  Rec.  Activities.  Basketball. 
7-9pm.  Lindemann  Ctr.  (Gov’t  Ctr.)  Info:  282- 
9161. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Over  35 
rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and  2nd  Wednesday 
of  each  month). 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Support  Group  for  gay 
women  meets  at  Women's  Center,  252  County 
St.  7pm.  996-3343. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Youth 
Collective  Meetings  for  women  14-21. 12  noon 
on.  Info:  861-0949. 

Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  Outings  and  pro¬ 
jects  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth  14-21 .  Every 
Saturday  afternoon.  Info:  266-6103. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  Rap  Group.  Peer 
rap  about  youth  liberation.  80  Fifth  Ave. 
(NGTF  office).  741-5800. 


coming  events 

********* 

HELP  HELP  HELP  HELP  HELP 
CALENDAR  LISTINGS  MAY  BE  VERY 
SCARCE  FOR  THIS  JUNE’S  GAY  PRIDE 
EVENTS  IF  NO  MATERIAL  HELP  IS  GIVEN! 
(I.e.  MONEY,  EVERY  LITTLE  BIT  HELPS)  (!) 
Send  something  today  to:  Pride  '80,  do  Beth 
Kelly,  285  Harvard  St.  #102,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139. 

********* 
may  27  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Ward  5  Democratic  Committee 
meeting  to  discuss  the  upcoming  state  rep¬ 
resentative  election  in  November.  Brooke 
House,  79  Clarendon  St.  (South  End).  8pm 

Boston,  MA  —  Lea  Hopkins,  black  poet  and 
lesbian  mother  will  be  on  the  "At  Noon"  TV 
show  on  Channel  7.  To  be  in  the  studio  audi¬ 
ence,  call  Sunta  at  725-2962. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Images  of  Women  in  Litera¬ 
ture:  Two  Dramatic  Portraits."  Sponsored  by 
the  Boston  Women’s  Art  Alliance.  Next  Move 
Theatre,  955  Boylston  St.  8pm.  $6.  Info:* 
625-7499. 

New  York,  NY  —  Four  lesbian  poets  read  from 
their  works:  Audre  Lorde,  Joan  Larkin,  Susan 
Jordan  and  Susan  Sherman.  Main  Stage  1,  424 
W.49th  St.  8:30pm.  $4 

Boston,  MA  —  GAY  WAY  (WBUR,  90.9  FM) 
will  feature  a  taped  interview  with  singer- 
songwriter  Meg  Christian.  8:30om. 

26  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

General  meeting  at  Somewhere,  295  Franklin 
t.  (near  Aquarium),  7:15pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Circle  of  Friends  will  do  a 
choreo/poem  (original  improvisational  and 
dance  music)  on  the  Cambridge  Common 
from  5-7pm.  (Rain  date  is  the  30th  from 
4-6pm.) 

New  York,  NY  —  Patricia  Nell  Warren,  gay 
novelist,  will  be  at  Gay  Opinion  Forum,  348  W. 
14th  St.  8:30pm. 


29  thurs 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  PROOF¬ 
READING  AND  LAYOUT!  SEE  THURSDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS! 

Champaign,  IL  —  National  Women's  Music 
Festival.  May  29-June  1.  Info:  (217)  333-6443. 

Boston,  MA  —  NAMBLA  meeting  (Boston 
chapter).  Topic:  A  strategy  for  NAMBLA.  Glad 
Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  St.  8pm.  Info: 
542-0144. 

Brookline,  MA  —  Intro  Meeting  for  women 
intereted  in  Feminist  Studies  through  God¬ 
dard  Program.  8pm.  195  Davis  Ave.  Info' 
776-2721. 

Dorchester,  MA  —  'Our  lives  on  the  line',  a 
film  about  women's  right  to  control  their  own 
bodies.  Potluck  at  6:30  and  film  at  7:30.  Grover 
Cleveland  School,  11  Charles  St.,  Fields  Cor-' 
ner.  Info:  Joyce  or  Sasha  at  825-4961 
New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Women's  Alternative. 
An  evening  with  Women's  Experimental  The¬ 
ater.  Universalist  Church,  Central  Park  West 
at  76th  St.  8pm.  $3  contribution.  All  women' 
are  welcome. 

New  York,  NY  —  GAY  AMERICAN  ARTS 
FESTIVAL  (through  June  29).  Tonight:  Doric 
Wilson's  'Forever  After’  and  Jack  Wrangler  in 
Robert  Patrick's  ‘T-shirts’.  Info:  691-9862. 


Minneapolis,  MN  —  “Voices  and  visions ":  A 
festival  of  gay  and  lesbian  culture.  7:30pm 
tonight  through  Sunday  night.  Coffman 
Union,  U  of  M.  $3  admission.  Info:  376-2722, 
7-10pm,  Mon. -Fri. 


04  sat 


00  fri 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT! 
HELP  SEND  OUT  THE  PAPER!  SEE  FRIDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Labyris:  the  power  of  the 
erotic.  A  celebration  of  lesbian  eotic  poetry, 
music,  photography  and  film.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151$  Mass.  Ave.  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  7:30pm.  All  women  are  welcome. 
Childcare  provided.  Interpreted  tor  the  hear¬ 
ing  Impaired.  Donation  $3.50,  to  benefit 
Women  s  Community  Health  Center  and  Cam¬ 
bridge  Women's  Center.  Into:  354-8807. 
Northampton,  MA  —  Peg  Cruikshank,  editor 
of  the  Lesbian  Path,  will  be  at  Womonfyre 
Books,  68  Masonic  St.  4-6pm.  FREE  refresh¬ 
ments.  All  are  welcome. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  American  Arts  Festival 
(through  June  29).  Tonight:  Doric  Wilson's 
"Forever  After"  and  Robert  Patrick's 
"T-shirts."  Info:  691-9682. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Amethyst  Women  Talent 
Show.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  9-12:30pm.  Drug  Free  Event  for 
Alcoholic  lesbians  and  all  other  women  who 
enjoy  drug  and  alcohol  free  spaces. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Hike  up  Mt. 
Tom  in  Amherst  followed  by  a  cookout.  Info 
and  rides:  Dudley  at  (413)  256-6178  or  Roy  at 
either  (617)  625-7924  or  (617)  864-5770  *2577. 
Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Day  hikes  in 
White  Mts.  Info:  (617)  492-6333  or  862-8268. 
Boston,  MA  —  "Idols  and  Angel  Food":  Felice 
Picano,  author  of  The  Lure,  and  Dennis 
Cooper,  reading  from  their  gay  poetry  and 
prose.  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfleld  St. 
8pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard. 
3-5:30pm.  Followed  by  potluck  dinner.  Info: 
Judy  661-1436  or  Dee  661-7223. 

New  York,  NY  —  The  Other  Black  Woman:  The 
Black  Lesbian,  presents  "Becoming  Visible" 
and  a  discussion  about  conflict  in  the  black 
lesbian  community.  First  Unitarian  Church,  50 
Monroe  Place,  Brooklyn.  7-11pm.  Into: 
565-8365  or  982-6280. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  American  Arts  Festival  t 
Through  June  29.  Info:  691-9682 


Dorchester,  MA  —  Alternative  Family  Living,  a 
discussion  In  the  Women's  Program  at  the 
Cleveland  School,  11  Charles  St.,  Fields  Cor¬ 
ner.  7pm.  Info:  Cathy  825-1970  or  Sasha 
825-4961. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Prio. 
Week  Chorus  rehearses  from  7:30-10:30pm  at 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass 
Ave.  (near  Harvard  Square).  Women  and  men 
welcome.  Just  starting!  Info:  Ellen  354-8271, 
Peter  731-1609,  or  Jeff  523-1093. 


0  tues 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Janus  House  Resource 
Network  for  Lesbian  Mothers.  Discussion 
about  work.  7:30pm.  21  Bay  St.  Childcare 
available  by  calling  661-2537  a  week  in  ad¬ 
vance. 

Worcester,  MA  —  Parthenogenesis  presents 
"Right  out  of  history,"  a  film  documenting  the 
making  of  "The  Dinner  Party"  by  Judy  Chi¬ 
cago  and  400  friends.  YWCA,  2  Washington 
St.  $2.50  donation,  more  if/less  if.  Info:  (617) 
799-4671  or  754-7819. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  meeting.  7:30pm. 
355  Boylston.  All  schoolworkers  welcome, 
especially  new  members. 

New  York,  NY  —  Opening  of  a  group  show  of 
erotic  photographs  by  women,  including  the 
work  of  Tee  Corinne.  Womanart  Gallery,  50  W. 
57th  St. 


iun  i  sun 


4  wed 


Bedford,  MA  —  Bedford-Concord  Area  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  John  275-1336,  or 
Joe  897-7813.  All  invited. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Women's  Marching  Band  of 
Boston.  Rehearsals  on  first  and  third  Sun¬ 
days.  Info:  354-8271. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740AM).  A  weekly  public  affairs  program  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  10:30am. 

2  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays.  Conditions  of  gay  youth  on  Boston's 
city  streets.  7:30pm.  Episcopal  Seminary, 
Sherrill  Bldg  .  99  Brattle  St.  Info:  542-5188 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Teachers  Association 
membership  meeting.  Open  to  all  lesbian  and 
gay  schoolworkers.  7pm.  Info:  255-5969  or 
499-1060. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Week 
planning  meeting.  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  I 
Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.)  7pm.  Everyone  | 
welcome.  Lottsa  dyke  and  faggot  servers  | 
needed  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Rally  food- 
stands.  If  you're  Interested  come  tonight. 


5  thurs 


Atlanta,  G A  —  Second  Annual  Southeastern 
Lesbian  Writers  Workshop.  June  5-8.  Central 
Georgia.  Write:  Womanwrites,  P.O.  Box  5502, 
Atlanta,  GA  30307 


The  deodline  for  Calendar  Items  Is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


